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INTRODUCTION. 



By a recent Act of the Legislature, the monies derived 
from the sale of the Lands called Clergy Reserves, were 
placed at the disposal of the different municipalities in the 
country, with a certain restriction — ^that they might be ex- 
pended for any object to which the municipalities have 
authority to apply other monies, and for no other. For the 
information of those who may not be acquainted with the 
subject, it may be necessary briefly to state what the Clergy 
Reserves were. Li 1T91 the Imperial Parliament passed 
an Act, known as the Canada Bill, which was to serve as the 
future Constitution of the Province. Among other things, 
this Constitutional Act provided that one-seventh of all the 
public lands granted were to be " reserved" for the support 
and maintenance of a Protestant Clergy. This reservation 
did not constitute an act of appropriation. There seems to 
have been an intention on the part of the British Govern- 
ment, that the lands so reserved, should be afterwards ap- 
propriated as endowments of Church of England Reo* 
tories. This, however, was never done except to a yeiy 
limited extent ; and the lands so appropriated ceased to be 
treated as Clergy • Reserves. The •whole amount of lands 
thus reserved was about three millions of acres, of which 
some two-thirds lay in Upper Canada. In 1819, the Iin^ 
perial Government instructed the Colonial Government of 



Upper Canada to erect a Church of England Rectory in 
every township : their endowment, not immediately provided 
for, was to be a matter for futm-e consideration. For some 
reason, never explained, the Imperial instructions were dis- 
regarded. They were repeated in 1826, with this addition, 
that the endowment of the rectories was to accompany their 
erection. Again these instructions were disregarded ; and 
this time the explanation is not so far to seek ; for previous 
to that period an agitation on the subject of the Clergy Re- 
serves had begun to be excited. The attempt to collect 
tythes for the Church of England, in Upper Canada, had 
failed ; and it began lo be apparent that the scheme of en- 
dowing rectories would be equally unpopular. The Church 
of Scotland made a claim to part of the Reserves ; founding 
it on the allegation that by the act of union between Eng- 
land and Scotland, the latter country was entitled to an 
equality of rights with the former, and alleging that the 
Church of Scotland was, equally with the Church of Eng- 
land,, a national Church. The legal question being submit- 
ted to the law officers of the Crown, in England, the claim 
of the Church of Scotland was admitted ; but by the same 
decision all other religious denominations, except these two, 
were excluded from all right of participation. This tended 
to array all the other religious bodies against the Reserves ; 
and the feeling soon assumed a popular shape. So early as 
1831, the Imperial Government was obliged to declare 
its abandonment of the reserved lands, and its desire that 
they should revert to the general demesne of the Crown. 
But as the Legislative Council, a body then nominated by 
the Crown, was averse to the popular feeling on this sub- 
ject^ any settlement was prevented for many years. 
The Legislative Assembly declared in favor of devoting 
these reserved lands to general public purposes, no less than 
sixteen times ; and as often was that House thwarted by the 
opposition of the other Branch of the Legislature. At 
length, in 1839, Lord Sydenham, with the indomitable en- 



ergy which characterized his administration, procured the 
passage of a bill, by a majority of one, for distributing the 
proceeds of these lands among certain religious denomina- 
tions. But although the greater share had fallen to the 
Church of England, the Anglican Archbishop of Canter^ 
bury was not pleased with the disposition made ; and he 
brought on Lord John Russell's Government to bear such 
a pressure as compelled the Imperial Govemmenlf to alter 
the bill to his liking. This was called a settlement of the 
question ; but it was so unpopular in Canada that it could 
not be maintained. In the present Legislature, it was found 
that out of 130 members, less than twenty were favorable 
to the maintenance of that act. Leave having been ob- 
tained from the Imperial Parliament, a bill to dispose of the 
question was introduced in the Canadian Legislature, mak- 
ing the disposition of the lands already stated. 

The time had come for distributing a first instalment of 
the monies derived from this fund, amounting to some 
£300,000, to the municipalities ; when Dr. Byebson, Chief 
Superintendent of Education, for Upper Canada, issued a 
circular, calling upon the municipalities to make sl par- 
ticular disposition of the funds — ^to apply them to school 
purposes and the purchase of township libraries — Rev. M^ 
Beutebe objected to that recommendation, from a belief 
that its adoption would be unjust to the Roman Catholic body ; 
and thus the follo\^ing controversy commenced. Of the merits 
of that controversy the public will be enabled to judge, 
since Rev. M. Beutebe has acceded to the appeals which 
had been publicly made, to allow the whole con espon- 
dence to be printed in pamphlet form. Dr. Ryeeson declined 
to answer all appeals of this kind, or to accept the invitation 
to join in the publication of the correspondence ; and Rev.- 
M. Bbuyebe was induced to assume the whole charge of the 
publication. 



THE 



BRUYERE RYERSONIAN 



CORRESPONDENCE. 



(From tht Leader, Febnuiry 12.) 

As generally happens in such cases, the admirers of both 
combatants in the late controversy regarding the proper 
mode of disposing of the Cler^ Reserves monies by the 
municipalities, clami a wreath of laurel for their champion. 




part, we think the suggestion a capital one ; and we cannot see 
why either of the controveraialists should decline to accede 
to it. To do so, would, indeed, show, a want of pluck; a con- 
sciousness that the verdict of the public would go in favor 
of his antagonist. What says the Rev. M. Bruyere to the 
proposal ? What says the fighting official ? 

(From the Leader, February 13.) < 

The Rev. Mb. Brutebe accedes to the proposal made by 
us at the suggestion of several correspondents, that the 
whole of the correspondence between himself and Db. 
Rtbbson should be published in pamphlet form. The whole 
thing therefore rests with Db. Ryerson ; will he "face the 
music ?" At present he has the advantage over his opponent, 
that several of his letters have been published by journals 
which did not give a word of the other side of the question. 
But he is bound to act manfully in the iriatter ; and let the 
whole thing go to the public, so that every one can judge 
for himself as to the merits of the controversy. To refiise 
this would be a most humiliating acknowledgment; and 
one which we take it even Db, Ryebsok cannot afford to 
make. 



8 
THE EYERSON-BKUTEEE COERESPONDENOE. 



(to THB EDnOX OF THE ^^LBADEB.") 

DsAB Sib, — ^Yonr sxiggefitions of this day's Leader meet 
mj fnll approbation. 1 take great pleasare in informing 
jon that, 80 far as I am concerned, the correlBpondence lately 
carried on, in the columns of the Leader^ between Dr. 
Kjerson and myself, may be turned to such use as jou think 
best. In accedmg to your proposal, I am not aware, I beg 
leave to say, that I am actuated by the frivolous desire of 
winning to myself the highnsoundinff title of Controvertist. 
But I think it quite right that the public should have an op- 
portunity of contrasting, at one glance, the respective arma- 
ments of the contending parties, on a subject of such vital 
importance as that of flbe appropriation of the Clergy Re- 
serve Funds, connected as it is, with the still more impor- 
tant question of Common and Separate Schools. I hope my 
worthy antagonist of the Education Office, will not reiuBe 
to those who may have read only one side of the question, 
the pleasure of seeing the other side also. By allowing his 
brilliant effusions to come in close contact, in Pamphlet 
form, with the productions of that new foreign element^ he 
will enable the public to form a correct estimate of both. 
If my opponent comes off victorious, as he anticipates, I will 
take pleasure in adding a fresh leaf to the laurels destined 
to encircle his noble brow. Should the public, contrary to 
his expectation, decide against him, he is too just, too high- 
minded, I am sure, not to bow down his venerable head, in 
respectful acquiescence, to the virdict of such a respectable 
and impartial Jury as public opinion. 

With a view, therefore, of complying with the very 
reasonable anticipations of the public, in a controversy 
which has dieted so much interest, I respectfully invite my 
distinguished antagonist to join with me in publishing, in a 
pamphlet form, the whole correspondence which has lately 
taken place between his reverence and myself, including his 
Circular to the Municipalities, together with the different 
replies and rejoinders on both sides. As to the expenses 
attending the publication, though mjr salaiy is by far much 
smaller man that of the Chief Superintendent of Education, 
I am quite willing to bear an equal share. 



Hoping that my worthy friend will be pleased to give to 
the pubhc, in to-morrow's Leader^ a favorable answer to 
your very sensible suggestions. 

I remain, dear Sir, 

Tours truly, 

J. M. BEUYEEE. 

St. Michael's Palace, 
Toronto, Feb'y 12, 1857. 



(JProm the Leadtr^ Fdnruary 19.) 

THE BRUYERE-EYEESON COREESPOITOENCE. 



Several days have now elapsed since we, acting upon the 
suggestions of correspondents, called upon Db. Eyeeson and 
the xlev. M. Bbityere to publish entire, in pamphlet form, 
the correspondence which has passed between them on the 
subject of the distribution of the Clergy Eeserves monies. 
Eev. M. BRtiYERB, the very next day, addressed a letter to 
this journal statins his willingness to comply with the sug- 

festion.* But, so far, Dr. Eyerson has given no response, 
as made no sign. His silence seems to imply that he 
would prefer to nave matters stand as they ai*e. Several of 
his letters have been published in journals which did not 
give a word of the other side; and it would seem that he is 
satisfied with this unfair advantage, and is afraid to have 
the whole correspondence go before the public in pamphlet 
form. If so, the fact shows no little moral cowaroice ; and 
in any event he will not gain by this flinching from the or^ 
deal of public opinion foundea on the knowledge of the 
whole controversy ; for we learn that the Eev. M. Bbtjtebb 
has himself undertaken the publication of the entire corres- 
pondence. It will form the groundwork for a just opinion 
on the merits of the case ; and the result, whatever it be, 
must be far more satisfactory than the formation of an 
opinion upon either half or a detached portion of the cor- 
respondence. 
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THE RYERSON-BKTJYERE OOEBESPONDENOE. 



(to the editob of tboi "leadek".) 

DsAB Sm, — ^In compliance with your suggestion of the 
12th inst., I hastened, on the same dfay, to iniorm you that 
I acceded to the proposal made by you, that the whole of 
the late correspondence between Ih*. Kyerson and myself 
should be published in pamphlet ferm. I invited, at the 
same time, my distinguished antagonist to join with me in 
bearing an equal share of the expenses attending the publi- 
cation. Several days have now elapsed since the suggestions 
were made public. Hitherto nothing has issued from the 
Education Office to indicate what course the Chief Superin- 
tendent of Education intends to pursue. If his stem silence 
on the matter is to be taken as a criterion of his feelings, I 
am inclined to think that he does not approve ot the publi- 
cation of our Correspondence. Of his reasons for objecting 
to it, Dr. Ryerson is, doubtless, the best judge. But, as I 
have my reasons for acting differently, I beg leave to inform 
you and the public, that 1 take upon myself the risk and ex- 
pense of the publication. You are hereby authorized to co 
to work, at once, and publish, in pamphlet form, the whole 
correspondence between Dr. Ryerson and myself, including 
his Circular to the Municipalities. The noble letter acP 
dressed to me by His Lordship Bishop Pinsoneault of Lon- 
don, C. W., and bearing on tne same subject, must also be 
inierted in the pamphlet. I trust that those who have taken 
such an interest in the controversy, will not forsake me in 
the hour of need. For this purpose, I appeal, through the 
columns of your excellent journal, to the public at large, 
and especially to the clergy of all denominations and bo^- 
sellers, for their co-operation in the circulation of the 
pamphlet, as soon as it is issued from the Press. You will 
oblige me by writing, yourself, an introduction to it, with a 
short notice on the nature of the Clergy Reserves, for the 
benefit of those who may not be conversant with the question. 

I remain, Dear Sir, 

Tours truly, 

J. M. BRUTERK 

ToROSTO, FebroAiy 19tb, 1857. 
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CIRCULAR. 



To the Heads of City^ Tovm^ Tovynship and Village Muni- 
cipalities in Ujpper Ca/nada^ on the appropriation of 
the Clergy Meeervee. 



Sib,— 

By tlie late settlement of the Clergy Reserve question, 
a considerable sum ofmoney is placed at the disposal of ea9h 
MunicipaJity in Upper Canada ; and I take the liberty of 
addressing to you and to the Council over which you have 
been chosen to preside, a few words on the expenditure of 
tiie money whicn the Act of the Legislature has placed under 
your control. 

I beg, therefore, to submit to your favourable considera- 
tion, "vraether the highest intex^ts of jrour Municipality will 
not be best consultcS by the application of the whole, or at 
least a part of that sum, for procuring Maps, Charts, Globes 
&c., for your Schools, and books of useful and entertaining 
reading for aU classes and ages in your Municipality. K 
you apply the money to general purposes, it will amount to 
comparatively little, and the relief or advantades of it will 
scarcely be perceived or felt K you apply it to the pay- 
ment of salaries of Teachers, it may lessen lor the present 
the amount of your Municipal School rates ; but it wiU add 
nothing to your Educational resources, and will be of mo- 
mentary advantage. But if you apply it to famish your- 
Schools with Maps, Globes, &c.j and your constituents with 
Libraries, you will not only confer a benefit which will be 
felt in future years, in all your Schools, by all your children, 
and all classes of your population, and that without imposing 
a six pence rate upon any one, but will double your re- 
sources for these most important purposes. The Legislative 
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School Grant is appoiiioned to each Municipality aocarding 
to popttiation^ and is not. therefore, increased or lessened by 
any application yon may make of your share of the Clergy 
Reserve Fund. But the Legislative Grant for School Ap- 
paratus and Public Libraries is apportioned to each Muni- 
cipality according to the amount provided in such Mvnicir 
polity for the same jmrposes. m applying your Clergy 
Keserve Money, therefore, to these purposes, you double the 
amownt of it / and confer upon the rising generation and the 
whole community advantages which will be gratefully felt 
in all time to come, and develope intellectual resources, 
which, in their turn, will tell powerfully upon the advance- 
ment of the country in knowledge, wealth and happiness. 

Some Municipalities have anticipated what I now venture 
to suggest, bv resolving to apply their share of the Clergy 
Beserve Fimds to the purposes above mentioned. The first 
application I received was from a comparatively new and 
poor Townslup, whoife share of the Fund in Question 
amounted to £200 ; the whole of which the Councu nobly 
determined to apply for procuring Maps for the Schools 
and Public Libraries for the Township, and sent a deputa- 
tion to Toronto to select the Books, Maps, &c. I had great 
pleasure in adding other £200 to their appropriation, and 
thus every School in the Township is furnished with Maps 
and other requisites of instruction, and every family with 
books for reading, and that without a farthing's tax upon any 
inhabitant. It is delightful to think of a Township whose 
Schools are thus turnished with the best aids to make them 
attractive and efficient, and whose families are thus provided 
(especially during the long winter evenings) with the society 
of the greatest, best, and most entertaining men (through 
their works) of all countries and ages 1 Several Cities, 
Towns, and other Township Municipalities have adopted a 
similar course, some of them appropriating larger sums than 
that which I have mentioned. 

The voice of the people of Upper Canada has long been 
lifted up in favor of appropriating the proceeds of the Clergy 
Keserves to education^ purposes. Now that those proceeds 
are placed in their own hands through their mumcipal re- 
presentatives, it is as consistant as it is patriotic to carry out 
their often avowed wishes ; and I know of no way in which 
it can be done so eflFectually as that, by which the amount 
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of it may in the first place, be doubled, and in the second 
place, be so applied as to secure permanent benefit to every 
pupil and every family in each Municipality in Upper 
Canada. If the principal of the Fund were invested, and 
the interest accruing therefrom be annually applied, as I 
have taken the liberty to suggest, then ample means would 
be provided for supplying in all future lime every School 
and every family in Upper Canada with the means of in- 
creasing the interest and usefulness of the one, and the intel- 
ligence and enjoyment of the other, to an indefinite extent, 
and that without even being under the necessity of levying 
a rate or imposing a tax for that purpose. Such an invest- 
ment would be the proudest monument of the intelligence 
and large-heart edness of the grown-up population, and confer 
benefits beyond conception upon the rising and future gene- 
ration of tlie country. 

I have, heretofore, furnished each Municipal Council with 
a copy of the Catalogue of Books for Public Libraries, and 
I herewith transmit a copy of the Catalogue of Maps and 
other School Apparatus provided by this Department, 
together with the printed blank forms of application ; and I 
shall be happy to aflbrd every aid and facility in my power, 
as well as make the apportionments above intimated, 
towards accomplishing an object, or rather objects, so noble 
in themselves, and so varied and peraianent in their infiuence 
and advantages. 

I will thank you to have the goodness to lay this Circular 
before your Municipal Council, and to let me know as early 
as convenient the decision of your Council on the subject, 
which I have taken the liberty to bring under your notice, 
in order that I may know what apportionments and pror- 
sions may be requisite to meet the aj)prc)priations, and com» 
ply with the wishes of the various M.unicipalitie3. 

I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 
Tour fellow-laborer, and faithful servant, 

E. EYEESOK 
Education Office, 

Toronto, 15th Nov., 1856. 



14 

WHAT IS TO BE DONE WITH THE CLERGY RESERVE 

FUNDS ? 



TO THE CONDUCTORS 01* THX PRESS IN CANADA. 



Gentlemen, — I have before me a "Grcular" addressed, 
by Dr. Kyerson, Chief Superintendent of Schools in Upper 
Canada, to the heads of City, Town, Township, and Village 
Municipalities, in this section of the Province, on the ap- 
propriation of the Clergy Keserve Funds. In this letter, 
the distinguished head of the Educational Department, takes 
upon himself to deliver a lecture to the Mumcipalities of the 
upper section of the Province, on the expenditure of the 
money accruing from the secularized Clergy Reserves. The 
Kev. gentleman svbmits to the favorable consideration of 
the Munidpalities^ whether their hiahest interests will not be 
hest cori'SuUed hy the application of the whole^ or at least, a 
part of that sum^ for procuring Maps^ Charts^ Olobes^ etc., 
etc., for their Schools, and hooks of useful and entertaining 
reading for all classes and ages in the^r municipality. 

On the propriety of thus intruding an unasked advice 
on our various Municipalities, I will not attempt to express 
an opinion. The worthy Doctor may be actuated by consi- 
derations which may plead as an excuse for his meddling 
interference in the concerns of others. I may be permitted, 
however, to say, en passant, that our Municipal bodies, being 
composed of citizens of the highest respectability by their 
moral character, education, and standing in society, should 
be the best and sole judges of the most suitable appropria- 
tion of the money which the Act of the Legislature has 
{)laced under their control. Had the Rev. gentleman al- 
owed our Municipalities to follow, in this, their own judgment 
and discretion, I would have considered it imperative, on 
my part, an humble Priest of the Catholic Church, to remain 
silent. Having now before me the example of the distin- 

fuished Chief Superintendent of Schools in Upper Canada, 
may be permitted to venture to suggest some considera- 
tions on the same subject. 

Our Legislature, in settling, two years ago^hat long-pend- 
ing and much vexed question of the Clergy Keserves, meant 
to withdraw from the private use of one portion of our com- 
munity fnnds, which they considered should be applied to 
general purposes, and to the benefit of all Presbyterians, 
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Methodists, Baptists, Catholics, as well as Membere of the 
Church of England. They designed to share amongst the 
"whole community, the immense resources which were to 
accrue from the sale of landed estate heretofore enjoyed by 
a small class of Her Majesty's subjects, the clergy of the 
Church of England. They proposed to themselres to re- 
move for ever from our midst, a fruitful source of discord and 
bitter dissension. Whether the act of the Provincial Par- 
liament should be looked upon as a measure of distributive 
justice, or an act of high-handed robbery, I am not prepared 
to express an opinion. Bearing this in mind, I may be per- 
mitted to ask, whether it is right and proper now to appro- 
Elate to one portion of our people lunds which the 
gislature intended for the general use and benefit of all 
citizens, without distinction of creed or nationality. 

I beg leave, in turn, to submit to the favorable considera- 
tion of the public, whether the end of the Legislature will 
be obtained by the application of the proceeds of the sale 
of the Clergy Reserves to the purposes mentioned bv Dr. 
Ryerson, viz : to the furnishing Common Schools with Maps, 
Globes, and other School Apparatus — ^and getting up Public 
Libraries? Pray, what are these EducationalListitutions which 
Dr. Kyerson proposes to endow with the proceeds of the 
Clergy Reserves Fund ? We look around, and behold huge 
and palace-like fabrics, stigmatized by public opinion as 

godless schools. What are these stately edifices, rearing up 
leir proud turrets over the breadth and length of the land ? 
What are these gigantic mansions which first meet the eye 
of the traveller on entering our city ? Let the truth be pro- 
claimed again for the hundredth time. They are Common 
Schools, built with Catholic as well as Protestant money. 
They are houses of education from which religion is banished, 
where the elements of Christianity cannot be inculcated to 
the rising youth, where the child of Christian parents must 
be taught practically that all religious systems are equallr 
pleasing, or ratiber equally indifferent in the sight of God, 
be he a believer in the immutable decrees of eternal repro- 
bation or a follower of the imposter Joe Smith. These halls 
of learning, already so richly supplied with the most elegant 
School Apparatus, are shut up against one-third, or at least 
one-fourth of tiie population of Upper Canada. Yes, a Ca- 
tholic parent, who values his faith above all wordljr advanr- 
tages, and who rightly considers religion as the basis of aD 
b2 
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education, and the life of man upon eartli, would rathei 
•doom liis child to tlie horrors of the most degrading ignor 
«ncc, than permit him to drink in tho Common Schools ths 
poison of infidelity or heresy along with tlie pure drauglil 
t)i useful knowledge. These cnnvictiona .ire likewise shared 
hy a large portion ot'the members of the Church of England. 
Talk not to us of your superior training, sjih'ndid behool 
ApparatuR, and liighly qualified Teachers. If these advan- 
tages, great as they may be, are to be purchased at the price 
of our faith, we value them not ; we do not want them ; 
we spurn them and fling them back into your face. 

Sad would be the alternative left to the Catholic popula- 
tion of the Province, were Dr. Eyerson to have his own 
way. To send our children to the Common Schools, we 
cannot, without risking their faith, which we esteem above 
the most brilliant ediication, tainted with infidelity. To 
withhold them is to deprive them of the immense advantages 
held out in these richly endowed halls i,'f learning, which the 
acute Chief Superintendent so earnestly recommends to the 
liberal patronage of our IfunicipaUties. We read of tho 
tyranny of a Julian, the apostate, condemning the Cliristiana 
of his days, to ignorance and degradation, by shutting up 
their Scliools, and forbidding them to attend the hails of 
learning. History records the penal laws enacted in Ireland, 
making it felony lor the adherents of the ancient faith, either 
to harbor a Schoolmaster in their house, or to send their 
children abroad to be educated in a country whose faith was 
more congt;nial to iheir own. I do not hesitate in saying, 
that the yoke attempted to be imposed on our neck by the 
Chief Superintendent of Schools m Upper Canada, ie nol 
less galling, loss iiisuffL'rable, than that of the apostate 
Emperor of Constantinople, or of the Protestant rulers oJ 
■ England. He will, if allowed to have his own way, crush 
and annihilate our poorly endowed, and poorly furnished 
Separate Schools, by the overwhelming superiority of hi; 
School Apparatus, and by the already enormous resourcei 
placed under his control. But should the bait of the temptei 
entice the Catholic child to the godless schools, we will havt 
nothing to envy the neighbouring republic. There, tlianki 
to the State education, now in its zenitli, an iuficlel genera 
tion is rising up every where. "The serpents of irrefigion,' 
says a distingnislied writer of New York, swarm everj 
where. They are to he found in the halls of justice and ever 
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in the temple consecrated to religion." Over twelve mil- 
lions of inndels are scattered through that once flourishing 
republic, — now the land of Know-Nothingism, riot and 
bloodshed. Behold the lamentable fruits of a system of 
education encouraged and patronized by Dr. Kyerson, once 
a Minister of the Gospel ! Having these tacts, and the insi- 
dious "Circular" before me, I do not hesitate to assert, that 
the Chief Superintendent of Schools in Upper Canada is the 
most unrelenting and most oppressive enemy of Catholicity 
in this section of the Province, throwing altogether in the 
shade the apostate Julian of old ! 

K D". Ryerson was sincere in his anxiety for the diffusion 
of useful knowledge among the rising generation, without 
distinction of creed or nationality, why d res he not submit 
to the favorable consideration of the Municipalities, the 
propriety of applying, at least, a small part of the Clergy 
leserve Fund to the use of Catholic Separate Schools ? 
They too, and more by far, than Common Schools, stand in 
the greatest need of Maps, Charts, Globes and other School 
Apparatus. We are met, at once, by thc^. liberal and learned 
gentleman saying : The law is in your way ; there is a 
clause in the law for the secularization of the Clergy He- 
serves, precluding expressly Separate Schools from any share 
in the distribution of these funds. Yes, indeed, the law is 
in our way, thanks again to the Superintendent of Education 
in Upper Canada, who, (if I am cori-ectly informed,) sug- 
gested the oppressive clause cutting off Catholic Separate 
Schools from any share in the distribution of the above 
mentioned resources. K one system of education was to be 
excluded from any share in the common boon, why were 
not Common Schools hindered in like manner, from deriving 
any benefit from these enormous funds arising from the 
secularized Clergy Reserves ? Oh ! no ; Common Schools 
must be furnished, and abundantly furnished with Maps, 
Charts, Globes, &c., &c. Let the benighted Catholic boy and 
the Catholic girl learn astronomy by looking up to the stars, 
and geography by taking an easy trip around the world. 

The next purpose to which the learned Superintendent 
calls the favorable consideration of the Municipalities, is the 
getting up of Public Libraries, by the purchase of books of 
useful and entertaining reading for all classes and ages in 
their respective districts. Here again, I must confess, the 
public at large, and Catholics especially, owe a deep debt 
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of gratitude to Dr. Ryerson, for his amazing stretch of libeiv 
ality. With dae regard for the high standing and sacred 
character of the reverend gentleman, may I be permitted to 
ask him: What are these public libraries composed of? 
What class of authors penned these works of useml and en- 
tertaining reading? What sort of rare literary productiona 
are to enter into the composition of these Public LibrarieB, 
made up under the superintendence of the learned Divine of 
the Methodist Church ? What books will occupy the most 
prominent place in these well-furnished Libraries? Dr. 
Kyerson must excuse mj anxious inquisitivenees. Catholics 
are rather suspicious when they hear of a Protestant contri- 
Tance got up by a Potestant agency, and under Protestant 
influence. The worthy Chief Superintendent is, or was, a 
Reverend Protestant Minister. He knows that the general- 
ity of Protestants read none but Protestant books, I^rotest- 
ant newspapers. In getting up his Libraries, he will consult 
his own taste and that of his readers : he must procure such 
hooks as will suit their predilection, books thoroughly imr 
pregnated with Protestant spirit. Now, such reamng, en- 
tertaining as it m^ be to a Protestant mind, wiU never 
accord with our rather fastidious Catholic taste. 

But let us, for a moment, take a rapid survey of those 
Public Libraries, got up under the superintendence of Doc- 
tor Ryerson. Li looking over their shelves, it is not unlikelv 
but my eyes will fall upon some of the most rapid anti- 
Christian writers, such as the infidel Hume, and the skepti- 
cal Gibbon. The next works which probably will meet my 
gaze, are such truthful historical books as D'Aubigny's His- 
tory of the Reformation, whose assertions would put his 
Satanic majesty to the blush. Will the Rt. Rev. Doctor 
Spalding's brilliant refutation of D'Aubigny's History find 
a comer in Doctor Ryerson's Libraries f No. The Rev. 
gentleman knows that his fellow-believers are generally sat- 
isfied with an eaiyparie view of the subject. Then comes the 
richly got up diaries of distinguished Protestant tourists, 
giving to the world their fanciful sketches, from notes hastily 
taken from the window of a vehicle, on Italy, Naples, Spain, 
and other benighted Catholic countries, sitting in the shadow 
of ignorance, vice, superstition and idolatry. A Catholic 
clergyman has lately favored us with his admirable outlines 
on IVance, Italy, Naples, &c. But these masterly historical 
sketches, by the Rev. Mr. Haskins, being the production of 
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a Popish Priest, will find no room in Dr. Ryerson's Public 
Libraries. A more prejudiced or more illiberal work than 
White's elements of General History, could not be conceived. 
This historical compendium, replete with the vilest insults 
against what Catholic nations venerate and respect, was, 
and is, probably, still taugtt in the Grammar Schools. Of 
course, such a book will oe quite welcome in the Public 
libraries. A liberal Protestant prompted, perhaps, by 
serious doubts and misgivings, and desirous of reading the 
other side, will look in vain in those Public Libraries, for 
Hawkins' Travels through France, Italy, &c. ; Bossnet's 
Variations ; Balmes's Protestantism and Catholicity com- 
pared; Chateaubriand's Genius of Christianity; Cardinal 
Wiseman's Lectures ; Doctor Newman's Lectures ; the end 
of Conti'o versy , by D r. Milner ; Audin's History of Luther, 
Calvin, Henry VLU., Leo X ; Count de le Maistre's works; 
Trials of a Imnd, by Doctor Ives ; Keligion and Society, by 
Abbe Martinet; Doctor Spalding's Lectures; Cobbett's 
Reformation ; Lingard's Anglo-Saxon Church ; Gabon's 
Church History; Travels of an Irish gentleman in Search of 
a Eeligion ; History of the Church, by Reeve ; Travem's 
Amicable Discussions ; and sundry other works which assist 
a Protestant Reader in forming a correct opinion of the 
respective merits of Protestantism and Catholicity. The 
above named works, and such others as are written by im- 
partial and well-informed authors, are not, as a general rule, 
to be found in those public libraries, so much eulogized by 
Doctor Ryerson. Instead of them, you meet there with no- 
thing but the flimsy productions of narrow-minded and pre- 
judiced writers who give you a distorted and one sided view 
of the subject they treat, if it has any reference to Catho- 
licity, Catholic nations, and Catholic morals or customs. 

From the above statement and the perusal of the worthy 
Chief Superintendent's " Circular," the Public cannot be 
at a loss to discover his benevolent designs. The learned 
Doctor ventures to suggest to our various Municipalities, the 
application of, at least, a part of their share of the Clergy 
Keserve Funds, to the purchasing of works ludicrously 
stvled by him, hooks of useful arm entertaining readvng. 
Tne Chief Superintendent of Schools whose cranium has 
been stretched to its utmost capacity, cannot find out a bet- 
ter use of public money, destined for general purposes, than 
to purchase with it, and place into the hands of nsing gene- 
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xations, both Catholics and Protestants, hooha of useful and 
enteriainvna reading : viz : boobs calculated to corrupt the 
budding mmd of youth with the venom of infidelity, revile 
Catholicity, insult the ministers of a church of two Jtiundred 
millions of human beings, misrepresent their doctrines and 
practices. In these booKs of useful and entertaining read- 
img the most sacred tenets of our Holy Religion are attack- 
ed with a virulence and bitterness worthy of a Julian tJhe 
apostate. There, Catholicity is exhibited in a most odious 
form ; then this phantom, the offspring of a heated imagina- 
tion, or perhaps of a malicious heart, is assailed witli the 
most violent abuse, it is attacked with the powerful arms of 
ridicule and low ribaldry. In these works, recommended 
by Dr. Ryerson, hooTcs of useful and entertaining reading^ 
the morals, character, customs, and condition of Catholic 
countries, are depicted by ignorant or prejudiced scribblers, 
who are about as competent to write on Catholic nations, 
and Catholic usages, as a New Zealander who would attempt 
\o give a correct narrative of the manners and customs of 
England, which he has never seen or heard of. In some of 
the books which are to make up our public libraries, for the 
use of the rising youth of Upper Canada, religious subjects 
are handled wim the most amazing confidence by audacious 
tyros as inadequate to the task they have undertaken, as 
the blind man who sets himself up as a lecturer upon colors, 
or one deaf and dumb who ventures to give his views on 
the theory of sound. In a word, to foster an anti-christian 
^irit, hatred and animosity, to sow the seeds of dissention 
and religious discord among the citizens of the same com- 
munity ; such are the detestable purposes to which Dr. 
Ryerson would have our Municipalities to apply part of the 
money, which the act of the legislature has placed under 
their control. Let those who relish these hooks of useful 
amd entertaining reading^ purchase them with their own 
money. But, in the name ol justice and common sense, let 
not public money and public fiinds, destined for general 
purposes, be squandered away in increasing the power of a 
contrivance already productive of so much mischief. 

I conclude with expressing a sincere hope that the good 
sense, honesty, and liberality of our Municipalities in Upper 
Canada will defeat the snares of the enemy of peace and 
ood feeling in this section of the Province, by applying 
e funds placed into their hands to general purposes, and 
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to the common use of all, Catholics as well as Protestants, 
since they are all members of the same community, and 
have an equal right to its resources. Let these resources 
with which a kind Providence has blessed us, be spent in 
improving our Cities, Towns, and Villages, in draini::g and 
macadamizing our streets, digging sewers, where wanted, in 
founding institutions of general beneficence, such as com- 
mon baths for the use of poor people, in establishing general 
dispensaries, where the sick oi the poor class may procure 
whatever medicine may be necessary, in securing m each 
Ward of our large Cities the services of one or two Physici- 
ans, who would attend the most urgent cases of destitution. 
Let a part of the Clergy Reserve Funds be employed in 
erecting shelters for the aged, the infirm, the widow, the 
orphan, and the immigrant. Many of our Houses of In- 
dustry are in a lamentable state. Li several Towns, and 
even Cities, the destitute and the poor are yet without 
shelter. When the famishing widow will appeal to vour 
sympathy, will you reach her a Globe to appease her hun- 
ger ? W hen the half-naked orphan will stand before you, 
will you give him a map to cover his shivering limbs ? 
When the anxious immigrant will reach your shores, will 
you receive him with a chart to rest his wearied body upon ? 
When sickness and pestilence breaks out in your midst, will 
yon be able to relieve suffering humanity by scattering 
around you books of useful and entertaining reading, such 
as Doctor Kyerson suggests to purchase with the money 
placed under your control ? 

Let me now, with due ' respect, put the question to the 
benevolent members of our Municipalities : Will they be able 
to answer the numerous calls of humanity, to relieve so 
many sufferings, to provide for so many wants without large 
funds, and especially without increasing our taxes which 
are already enormous ? Let me then hope that the heads of 
our cities and towns will take better advice than tliat offered 
to them by the Chief Superintendent of Schools. Let each 
municipality, therefore, follow, in the use of their respective 
share of the Clergy Reserve Funds, their own judgment and 
discretion, without permitting themselves to be dictated to 
^ the head of the educational department. Onr worthy 
Chief Superintendent sees but one thing — ^his schools ; he 
thinks of nothing but his schools. During the day, all his 
thoughts are taien up with his schools. In the silence of 
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the night, the success and prosperitj of his schools, inter- 
rupt his peace and slumbers, and rise up before his vision. 
Are the fathers of our cities and towns, the heads of our 
municipalities, to make themselves rediculous because 
Doctor Ryerson chooses to be so? Are they to waste and 
squander away public money intended for general purposes, 
because the dictator of the schools bids them to do so ? No : 
our people expect better things from those to whose keeping 
they have confided tJieir welfare. They hope that they wiu 
be actuated but by one consideration, — ^tne general good 
and utility of all; influenced but by one motive — ^love and 
good towards all. 

In conclusion, I beg leave to state, that I will consider it 
as a favor if the Press in Toronto, and elsewhere, do me the 
honor of inserting in their columns the above views, imper- 
fect as they are. The subject is of the utmost importance 
and should be placed before the public. On the conductors 
of a wise press, devolves the duty of enlightening public 
opinion. To the good sense and kind incmlgence of the 
public I submit these considerations, and beg to subscribe 
myself. 

Their humble servant, 

J. M. BEUTERE. 
Toronto, Dec. 9, 1856. 

(From the Leader^ December 22, 1856.) 

How is it that Dr. Ryerson, usually ready to rush into 
print on the slightest pretext, has not favored the public 
with a reply to me Rev. Mr. Bruyere's suggestions as to the 
disposal of the Clergy Reserves monies^ Is the usually 
belligerent Superintendent of Education becoming docile in 
these latter days ? Has he discovered that the Rev. Mr. 
Bruyere stands upon unassailable ground ; or that, although 
a Frenchman he writes better En^ish than this official, and 
would not be a very convenient antagonist. People are 
asking one another these questions. In the mean time, the 
Press is discussing the question according to the particula3r 

J)redilections of tne writers or the parties to which they be- 
ong. Several journals have had articles adverse to the 
views of the Rev. Mr. Bruyere, without reproducing Mg 
letter ; thus depriving their readers of an opportunity of 
judging for themselves on the merits of the question. 
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TO THE EDUOB or THB *' XiEADEB." 

Education Office, 
Toronto, 22nd December, 1866. 

Sm,^ — ^In to-day's Leader^ you severely blame me for not 
having replied to the letter of the Rev. J. M. Bruyere, whict 
appeared in your paper of the 10th instant ; 1 herewith 
transmit my reply for insertion in The Leader^ at your 
earliest convenience. 
You will see from what follows, that you are mistaken 
; as to the reasons of my tardiness in replying to attacks of 
Mr. Bruyere ; that it has been from the extravagance and 
puerility of Mr. Bruyere's letter, rather than from the 
cogency of his facts and arguments, that I have deferred 
noticing it until to-day. 

I have the honor to be, sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

E. RYEESON. 

Db. Ryeeson's Reply to the Rbv. J. M. Bbuyerb. 

When I first read in The Leader oi the 10th inst., the lelter 
of the Rev. J. M. Bruyere (Roman Catholic Priest in this 
city) addressed to the " conductors of the Press in Canada," 
criticising a circular which I recently addressed to Heads of 
of MunicipalitieB on the application of the Clergy Reserve 
Fund, and assailing our Common School system generally, 
I thought his statements were too improbable and his 
objections too often refuted to require auy notice from me. 
But I find by remarks in The Leader and other papers, as 
well as by observations in private circles, that I am expected 
to reply to this anti-pubuc school champion; and I am 
inducea to comply with wishes thus entertained chiefly by the 
considerations that Mr. Bruyere appears as the representa- 
tive and organ of a party, and that the statements of his 
letter afford me another opportunity of exhibiting the fair 
and generous priaciples of our public school system, and of 
exposing the unfairness and baselessness of the objections 
urged against it by the party of Mr. Bruyere. 

2. TQie jpersonaliMea of Mr. Bruyere manifest the favorite 
weapon of his party in all controversies, and require little 
notice. VV^hen a law of the land reqtnres the Chief Superin- 
tendent ot Schools, among other thin^, ^^ to employ all 
lawful means in his power to promote me establishment of 
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school libraries for general reading," " to provide the schools 
•with maps and apparatus," and " collect and diffd'se usefiil 
information on the subject of education generally," Mr. 
Bruyere shows as little regard for law as for good taste, in 
charging me with indecent presumption and intnision, in 
submitting to the Municipal Councils the suggestions con- 
tained in my circular, and more especially when I proposed 
to add " to each municipal appropiation, one hundred per 
cent." out of grants which the liberality of the Legislature 
had placed at my disposal for the very purpose of establish- 
ing public libraries and providing schools with maps and 
apparatus. But with as little consistency as logic, Mr. 
Bruyere denounces my example in intruding upon the public 
on the subject of education, and yet pleads mat very example 
for hu doing the same thing ! 

3. Mr. Bruyere remarks " that our Municipal bodies being 
composed of citizens of the highest respectability by their 
moral character, their education and standing in society, 
should be the best and sole judges of the most suitable 
appropriation of the money which the Act of the Legislature 
has placed under their control." I quite agree in this 
extorted tribute to the intelligence and patriotism of our 
Municipal Councils ; and it is on this very ground that I 
have proposed from time to time the provisions of laws to 
invest them with such large and responsible powers in regard 
to the education of the youth of the country. I am glad 
that the party of Mr. Bruyere has at length learned to ap- 
preciate the Municipal bodies more highly than recently, 
when they declared them too ignorant and bigoted to deter- 
mine the boundaries of separate school sections, or appoint 
superintendents to divide the school moneys between the 
separate and public schools. On account of these clamors 
of Mr. Bruyere's party against the Municipal Councils, the 
division of school monies between the public and separate 
schools was transferred from the Municipal authorities to the 
Chief Superintende t, and the Separate School Act takes 
away the determining of the boundaries separate school sec- 
tions from the Municipal Councils altogether — making the 
boundaries of a separate school section invariably the same 
as those of the common school section within. the limits of 
.w-hich the separate school is established: whereas formerly 
the Municipal Councils, in compliance with the wishes of 
supporters ol Sepai'ate Schools, often < xtended the limits of 
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Separate School sections over three or four Common School 
sections. It appears to me now that Mr. Bniy ore's party 
begiu to think more favorably of Municipal bodies than 
heretofore ; and those bodies will doubtless appreciate his 
compliments. 

4. The professed subject of Mr. Bruyere's letter is a two- 
fold protest — one against the application of any part of the 
Clergy Reserve Fund for the purchase of school maps and 
appuratus ; the other against its application for the purchase 
of public Libraries. I will examine the grounds on which 
he professes to base each of these protests. 

5. He protests against any part of the Clergy Reserve 
Pund being applied to the purchase ef school maps and 
apparatus, because the Separate Schools are excluded from 
any participation in it for that purpose. He says, " t^ie 
" Catholic Separate Schools too and more by far than the 

' Common Schools, stand in the greatest need of maps, 
' charts, globes, and other school apparatus. We are at 
' once met by the liberal and learned gentleman spying, 

* the law is in vour way ; there is a clause in the law for 

* the secularization of the Clergy Resei'ves, precluding 
' especially Separate Schools from any share in the distribu- 
' tion of these funds." Mr. B. proceeds to charge me with 

having suggested this clause of the law for the seculaiization 
of the Cler»>y Reserves, and then piteously exclaims: 
" Common Schools must be furnished abundantly with maps, 
" charts, globes, ifec, &c. Let the benighted catholic boy, 
" and catholic girl, learn astronomy by looking up to the 
" stars, and geography by taking an easy trip around the 
" world." Inow the simple fact is, that I not only never 
suggested one clause, phrase, or word of the law for the 
secularization of the Clergy Reserves, but there is no 
restrictive clause whatever, such as Mr. Bruyere asserts, 
though municipalities in Lower Canada are precluded by an 
act passed last session from raising anything for the support 
of dissentient Schools. The Separate Schools in Upper 
Canada have precisely the same facilities for providing them- 
selves with maps, charts, globes, &c., as the Common 
Schools ; and supporters of Separate Schools in Toronto, 
Kingston, Hamilton, London, Chatham, Brantford, Niagara, 
Barrie, Peterboro', Prescott, and other places, have availed 
themselves of the facilities for procuring maps, charts, globes, 
&c., at this department, and to each of them I have appro- 
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tiomed one knndred per oenL on the fiums advanced by them. 
And only a few d^s before Mr. Bruyere makes these asser- 
tions, the Koman Catholic Biehop of London was shewn the 
depository of maps, globes, &c., by myself, and he ordered 
a number of them for his Separate Schools, and to which I 
made the apportionment of one hundred per cent, on the 
amount advanced. 

C. Mr. Bruyere's statements in regard to hooks in the 
official catalogue for Public Libraries are equally unfounded 
and contrary to fact. While he exclaims agamst the histories 
of the "infidel Huige and the sceptical Gibbon," he ought to 
know that neither of these works is the Index Jtaspurgatorv^^ 
while Archbishop WhatlOT's Logic, and Macaulay's History 
are thus distinguished. He says, " cPAiMan^s History of 
the ReformaMon^^^ is in the catalogue, which is not the fact. 
Bfe says there is no such book in the catalogue as " Cardinal 
Wiseman's Lectures," — whereas Cardinal Wiaema/n^s Lec- 
tures on the confiection between Science and MefveaUd 
Heligimi are on the official catalogue, as also Bossuet's 
Uhiversai Jffistory. Mr. Bruyere likewise says, "In vain 
" will we look in these public libraries for iMwarWs Anglo 
" Saami Chv/rch; Gahan^s Chv/rch History ; Mistory of the 
" Church by Reeve," when each of these three histories is 
contained in the official catalogue ; as also Li/ngard^s His- 
tory of England ; MilmrHs Uistory of Emlamd; Fredeffs 
Ancient History^ and Irede^s Moaem jaistory. These 
works were inserted in the catalogue three years ago on the 
recommendation of Bishop Charbonnel, to whom was com- 
municated the wish of the Council of Public Listruction 
that he would select tlie Eoman Catholic Histories he judged 
best, as the Council, on the disputed ground of civil and 
ecclesiastical history, intended to select a certain number of 
standard works on each side — leaving to what Mr. Bruvere 
himself calls the "good sense, honesty, and liberality of the 
Municipalities in Upper Cr.nada," to procure which they 
might pleas: ; and most of them have made a fair selection 
of histories Irom both sides. If av, when in London, in 1861, 
making selections of library books for examination, and ar- 
rangements for procuring them, I had (on the strength of a 
letter of inti*oduction from a high quarter) an interview witli 
Cardinal Wiseman, to whom Ibriefly explained the princi- 
ples on which I proposed to promote the establishment of 
Jpublic School Libraries in Upper Canada— the avoidance of 



doetxinal and oontroyersial woiicB of any reb'gions persuasion, 
as between Protestants and Koman Catholics, and the selec- 
tion of the most popular works in all the departments of 
hnman knowledge, and I wished his Eminence to favor me 
with a lists of books and their publishers such as were ap- 
proved by his Church and in harmony with the character 
and objects of the proposed Canadian Libraries. Cardinal 
Wiseman frankly replied, that nearly all the books printed 
and sold by Catholic publishers, were doctrinal expositions 
and vindications of the Catholic Church, or such as related 
to questions of dijBference between Catholics and Protestants, 
ana therefore, not adapted to the non-controversial and non- 
denominational libraries I proposed to establish. Yet, after 
this, I applied to Bishop Charbonnel, notwithstanding his 
previous attacks on me, and inserted in the catalogue 
every historical library book recomended by him, and more 
than the histories enumerated by Mr. Bruyere. Thus 
throughout, have I pursued a fair, a kind and generous 
course towards Roman Catholics, and have treated them 
with a consideration which has not been shown to any Pro- 
testant denomination, while their Charbonnels and Bruyeres 
have not ceased to requite me with evil for good, by their 
ceaseless misrepresentations, provocations and calumnies. 

T. Mr. Brnyere represents me as the most inveterate 
enemy of Romanism in the country, and employing every 
means in my power to oppose and destroy it. what may 
be my views as to the peculiar doctrines of Romanism and 
Protestantism, and of the comparative influence of each 
system upon religion, morals, intellect, social order, liberty, 
civilization, and man's well-being here and hereafter, is a 
matter which appertains to myself. I am responsible for 
my offioM acts ; and to them 1 appeal for a refutation of Mr. 
Bruyere's imputations. And the reader will, perhaps, be 
surprised to leam,'that at the very moment Mr. Bruyere thtM 
assailed my ofBicial conduct, he had fr^h in his recollection, 
if not in his possession, a practical refutation of his own 
charges, as I nad, no longer ago than the 26th of November, 
addressed to him an official letter, (in reply to one from him,) 
every sentiment and word of which disproves his statements. 
As this correspondence illuntrates the rehgious aspect of our 
Common School system, the extent to which Mr. Bruyere 
fflad his friends seek to avail themselveB of it, and the fidr- 
Bess and " liberality" with which I have interpreted and ap- 
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plied the law in favor of Eoman Catholics as well as Pro- 
testants,! append copies of it to this letter for publication, as 
the best answer to the attacks of Mr. Bruyere s party. This 
correspondence is only a specimen of much of the same 
kind. I select it because it Las recently taken place with 
Mr. Bruyere himself. A man's necessities must be great 
and his scruples small indeed, when he conceals the truth 
and asserts tne contrary. 

8. In conclusion, 1 beg to add three or four general re- 
marks.- The first is, that Mr. Bruyere's objections to the 
system of providing the schools, &c., and the municipalitiei 
with libraries, are perfectly frivolous and groundless, as in 
regard to these the Separate Schools and the Koman Catholics 
are placed upon precisely the same footing as the Public 
Schools and the other classes of the population. The books 
which Mr. Bruyere complains of as selected for the libraries 
are not in the catalogue at all, and the histories ivhich he re- 
presents as having been omitted are all in the catalogue, 
while the culture of the vast and varied fields of human 
knowledge — common alike to the Romanist and Protestant 
— ^is provided for by the best translations of the famed 
authors of ancient Greece and Rome, by the best worlra on 
every branch of natural history, science, and philosophy, 
every department of human industry and enterprise, as also 
of genius, imagination and taste ; and fi*om this extensive 
catalogue of some four tliousand diflferent works (several 
thousand volumes) selections are made at the uncontrolled 
discretion of those whom Mr. Bruyere himself has pro- 
nounced " citizens of the highest respectability by their 
"moral character, education, and standing in society." 

My second remark, is Mr. Brnyere's statements and ob- 
jections, that religion is banished from our Common Schools 
and that they are infidel, are equally groundless anduntrne, 
as may be seen by the appended correspondence, the official 
regulations, and hundreds of official returns. The only 
ecclesiastic in Canada that ever proposed the "banishment 
of religion from our Common Schools was Bishop Charbonnel 
himself." In his official correspondence with me, (printed 
by order of the Legislative Assembly,) letter dated 1st of 
May, 1852, the BisTxop says — " I have said, that if the cat- 
" echism were sufficiently taught in the family or by the 
" pastor, BO rare in this large Diocese — and if ike mixed 
" schools were exdicsivdyfor secular instruction^ and without 
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" danger to our Catholics, in regard to morals, books and 
" companion?, the Catholic Hierarchy might tolerate it, as I 
" have done in certain localities, after having made due in- 
" quiiy." I am quite aware of tlie object of thus wishing 
to banieh all recognition of religion from our Common 
Schools, as well as Mr. Bruyere's object in asserting that 
such is now the fact. The same course was pursued by 
Bishop Hughes and his partizans in the city of New York 
some years since. Under the pretence of not permitting 
anything denominational in the schools, the Bible was taken 
out of' the hands of the Protestant pupils, and every par- 
agraph and sentence, and every word, in which any reference 
to religion, or even the Divine Being was made in the school 
books, was crossed or blotted out. 1 have in my possession 
a spacimen of this system of school-book emaculation in 
order to conciliate (as it was supposed) Bishop Huojhes and 
his followers. Did it succeed ? Certainly not. The school 
being thus rendered so objectionable to large classes of Pro- 
testants, it was thought they might be crushed altogether. 
Bishop Hughes now denounced mem, as Mr. Bruyere does 
our Common Schools, as godless, infidel, &c., and to be shunn- 
ed by all mankind as the deadly fountains of infidelity. I 
have endeavored to guard our school system and schools from 
a similar danger by equally protecting the rights and interest 
of both Protestant and Komanist ; and this is the real ground 
of the alarm and denunciations of Mr. Bruyere and his con- 
try, who class all as infidels that are not of their party, and 
all teaching infidelity which . is not given under their di- 
rection. I will not consent to Mr. Bruyere's wresting from 
the hands of a Protestant child his Bible — the best cnarter 
of his civil liberty, as well as his best directory to heaven — 
any more than I will force it into the hands of the Eoman 
Catholic child, or wrest from him his Catechism. Thus are 
the assertions of Mr. Bruyere and his confreres falsified, and 
their alien aggressions against our Common School system 
defeated. In the days of the venerable Bishop McDonell 
and the excellent Bishop Power, there was no such clamor 
against our Common Schools, they were liable to greater 
objections from that quarter than now; there were then no 
Buch classification and denunciation of all as infidels who do 
not believe in the peculiar dogmas of the Church of Rome 
— ^no such efforts to separate Eoman Catholics and their 
children from Protestants ; and the result was there were as 
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BOtmd Roman Oatholics then as now, and the Boman Oa- 
tholic children who were tanght in the mixed schools are as 
good Boman Catholics as those who have been, or are, tanght 
m the Separate Schools ; there were from six to tweTre 
Boman Catholics, members of the less nnmerons Legislative 
Assembly of Upper Canada, elected by the common snflfrages 
of Protestant as well as Boman Catholic electors, instead of 
one, as at the present time, and he elected by protesting 
Mainst Separate Schools and against priestly influence. Ten 
Globes and their contributors could not do as much to impair 
the influence of the Boman Catholic Church, and blight the 
hopes of its members in regard to such distinctions and 
advantages as depend on the popular elective voice, as have 
the Charbonnels and Bruyeres of that Church during the 
last five years. Though one may not regret this as a Pro- 
testant, yet every benevolent and patriotic mind must lament 
that there is any class of children or citizens in the country 
so isolated as to deprive them of the mental development 
and culture enjoyed by others, and cut off from the prospects 
of all public offices and distinctions depending upon the 
elective voice of the people to which intelligence, talent, in- 
dustry and worth are justly entitled, irrespective of religious 
sect or creed. It is to the Charbonnels and Bruyeres — ^the 
infusion of a new foreign element into our country since the 
days of Bishops McDonell and Power — that our Koman Ca- 
tholic fellow citizens owe the cloudy, civil and social pi-os- 
pects that are darkening the future of themselves and their 
children. The palace3ike schoolhouses, richly furnished 
with appropriate maps, charts, and other apparatus, which 
inflict such pangs in the heart of Mr. Bruyere, are so many 
voluntary creations of the people themselves ; so many 
bright illustrations of a glorious progress, in which Boman 
Catnolics, in common with all other classes, should, and may 
equally participate. I should falsify the whole of my past 
life, and despise myself, were I not scrupulous to protect the 
rights and feelings of Boman Catholics equally with those 
of any, or all other classes of the community. It is certain 
of their own ecclessiastics who have inflicted upon them 
burdens and disadvantages which their fathers had not to 
bear in the days of Bishops McDonell and Power ; who have 
made that a mortal sin at a Municipal or School Election, 
which was formerly no sin at all ; who deny the ordinances 
for attending schools, an attendance at which was formerly 
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encouraged, when those schools were more exceptionable 
than at present. The conscientious convictions of which Mr. 
Bra jere talks, have been manufactured to order, as also the 
moiital sins which are charged ui^on certain Catholics. The 
authors of such violations of the rights of both God and man ; 
who treat the immortal minds of Koman Catholics just as tli^ 
American slave-holder does the mortal bodies of his slaves ; 
who prohibit all mental development, all exercise of thoughl^ 
all participation of any mental food, the reception of even a 
si^le raj of intellectual light, except at their own command, 
and under their own manipulation; the authors of such an 
enslavement and extinction of all that is expansive and dig^ 
nified and noble in man, are alone r^ponsible, if the Boman 
Catholics and their decendents in Upper Canada become 
" Hewers of wood and drawers of water" to other classes of 
their fellow citizens, instead of standing upon equal footing 
with them and rivalling them in intelligence, mental power, 
enterprize, wealth, individual influence and public position. 
But the autiiors of this new crusade for the creation of a 
despotism in the State, and above the State, upon the wrecks 
of Canadian intellect and civilization, seems as reckless of 
principles as of consequences ; and to destroy our national 
school system every variety of method is employed :— At 
one time, all state provision for education is denounced, and 
that in the face of state endowments for education in Lower 
Canada — at another time it is insisted, not only that the 
state, but that even the municipalities shall collect and pro- 
vide funds for the support of Koman Catholic schools, as 
may be demanded from time to time by their supporters, 
and that without any supervision or accountability such as 
is required in regara to public schools equally open to all 
classes of the community. At one time Members of Gov- 
ernment and of the Legislative are thanked and praised for 
having passed certain provisions of a Separate School law ; 
at another time the very same persons are denounced from 
the very same source for not having repealed those provi- 
sions. The assertion that our school sare infidel is an insult 
and libel upon the people of Upper Canada, who cherish 
and support them ; and the pretence is as idle as it is ground- 
less, that the pupil of a day school cannot be taught his cate- 
chism at all unless taught it during the six hours, per day of 
the five days and a half of each week that he is in the 
sdhool) when he is sixteen hours each day, and the whole of 
Sunday under the care of his parents and priest. 
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Bat as I have in my last annual report sufficiently yindi- 
oated the religious and impartial character of our school 
system, I need not do so again in this place ; my present 
object is only to defend it and myself against the fresh at- 
tacks of Mr. Bruyere, and to expose the spirit and character 
of his semi official manifesto. 

My last remark is, that the same spirit which assails, mis- 
represents and calumniates our public school system, is 
equally hostile and calumnious a^nst everythingBritish, 
from tne throne down to the school municipality, x ou can- 
not open the journals in which the letters of Bishop Char- 
bonnel and Mr. Bruyere find an echo without seeing them 
largely devoted to selections and articles assailing the British 
Government as the most unjust and execrable in existence, 
both in its foreign diplomacy and domestic administration, 
and the British nation as the most heartless and unprincipled 
on the face of the globe. Were I to insert only those pas- 
sages of this kind that 1 have marked, the reader would be 
surprised and shocked at the concentration of enmity which 
is cherished and inculcated by these journals against the 
Govenmient, character, institutions, ar.d prosperity of the 
mother country. Tlieir hostility to our system of public in- 
struction is only one aspect or phase of a crusaae against 
everything that places Great Britain at the head of modem 
civilization, and make her the asylum and guardian of liberty 
for the oppressed of all nations, and develops her national 
mind and resources beyond those of any other country in 
Europe. 

I trust the papers that have inserted his attacks will insert 
this reply. 

E. RYERSOK 
Education Office, ) 
Toronto, Dec. 22nd, 1856. J 



Correspondence between Dr. Hyerson and ike Hev. «/. J/. 
JBruyere^ on religious exercises and rdigioys instruc- 
tions in the Common Schools — [referred to in the pre- 
ceding.] 

No. 1.] The Rev. J. M. Rniyere to the Chief Superintendent of Edu- 
cation. 

(L. E. 4882, 1836.) 
Eespected Sib, — The enclosed letter reached me yester- 
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day. ^ Unalls to solve the question proposed to me, I take 
the liberty of addressing it to you, as the most competent 
judge in such a matter. Should you be so kind as to give 
your opinion on the involved question, I will forward it to 
Mr. Bulmer. 

Hoping you will forgive the liberty I have thus taken in 
trespassing on your valuable time, 

I am, dear sir, your most obedient servant, 

^ (Signed) J. M. BRUYERE. 

Db, Ryeeson, 

Chief Superintendent of Education. 



[Enclosure.] 

Windsor, Canada West, 

Oct. 21, 1856. 
The Rev. J. Bruyere. 

Dear Rev. Sir, — I hope you will excuse the liberty I 
have taken in writing to you on a legal point of law, but as 
many parties here cannot give, and even diifer on the in- 
volved question, I thought probably you could obtain me the 
solution and advice I seek far better in Toronto when so 
near the Board of Education, than what I could in Windsor. 
The point to which I refer is as regards the school tax of 
this section. I am Teacher and Collector of School Sec- 
tions Nos. 2 and 5, Township of Anderdon, County of Essex. 
Being in want of money, the Trustees empowered me to 
collect the school tax as authorized by law, but when calling 
on two or three Protestants, they protest against the tax, and 
says it is a Catholic school. 

1. The school is free and supported by general tax. 

2. All the people, with three exceptions, are French, and 
require the Christian Brothers' 2nd Book to be used for 
their children, while the Protestants use what books they 
thinkproper. 

3. Catholic prayers are used at the recommendation of 
myself and Trustees, both at morning, noon and evening 
prayers. 

4. I have taught the French Catechism to the Catholics 
when the confirmation was held at Moulton, during school 
hour?, but only to the French children. 

6. No religious knowledge has been taught to the three 
Protestant cnildren, and only a Christian Brothers' book, 
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2nd series, was given to one of them, when the boj brou^rt 
me 2s. to buy one for him. 

The (questions involved here are : Have we, by teaching 
Catechism to the Catholic children during school honrs, ana 
by using the Christian Brothers' books for Catholic dhild- 
ren, exempted the Protestants from tax, and made the 
school separate, instead of common or public ? 

This is the only school in the section, and the Protestants 
have not demanded another, since all the children, with 
three exceptions, are Catholics, and speak French. We 
have only used the French books, with the exception when 
a boy or class wished to learn English : then, and only then, 
have we used the English translation. 

We have closed school on days of observance by the 
Trustees' order, but the Protestants object to it, and say they 
will bring an action against us for violating the law, as only 
certain holidays are aflowed by law. 

Your early reply will greatly oblige, as I am forced to 
seize the goods and chattels of persons making de&ult of 
payment after ten days notice, which has nearly expired 
for all the Protestants. 

I am, dear and Rev. Sir, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) THOS. L. BULMEE, 

Teachery Windsor. 

P. S. — ^I teach school six miles from Maiden, but receive 
my letters in Windsor, as my general residence is there. 

T. L. B. 



No. 2.] The Chief Superintendent to the Local Superintendent of An 

deison. 

Education Office, 

Toronto, Oct. 27, 1856. 
pSTo. 6649, S.] 

Sm, — ^I will thank you to return the enclosed letter at 
your earliest convenience, with such remarks and explana- 
tions (on a separate sheet) as you may judge necessary. 

I have the honor, 

(Signed) E. KTERSOK 

Joseph A. Bethelot, Esq., 

Local Superintendent, Anderdon, Amherstburgh* 
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No. 3.] The Chief Superintendent to the Rev. J. M. Bmyare. 

Education Office, 

Toronto, Oct. 27, 1856. 
[No. 2650, S.] 

Sm, — ^I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
note of the 28rd inst., and to state, in reply, that as the letter 
enclosed by you involves facts, as well as questions of law, 
I have felt it necessary (before answering it) to refer it to 
the Local Superintendent of Anderdon tor his report upon 
the statements made. See 4th page of this letter.* 

I have the honor, &c., 

(Signed) E. RYEKSON. 

The Kev. J. M. Bruyebe, ) 

{In re. No. 2 and 5 Anderdon) > 
Toronto. \ 



No. 4.] The Local Superintendent of Anderdon to the Chief Superin- 
tendent. 

Anderdon Township, 
County of Essex, 0. W. 
[L. K. 5046, 1856.] 

[Not dated. Received E. O. 14th Nov., 1856.] 

Sm, — My being absent from home will account for this 
delay in the answer of youi-s of the 28th ult.. No. 2649 — 
requesting I should return the enclosed with such remarks 
and any explanation I may judge necessary. 

* Appeals to the Chief Superintendent of Education. — AU parties 
concerned in the operations of the Common School Laws have the 
right to appeal to the Chief Superintendent of Education ; and he is 
authorised to decide on such questions as are not otherwise provided 
for by law. But for the ends of justice, — to prevent delay, ana to save 
expenses, — it will be necessary for any party thus appealing to thQ.. 
Cmef Superintendent of Education : 1. To furnish the party against 
whom they may appeal with a correct copy of their communication to 
the Chief Superintendent, in order that such party may have an oppor*- 
tunity of transmitting any explanation or answer they may jud^e ez- 

Sedient. 2. To state expressly, in the appeal to the -Chief Supermten^ 
ent, that the opposite party has been tnus notified, as it must not be 
supposed that the Chief Superintendent will decide, or form an opinion 
on any point affecting diJSerent parties, without hearing both 8ide&— 
whatever delay may at any time be occasioned in order to secure such 
hearing. Application for advice in Common School matters, should, in 
all cases, heHrst made to the Local Superintendent having jurisdic- 
tion in the Municipality. 
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I would inform you that in my great desire to start or 
establish a good and large school in sections No. 2 and 5, 
which had been so sorrowlully neglected, that I felt it ne- 
cessary, and justitied under the circumstance*?, in granting to 
Trustees and Teacher, certain privilei^es whi(h may be con- 
sidered, in some degree, a violation of the law regulating 
Common Schools. Hie children being all small, and all 
French except two ; parents wisldng they should be taught 
French ibr the fii-st year at least, if not the second ; there 
being no translation of the books authoiized, I i)ermitted 
them to use such books as are used in the Township of 
Sandwich and Lower Canada. As regards the teaching of 
Catechism to the children, it was undei-stoo I to be out of 
school, in other words stter school hours. I knew that if I 
did not allow a slight violation of the law, the section would 
be without a school, now consisting of 60 to 60 pupils. I 
would here remai-k that the two or three Protestants whom 
Mr. Bulmer, the teacher, speaks of, are peifectly justified in 
protesting against the tax impo?;ed by teacliere : — not know- 
ing the circumstances under which I acted ; when expla ned 
to them, which I will do in a few days, they, I IV el assured, 
will justify the slight violation, and pay the tax willingly ; 
and more, if it is deemed neces^^ary to keep the school in 
its present condition, I ft^el well assured that the strict ad- 
herence to the letter of the law by the last Superintendent 
was the cause of so small a number ofr children attending 
school. I am also fully satisfied from what has transpired, 
that a slight deviation in nothing very essential does remove 
objections which parents frequently urge as an excuse for 
not sending their children to school. It is a true and mel- 
ancholy fact that in this and adjoining Townships the 
majority are constantly urging reasons for not sending their 
children, and it is only by a personal visit of the Supeiiu- 
tenient — and not always successful — to every head of family, 
to urge, and I might almost say heg of them to send their 
children, to enable you to form anything like a good school. 
I have thought it advisable to state a few facts to give you 
some idea of the difficulties attending the duties of a Super- 
intendent who feels as he should about schools, they must 
palfiate any slight deviation from his duties which are 
clearly ])ointed out. I have no doubt but what the Tmstees 
have done some little things that might be taken advantage 
of, but I have every reason to think that they have acted 



hoti^tly, and tfeia^t if lawful and xlgfit. Cfeotiitt ft M 
fhonght best, arid proper to make a ch^rigei ift the mtnkgs^ 
ment of the scho^ol sections Nos. 2 and 5, atte'r the r^iiforiJi 
hei^ 0veti tot rhf allol^ing certdin privilege I i^cniM iH^ 
fop Sldvicfe arid liMtruijtibns. 

Yours' I'efepecffully, 

(SigAed) JOSEPH A. BERTEIX)'!!, 

LoaaUStii^rmte^defit iii iLAd^^^ebr Td^t^ffiASf^ 



Ho. Ij the tiief Supenftteiident to the SeS^. i. Bf. SfujTer^, ' 

Education Qi;Fici ^ 
Toronto, Nov, 26. 1856. . . 
pja2795T.l , ' 

Sib, — In referenqe te your letter of the ,23x4 uitf the rfEh 
ceipt of which I ackn,owle<ig|ed on the 27tli ult^.I haVe r^ 
ceived from the Local Superintelideiiit of Ai^dierdon (Mr. J*- 
A. Berthelot) hiA e£pknAti<»i relatiye to thV jCitiatt^iis itiefett? 
ed to in the letter of tibe TinsteeB of School Seotio2)fl Kocii, 2 
and 5 in that Township, which you had enclosed to me, ;mm 
oa wbich you request xny int^rpiietation <tf the school, latr.. 

1. Tlie law in Upper Canada does not |>eriiu!t any 4Uti^orit}c 
whatever to interfere between the parent er .^ardi«^ Mi^ 
child in r^ard to religious insttnictipn, . xhe law on: the 
subject of u^ing bookb, and giving religigiti^ ipstrueti^)Bu» m 
the public schools, is as follows :-^^' if o foreign l>ooks in the 
£pgiish branches of education shall be used in any model or 
<^briirilon sthtxjl, without the ektres^ pennission of the Council 
of Public Instruction, nor shall an^ ptipil lnatty4u6hiiii!ibol 
be requii-ed to read ot dtifdy iir or'frbni an;^ rcIiglOi^ book, 
or join in any exercise of devotion or religion, which shall 
be objected to by his.parerits 6T guardians ; provided always 
that wtWh' tUs Umii^^jMo^ fti^ ^hall'Bta&bW^d^ deceive 
aueh religious instmct^cm as their p«jreiits of* gUalifdtiwsodlSall 
desire^ aci^rding. ta the general li^ulationH jpro\!id^ lici3<£r^ 
ing to law."-KSohopl Act of 1860, Seotloft 14) ^ 

On this 9ecti<i>n of. the A^t the'Council of PubHe Inp>t|^c^ 
-^c^ have iot^nded the following reo^firlls and Jleg^latiinig^) 
*< In the sectiwDL of the act thus qipted the ^riwple- of r^ 
tigioUs instruction in the sehools is r^eogni^dwt "J^fy reafiie- 
tilpn^wit^iri which it i(9 1<^ be given is stated^ .afid . tiller e^'^ 
4diil9iv« r^iM of e4^ jfMui?ent qsdA guajpdiaBi ^ ^ miUecfc lit 
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Bocured witibout any interposition from Trastees, Superinten- 
dent, or the Government itself ; therefore it shall be a matter 
of mutual voluntary arrangement between the Teacher, and 
the parent or guardian of each pupil, as to whether he shall 
hear such pupil recite from' the catechism or other simimary 
of religious doctrine and duty, of the persuasion of such 
parent or guardian." 

In regard to devotional exercises the Council of Public 
Instmotion,, after recommending that the daily exercises of 
each common school shall be opened and closed by de- 
votionarexercises, remark that "The Lord's prayer alone, or 
the forms of prayer hereto annexed may be used, or any 
other prayer preferred by the Trustees and Teacher of each 
common school.'' 

According to the above quoted provisions of the act and 
the regulations -founded upon it, you will perceive that the 
restriction as to the use of foreign books in the schools does 
not ftpiply to any published in the French, or in any otiier 
than the Englfeh language, that the Trustees, Teacher and 
parents of the pupils of the school referred to by you, can 
exercise their own discretion, as to the prayere and bof^ks 
of religious instruction, and the religious instruction given to 
the pupils of the school, so as not to compel the Protestant 
chilupen to be present at them against the wish of their 
parents or guardians, or lessen the amount of secular in- 
struction to which they are entitled in the 6chooL 

I have the honor, &c., 

(Signed) E. RTEESON. 

Tecb Rev. J. M. Beuyere, 

{Jn re. ISTos. 2 and 6 Anderdph,) 
toronto. 



{From ih€ Leader , Wednesday, December 04, 1856.) 

We publish tins morning a reply from Dr. Ryerson, 
Chief Superintendent of Education, to a letter of the Rev. 
Mr. Bruy^re which lately appeared in our columns, on the 
subject of the Clergy Reserves' monies. The letter of the 
Rev. Mr. Bruy^re was called forth by a circular from 
iiie Chief Superintendent of Education to the Municipalities, 
urging them to apply those monies to educational purposes. 
The 'Rev. Mr. Bruy 6re objected to the devotion of these funds 
to the pB»3ha8e of books, on the ground alleged by him, tibfti 
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tiie official list of works out of whitdi the . townsbip libraries 
were selected, was unfair, from its sectarian bias, to tbe 
Iloman Catholic religion. It is now shown that the rev, 
gentleman was in error in regard to certain exclusions as well 
as inclusions in that list ; though whether Dr. Kyerson does not 
go too far in asserting that his opponent w^ wrong in eyery 
case to which be alluded, is a question not to bo decided 
without reference to the list itself. Those who are curious 
updn that point may, if they can obtain a list-ruot one of 
which we have ever seen — set about the solution of the ques^ 
tion by an actual examination. 

. Dr. Ryerson still retains something of the controversial 
style of the early jomrnalism of the H-ovince, when it was 
but an infant colony. He is profuse in epithets, bandies 
motives and kicks about accusations in the approved style 
of village newspaper literature. It is an old ana inveterate 
habit ; and we are more than half inclined to excuse it on 
that score. But it ib not exactly the moderate and concili- 
atory style that we are accustomed to look for in an official* 
A semi-official decorum seems to demand that such contro* 
vaisies should be conducted in a style at once more concise 
and modest ; retaining all the energy and force necessary to 
the assertion of facts and the rectification of ^rror. The ex-» 
traneous matter which ^Dr. Eyerson has dragged into his 
reply is but a symptom of an incurable fondness for that 
railing controversy which has such an attraction for juvenile 
minds, and which once formed into a habit cannot be shaken 
off by any but a superior mind. It is absurd for Dr. Ryer- 
son to profess to steer clear of religious preferences, when he 
speaks of " conscientious convictions manufactured to order," 
and a thousand other things of the same kind. We are not 
aware that he has receivea any special mission from above 
to judge of th^ genuineness or spuriousness of conscientious 
convictions ; but if he has any credentials of this kind, he 
ought by all n^ans to make tliem known. But as to the 
main question ; if he consulted all parties interested in 
making the liBt of books for libraries ; if he inserted such 
works as Bishop Charbonnel indicated, by way of balancing 
others of an opposite character, he must ble confessed to have 
acted with a decree of fairness for which he is entitled to 
some credit. As we said before, all histories which relate 
to the period of the Protestant Reformation, are more or less 
<»i^4q<1 ; va0KQ or }em the biassed, apologists. of the parti*- 
c2 
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imti ^t opponetttn (tf tboe grm,t 4ftmt * tiid tb« mlf tiitag 

toradticable is fairfy to allbw bofli rfdes trt b€f heard. If thh 
be done therci 6an be Ao well-founded catise rtf camplftiiit ; tf 
ndtf'done, a i^emedy ie mdispemftWe. 

In tb^ meantime, we sospeet the Miitrieip^litied' uHll dis- 
pose of the Keserveft' reventiei ftfir stich pnrpdeed as tibj^y 
think proper, without nmth s*egard to (outside adrice froffl 
any (juarter. 

The rejohier of Father BftntiJKifc ib Dt. RTKBSoif Will lM 
found in our colunmfr today. He dearly coiit^iete tb^ S*- 

gerintendeut of Education of flfcfseb€M)4 itt tegtatA f^ the list 
r books from ^hieh lownehip librai^ieS are eelectfed j and in 
seT^ml other respects is more thiln a m^t^^h foir tb^ ciffieiial 
His style md tone certainly contrast most favorably vrttH 
th6se of Dr. Byerson. 
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BEV. J. M. BUtlTEH^'S REJOINDER tO DR. RYERSOW. 



TO THE OONDtrCTOES OF THE I*REgS Ei^ (JAJSTAi^A. 

The IcxQg expected r^ply of the Ohief Bttperinteadet^d* 
Edncailityn, at length, nrnde its appearance in The Zeadet ^ 
^ S^thult. Tbe> perusal of it has broogbt b«ok tooths r^ 
ooilectioii ot* many, the^ old adage <>f the Latin poet: 

Partutiitnt 'nunttes, nojscetnr' ridictdm 

Wbietx I ti^amslAte freely, tims : 

pu Ryei-soEi, after several w^eks of fainftil labbt, hks bfoii^t fbrttt i 
Hdibulous 

•***Firsa. 

The rer. gentleiriftti dtartd off with k sarcafti^ tipoii wkA# 
he chooses to eall the eMravoffatu^ (md puer-Uit^f of 4e Siei^; 
Mh Brtiyere's letter. If I ani not misf«bto, ari imfrt^ial 
puWic is naturally incBned to look Orel* with- inditlg^fte^# 
()c6asional^w^Wfe'^'<5* which may escape art eartiebt aind Sci^a« 
est man. jBut I doubt whether they Will e±W«id t&d djia»# 
indttlg^oce to the crudities thrown bfoadcostl in the fiide <s* 
hva hundred millions of believers in the Chur-oh of B^ttte. 
Pause awhile, reader. The creed of Catholics is termedby 
Dr. Eyersofi ^^ conscientiovs 0(mvi^tiofi8 fUdHt^mti^sd t^ 
drder.^^ No oiie^ bettei^ than the Ohief SilperintefideAt «P 
Education, knew the falsehood of a eharge wbd'ch^ beiridesy 
tethi^ most 6ntrs^€^uif ifts^krofie)^ toCft^h^K^ ftd-raitintti* 



t>^iBga and believers iu a ereed wjuoh is orofeas^d by tb^ 
greatest geniuses as well as the most limitea capaqities. This 
creed ^ant^/ac^wr^ tp.ord^ was believed bj tue aonquerors 
pfPoictiers, Crescy, ^nd Agincourt, by Bossuet, Fenelon^ 
]ii(assilloD, Descartes, MaJlebraucIxe, Taseo, Najpoieon. It is 
professed by such weak-miuded men as Cardlual WiseiaaA 
and Arcbbifihop Hughes. Many of the most gigantic intel- 
lects and profound reasoners of the present day have mad^ 
their protes3ion of this creed, fit only for bnitea, aqcordini; 
to J)r, Byerson ; The Schleg^te, the Stolbergs, the.HelleirSr 
&e Hurters, the Newmans, the Brownsons, th^ Ma^ipin^ 

Jpd the Wilberfofces. It is daily embraced by DuW^ 
inch^sse?, Peerp, men of the highest nobility, resplendent 
with learning and virtue. Over five hundred ministei*8 of 
diffsrent denominations, have during the last ten yeats^ 
wade their ^olenm profession of these conscientiaus convia- 
tiom rrumufactwred to order. I thank most sincerely th^ 
independent and noble Editor of The I^a^div^ who, m l^is 
editorial remarks of the 24:tb nit,, flung a manly rebuke i^ 
the face of the reviler of the faith pf his fellow-christians. 

Doctor Eyerson, in order tp prevent public indignation 
frpm falling heavily upon his godless system of education^ 
end^yprs to depict me as ike r^^e^entaiwe and organ qf q, 
j^rty — a small and inconsidpraple party, doubtless ieagued 
for the destruction <rf State Schooliam. With a view of 
bdnging upon w^ devoted head an oy^rwhelming weight 
pf odium, he attempts to draw, a line of distinction between 
the native clergy and the foreign clergy, between those 
pf former days and those lately entered into the ministry 
in this Province, . Allnding to m^ personnally, and to his 
liordship Dr, DeCharbonnel, npw in Eprppe, he bestpw$ 
\ipon us the old epith^ borrowed, from the Grlob%. his new 
organ, — of forei^ clergy, the infysio^ <jf a neip foreign, 
element^ unacquainted, of course, with our Canadiai^ Institu- 
tions and usages. The hypocrite son of John Wesley, con- 
descends to speak in terms of praise of the venerahle jBishop 
Macdenn^U and the excellent JBishop Power ^ insinuating as 
clearly aa language can convey his fneaning, that the saintly 
Bishcxps iiibove nam^d were rather favorable to Stat^ 
Schoolism. . In their days,. if we are to believe Dr. Syerspn^ 
there was no.mckdamor a^^ainH our Coftnmant iScJuaoh. 

ISTow^ as to tibe iioiiurioiis imputation which the Chief Sn^ 
pariirtinTident oi Emic^tton \im ttied. to &atau npon thd 
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character of the late lamented Bishop Power, I am happjr in 
being able to scatter it to the four winds. I have before me 
a letter addressed last March, to the Editor of the Colonist 
in this City, by the Honorable John Elmsley, of Toronto. I 
beg leave to lay before Dr. Ryerson and those it may con- 
cern, the following extracts from the document alluded to. 
Addressing the Editor of the Colonist, the Honorable Mr. 
Elmsley says : "Following the unhappy example of Dr. 
Ryersou, and indeed almost using his words you have thought 
proper to allege that Bishop Power understood the working 
of tne Public School System, and died contented." As to 
the first portion of this allegation, 1 am in a position to 
state that Bishop Power was certainly not long in cominsf to 
a perfect undei-standing of the workings of that infidel system 
to the latter portion, that he died contented therewith, I am 
iequally competent to state, and do hereby declare, that 
it is totally void of truth. His Lordship did. me the honor 
to confide to my charge a large share in the working of the 
Catholic Separate School System, from the moment that he 
understood the workings of the other, or mixed system, until 
it pleased Almighty God to call him to the enjoyment of his 
reward in Heaven. In favor of Catholic Schools he devoted 
his best energies ; and were he now living, he would set 
himself vigorously to the work of counteracting the efiects 
of those educational establishments which practically ignore 
the dogmas of the Christian Religion, ana are rapidly sub- 
siding into pure deism * * * * Tour encomiums, in 
so far as they relate to the line of conduct you have attributed 
to him, are severe reproaches ; and I am most happy in 
having it in my power to state, for the benefit of all whom 
it may concern, that our late Bishop was a most energetic 
advocate and supporter ot Catholic Separate Schools, and 
most resolutely opposed to mixed. 

" I have the honor to be, Sir, 

'* Your obedient servant, 

" T. ELMSLEY." 

Commentary on the above document is mmecessary. The 
Honorable Mr. Elmsley is as well known in this city as Dr. 
Jlyerson. For honesty, candor, and charact^, the former 
stands, at least, on on equality with the latter. From the 
perusal of Mr. Elmsley^s letteir, the public uaav judge what 
Mth is to be placed in the Chief Stiperinteiiaen.t'& infimtiA- 
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tion, tliat Bishop Power was fevorable to mixed, edacation, 
or State Schoolism. As to the VeneraMe Bishop Macdon- 
nell, as Dr. Ryerson affects to call him in his new-fangled 
veneration for a CatholitJ Prelate, I know nothing of his 
disposition concerning Mixed* or Separate Schools. This 
good man had gone to the enjoyment of his reward in Hea- 
ven long before my coming into this Province. But from 
the bare faced imputation ca^t upon Bishop Power's chara(>- 
ter by the Chief Superintendent of Edncation, I may safely 
infer, that the Venerable Bishop of Kingston was about as 
much in love with the working and fruit of the Common 
School System, as is the present incumbent of the Catholic 
See of Toronto. 

That the opposition to the State School System may not 
iave been, consequent upon its immediate introduction into 
the neighbouring jRepublic, as decided and universal as it is 
at the present time, may be readily accounted for. Many 
honest men, among whom were some ' Catholic Clergymen, 
in a spirit of conciliation, may have been willing to give it a 
trial. But as the tree is known by its fruits, mis criterion 
has not been wanting to the Common School System. I 
have before me evidences of its deleterious results in the 
United States, which fall with crushing power upon its gup- 
porters and' advocates. I will select a few of them, all takei^ 
Irpm Protectant authorities, and from some of the leading 
American papers. The New York Qhurch Journal^ in an 
article headed "The Common School System a failure,'^ 
says : "The Common School System is proving a disastrous 
failure. It has grown up on the pledges it has given of its 
ability to make crime less frequent, to confer greater security 
to life and property, and to give elevation to the tone of 
national morality. But it does not at all fulfil these piro* 
mises. The whole system, we regret, is proving a 'lament- 
able failure." In the same article, my authority goes on 
saying : " The prevailing system is lamentably defective ; 
in that it doei^ not aim at the training of the whole man ; 
neglecting as it does, the moral and controling powers of 
human nature, and concentrating all its force upon the de- 
velopment of the intellectual." Again, in the same article : 
" The prevalent notion that maiikind are vicious because 
ignorant, and that to make them virtuous, it is only necesh 
sarj^to make them intelligent, is contradicted alike by sound 
philosophy and universal experience." Next fbllows a r^ 
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po^t of tb^ Prison Aapooiation of ISiTew York, ny%s|^ng a 
oxoat i^lfuiniiig increase of criwey siace the introduction of tl^^ 
Cornell School System iiito the country." The Ifickmmd 
^^mmineTy a^other ProteBtant paper, has the following : '^ Tba 
WQTft of aU these abominations, because when once ins ailed, 
it becomes the hot*bedpropag|ttor of all — is the mofleni 
l^ptem of free schools. We toilet who it is that has charge4 
and proyed, thi^t the ^ew England system of free schools, 
has been th^ oauae and prolific source of all th^ legioijis oi 
^erril;4e in^detities aiid treasons that have turned her citiai 
va^tQ Sodpmpand Qofporrabs, and her fair lanos into tJ^e cdn-' 
iifon nf stling-place of howling bedlamites." Lately ths 
American papers filled their columns with f^ series of starts 
iiog rf^Tplationa as to the morals of the '^ Common Schools 
^n Ha^sachusetts." These reyelations. says a contemporary,* 
Mre altogether too beastly for us to transfer to our eolmpns. 
Suffice U to say, that they establii^ the fact, that the 
boasted ^^ Oommon Schools" of our republican neighbors, 
especially the ' girJs' school," are — we do not say but littk 
petter, but — a good deal worse than the ordinary places of 
^ebauch which abound in large cities." 

Wer^ it necQss^ry, I might extend my quotations to any 
desirable length. The above will sufi^ce, I trust, to conyincQ 
any sensible man, that Catholics have some reasbn for their 
nostility to State Schoolism, and theii* preference for Free 
Separate Schools. The Common Schools i^resided over by 
Dr.Ilyerson.are but 9k importation from tne Kew England 
States, where thev have produced their disastrous enects. 
pur ppmmon Schools are. the worthy daughters of Yanl^ea 
Land. There, contepapt of all religion and its ISijLinisterB,^ 
ijufidelity, K^ow-Nothingism, riot, and bloodshed, Jiave kept 
pace with t|^e progress and prosperity of StatfirSchoolism. 
Sehold t^ie precious inheritance which Dr. Byerson is pje- 
])aring tojbequeath to Canadi^, should this.deleteriovis educa- 
tion be forced upon us, and kept upon our necks, in spite of . 
pur^elY?;s, Already the unhappy lioiits of Dr. Byei'son's 
^hpols are but too apparent in our niid^^^ I allude to the 
freqnent instances of rudeness and ill ipaufters experienced 
by Cler^men ot our Church at the hands of some of these 
juvenile pocrates, the pride of this Mpdel Education. Hardly 
a we^k pa^es, bnt some Catholic Priest is insi|lted in spn^e 
'yray p^ pther by youths who are not ^duc^ted in Qi^ school^ 
ij m^ptlQ^ng ^e aboye incid^nt% I dp np|; wisfe to \^ 



maderetoood that suck rade md Mmoooih mannem are toler^ 
ated, jttiKJh lees iuculcated by tb6 gentlemen of the ^uear 
tioa Office. The Chief Superinteadent and hi» amiaJbla* 
colleagueB are the laat mea in the. world, who would couDtei' 
nani^ 6Uoh,d^grac^ul af^ts. What I mean to say is, tibat sudh 
total disregard of Qhiistiau feeling and good manners, Ib the 
r-eanlt of Siat »yBtem of eclncation pnr&ifted in the CommGn 
Sehools, viz : the aheenee ^ religious training. To make aa 
honest man, a Chri^tiao,^ a pohshed gentleman, something 
more la requisite than raadi^s^g, writing, arthmetic, astronomy, 
natural history, etc., etc. From the teaehing <rf the declehr 
aioii of n<^^s, the yariatioa of the article, aw the conjuga-i * 
tion of verbs, the child will never learn " to do unto othew 
aa he would ^ave them do unto him." Let him master 
the rule c^ three, he will uot, tm that account, understanrd 
the distinction between mine and thiTie, Educaticm, withi 
out religion, will never cure the vices aad ill-manners which 
are observable among the pupils of the Common Schools, 
Eeligion is the only antidote to crime. Bnt, as all religion 
must necceaaarily be exijluded from the ^' Common Schools'^ 
of a community whose members have no religion in com-! 
mon, it follows that the Common School System is inade^ 
quate to the object contemplated, viu : the preservation of 
epciety. 

In presence of the above facts, which stare every sensible 
man in the face, who can refrain fronj smiling with pity atr 
Dr. Byerson's impudent assertion thai the people qf Upper 
Canada cherish and aupport themy (the Common Sshodb,) 
vrhen it is remembered that the whole Catholic populatiaa 
^re dissatisfied with the working and sad fruits of State £d-t 
uefttiou, and arecalliog for Free Schools ?— when you take 
hi\o consideration that nearly all thentembers of the Church, 
of England, and many of those in counection with the 
CJhurw of Scotland, and the liberal and enlightened of ali 
d^ioininations, are oppos^ to them, and establish schools dT - 
their own, at l|ie same time that they are made to support 
^tate sehools ? At this v0ry moment, Catholics are busily 
engaged in establishing and supporting their own Free 
Sehooia, notwithstanding the odious restiietions with whict 
the Separate School Law is hampered. Jty pursuing this liae 
of OQ^pdu^t, Catholics and other assertors of Ir^edom of 
education, are guided by the unending principles of eternal 
y^^ and equity. Tboy elaim, $14 ft ootemporary says, tia 
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right and privilege to provide for^he edaeation as for the 
feeding and clothing of their children. They niaintain that 
on parents, and not on the State, has the Creator of the uni- 
verse imposed the obligation to provide for all the wants, 
corpowil, intellectual, moral and religious of their offspring, 
' No power on earth can withdraw them from their control. 
The principle assumed by the Chief Superintendent of Edu- 
cation and the friends of State schoolism, viz., that it is the 
duty of the State to provide for the education of all the youth 
of the countiy, has been imported from pagan Lacedsemon. 
There, tlie infant was examined by the Magistrate; and if found 
feeble and deformed, and likely to be a burden to the State, it 
was doomed to immediate destruction. If strong, it was left to 
the mother's care till it had attained its seventh year. At 
that age, the child was entrusted to the public master, and 
his education was left to the wisdom of the law. I take tiie 
liberty of reminding Dr. Ryerson and his friends, that we- 
are living in a Christian country, and blessed with the be- 
nign influence of a more humane Gospel than that of Ly- 
curgus, the celebrated lawgiver of Sparta. To the parents, 
not to the State, the child belongs: so, at least, the law of 
God and of natui^ proclaims. From the parent's control no 
power on earth caa Bnatch him. 

But because Catholics claim the privilege of educating 
their children, as they deem proper, and in their own schools, 
they are cried down by Dr. Ryerson as the abettors of ig- 
norance, as the future ^'Hewers of wood and drawers of 
watery Because, forsooth ! they uo not wish to be placed 
under the once shouting Methodist Preacher, they are re- 
presented \}y\Am z&h^m^ prohibited aU m&rUai development, 
aU exer^nse of thought^ M participation of any me/mt^foody 
the reaption of even « single ray of intellectual light If 
such be the unhappy influence of the Roman Catholic 
Church, over mental culture, intelligence and education, 
how gloomy must be the horizon of* the capital of the Catho- 
lic world, the dread Rome ! The following extract from an un- 
exceptionable witness, because aProtestant andaScot<;hman, 
will, perhaps, render my distinguished antagonist more diffi- 
dent of himself, for the future, when he presumes to lecture 
on Catholic education. My authority is Dr. Laing, a well 
known Presbyterian Minister and a tourist, who relates 
what he himself saw and had full opportunity of ex- 
amining. In his ^^ Kotes of a Traveller,'^ which appeared. 
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in 1844, heieays : — ^^ In Catholic Q^rmany, in IVance, and 
even in Italy, the education of the common people in readings 
writing, arithmetic, mneic, manners, and morale, is at least, 
as generally diffused and as faithtuUy promoted by the cleri- 
cal body rs in Scotland. It is by their own advance, and 
not by keeping back the advance of the people^ that the 
popish priesthood of the present day seek to keep ahead of 
tiaeintdleetual progress of the commani^ in Catliolic lands; 
and they miffht, perhaps, retort on our Presbyterian clergy 
and ask if they too are, in their conntry, at the head 
of the intellectual movement of the age? Education is, 
in reality, not <Mily not repressed, but is encouraged by 
the Popish Church, and it is a mighty instrument in its 
hands, and ably used. In every street in Bome, for instance, 
there are, at short distances, public primary schools for the 
education of the children of the lower and middle classes in 
the neighborhood. Home, with a population of 158,678 
souls, has three hundred and seventy-two primary schools, 
with four hundred and eighty two teachers, and fourteen 
thousand chilch*en atending them. Has Edinburs^ so many 
schools for the instruction of those classes ? 1 doubt it. 
Berlin^ with a population cf about double that of Bome, has 
only two hundred and sixty-tour schools. Bome has also her 
University, with an average attendance of six hundred and 
sixty students : and the papal States, with a population of 
two and a half millions, contain seven Universities. Pinissia, 
with a population of fourteen millions, has but seven;" The 
reader will remark that the oxumber of primary schodls, in 
the city of Bome alone, is put down by Dr. Laing at three 
hundred cmd 8tvm(y4wo. This number is, perhaps, some- 
what below the mark. According to the Boman Almanac 
for 1834, Bome then had three hundred and eighty*one free 
schools* This number has not likely decreased since, as the 
population has been steadily increasing. It must be r^ 
collected that many of these free schools are supported by pri- 
vate charity, whilst thosie of Protestant countries are maintain- 
ed onlv by burdensome taxation. The perusal of. the above 
splendid testimony of Dr. Laing in behalf of Catholic edu- 
cation in Catholic Bome, will readily remind the reader of 
the well known proverb : "Truth is poweriul, and will pre-' 
vail.'^ The distinguished traveller cannot be suspected of 
partiality to. Catholic Bome. His predjudtces and. bigotry 
agaiastvit are only half oonceltted* JiFotMng but the power 



oi iraih could fotboti ii. Dr. Byeraon, who mem& to take 
special delight in expatiating on aU parUewatioTi of cm^ 
W^eUecifXml jood being prolubited to the followers of tke 
Church of Ko$oe, would do well. to take a lesson of eandoc 
andboeesty ivom his brother minister, Hiis edueation, in tbis' 
respeet^ I ana soiry to say, must hare been sadly sufficient; 
Sis knowledge of Greek,- Latln^ Astronomy, or ^Dotany^ will 
9§ver eompenaate before an impartial pubtie, ibr the total 
fd>^iiee c€ candor and sincerity. 

In spite of my anxiety to discover in Dr. Ayerson's long 
document, somedung sensible and truthful, I find myself 
aJlsogeth^ dis^pointed. Against his assertion, that tJU 
McnUm O^holte children^ who home ieen taught in the ^mx^ 
^ BchooU, ure as good Momcm Catholics tta those who htum 
ImnyOr are^ tcntght in the Sleparate /Schools^ I beg to protest 
Qftost enmhatically. On the authority of the oldest and beat 
i^foQuad Oatliolic Clergymen of Canada, I. am able to asBert, 
that with a few honorable exeeptions, thsi^ sound Momm^ 
GoMlAes^ educated in mixed schools, may be honorablcr 
men, h<mest meu, according to the Protestant sense at 
the word ; but, practical, religions, scrupulous obserrers of 
the rules of their church, they are not They are CathoHea 
ia name ; Protestant, or half-healhen, in practice. They ar& 
Fnitestant to all intents and purposes. Therefore we can 
yell. afford to give them up to the Chief Superintendent of 
!E)ducation in LTpper Canada. They are as Catholic and as 
Protestant as bimself. Beh^d Ijiie secret and great spring 
of the efforts put forth by Dr. Ryerson and his new organ, 
the Gl(i>€y to support Common Schools. Our enemies' of 
hftye sworn to destroy Catholicity in this Province. It 
their blind a&d inveterate hatred -against it, they have not 
been able to contrive a more efficient plan that the Conitir 
^on Schools. Hence they move heaven and earth to 
uphold their totterij^g and crumbling machinery. 

Icon^ now to the eKamination of the charges brought 
against m^e, at the Supreme Court of the Edueation Office^ 
in Upper Canada. I am charged with wdlM. error, in regard 
to certain exelusions as well as inclusions in my listof book^, 
which are likely to be admitted in, and excluded from, the 
Public Libraries. The Chief Superintendent of Education* 
dsseurts that neither Hume nor Gibbon are to be found in \k\n 
libr»rie$. I repeat again, on the authority of my own ey«», 
tliat tipie a(bove4i||nled m^rkian oimtaine^ i& toa Jlmm4^ 



^ jBiMaeiam, f6r 186S, imiet tfail» huA of ^< Qmeral OiMm 
gde of Works for Publse Libliari«s in Upper Oanada^'' I 
Will add, moreover^ that lest tlie joutibial re^er c^uld be 
tempted to Bhun these poisoiioasBOur^es of sceptieuim andinfi* 
delitj, to the title of these da&gerous books are appended 
notes well cahmlated to arouse cmioeity in the mind of 
thd reader, and entice him to taste of the tbrbidd«) irmU 
The history of the Deoliae and Fall of the Booiail Empire, 
hy £. Gibbon, is said in the Catalogue, prepated by Dr; 
Byenson, to be a work whieb^ ^' if it n not always history, 
IS often somethiiEg more than history; it is philosophy, it 
ie theology, it is wit and eloquence^ it is oriiacism the most 
nifliatei'ly on. ev^ry sui^ect with which htoratnre can be ccii'- 
nected" Of the History of England by D. Hume, itit said 
in the note app^ided to it Ijj Dr. Ryerson : ^ Though not 
impartia)^ nor tree from rebcioos soeptiGssnik, it k the most 
geoenilly read history of Engumd er ehr written. The antfa^'i 
philoaophieal turn of thonght and beauty of diction, together 
with his ikiU in arraoging and giX^npdng facts, invest his 
bJBtory with an intsitet that nerer flags.'^ So mneh for tiie 
infidel Hume aaad sceptical Gibbon, «lA^dA are riot m Dr; 
S^^iBVBon's libraries. If the Sev. gcHnthman hais a ciatalc^o 
of booksr di]Ssr^nt from the one nnder my eyas*, let hinl 
publish it in some of out city papers, that &e public may 
judge for themselyes* i have asserted thait Bossnet's His*- 
tory of the Yariations is not in the libraives got. up by the 
Qhief Superintendent. No allusion was made by me to 
Bossnet's: DlseomnBO em Univei^dal History. M^wifpon Ite;^ 
By eiieon takes me to task. 1 repeat the assertion^ The 
reply of the Chief Sapecihtendent is a miserable* qioibbiey 
unworthy of an official. £ repeat affliny on the authority 
of the CiE^ogtt^ before tne, Cardinal WiBemau^s Lectiiites on 
the piincs-pdl' Soetomes and iPractiees of the CaKholia 
Cbnreh,^ are not in tlue* eaftologue. I did not^ellhide toClar^ 
dinat Wiseman^s Leotures oa the. Connection between 
fioieiKse and Bevealed Religion* The History of England by 
langard, D. D., is in the catal gue^ but wilb; an apprc^Mriate 
note b^ the<)hief Superint^Qident, warning his readers^ that 
Dr. iM^arA is « Catholio Priek^ cmd an advoca^ qftA» 
JStaman Gaiboiia OhvLvch, That is to say : beware readeof t 
it is the production oi. a Popish Priest; Does Doctor £yer-> 
son append aueh warning to bodcB composed by Protestant 
wsitdra^ to psit Oathelies oa their guaa^d?. No^ o£ oootM : 
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tt6tibi2)g Tmsonnd can coine from a Protestant pen. ^ I beg to 
£S8ufe the Chief Superintendent that the mistake about the 
antiquities of jhe Anglo*8axon Church by EeT. Dr. Lmgard, 
history of the Christian Church by T. Reeve, and abstracts 
of the history of the Christian Church by the Rev. W. 
Oahan, was quite unintentional on my part. The reader, 
however, inay judge of the importance attached by Dr. 
Ryerson to the unintentional exdnsibn of som^ two or three 
small volumes, when it is remembered, that out of over 
ijOOO works mentioned in the catalogue, notperhaps twenty 
works come from- the p@i of sound Catholic authors. So 
much for the faimess and honesty with which Dr. Ry^^on 
boasts of having acted in the selection of books for p«Uic 
libraries. 

I stand accused by the Chief Supermtendent of Education, 
in his usual chaste and choice style, of being, together with his 
Lordship Bishop de Charbonnel, an infusion of a new 
foreign element %nto auar cownt/ry — ^Query : if I am already 
infused, how can I be S foreign el^oaent ? Has Dr. Ryer^ 
eon, by some chemical process separated the foreign from the 
native element? Before I answer the charge, I beg to 
suggest to the rev. gentleman of the Education Office, when 
he chooses to honor me again with his scurrilous diatribes, to 
let Dr. De Charbonnel alone. His Lordship is now in 
Europe, consequently unable to repel the cowardly attacks 
of the Chief Suprintendent of Education. I may be per- 
mitted, enpmswnt^ to inibrin his Reverence, Dr. Ryerson, , 
that Bishop De .Charbonnel, with less means, by far, at his 
oommand, than have been laid under the control of the Chief 
Superintendent, has done more for the cause of education in 
Canada, in five years, than Dr. Ryerson will ever be able to 
accomplish in twenty years, shoold the Almighty, for the 
pamBlunent of our dms, inflict him on ns dUidng that space of 
time. To return to the ver^ serious charge brought against 
me, viz : of hevng wn iwfuaKm of a newjareign element into 
this country^ I do not hesitate in saving, that the accusation 
betrays an equal amount of ignorance of Catholic feelings, 
and of malice. HadDr^ Ryerson lived in the days of the 
Apostles, he would, doubtiess, have cried them down as an 
importation from a foreign clime. These messengers of 
heavenly tidings, who carried the faith of Christ to the 
different nations, were not natives, says Archbiahop Hughes, 
of the several countries in which they propagated Christiaai* 
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tr. Thejr were by bational origin Jews ; by the grace of 

aivine faith, they became Christians. In the eyes of the 
Catholic Church, there is neither foreigner nor natira 
Neither the Church nor its members shonia be called a new 
foreign elefment on any contiDent or island of this globe. In 
tiie Catholic Church, the Catholic of foreign birth stands on 
an equality with the Catholic of native origin. Under the 
influence of the Catholic or uuiversal principle representa- 
tives of all nations are blended together into a unity which 
has its foundation on the Eternal Wisdom, who came down 
from Heaven to form a Church of all nations and of all 
peoples. Such is the doctrine inculcated almost in every 
page of that sacred book, which Catholics believe to be the 
W ord of Eternal Truth. Dr. Eyerson may talk as long as 
he pleases, about liis natireism. It is but a mere accident 
common to him with the insect of the bog and the fox of the 
forest. His' boasted nativism is calculated to make him the 
laughingstock of all sensibile men. 

&cau8e an opponent of State SchooUsm and an asserter 
©i Freedom of Education, I am accused by the Chief Super- 
intendent of Education, of being an obstacle to the diffusion 
of intelligenee^ mental power^ enterprisej wealthy individridl 
injlfuenc€j cmd public position. Now, hark, dear reader, to 
the real meaning of the Chief Superintendent of Education. 
His Reverence addresses you to this effect : " There is no 
intelligence except in my Halls of Science ; no learnings 
exc^t in my Schools. Eveiy where else ignorance and 
degradation prevail. Your Christian Brothers, your Nuns^ 
your Sisters of Charity, are all blockheads, stupid donkeys, 
compared with my teachers of the Model Schools *You, my 
darling Municipalities, do not believe a word of what Kev. 
Mr. Bruyere tells you ; he is a PopishPriest. i&ive me a little 
more money ; give me the whole Clergy Reserve f und^ K you 
cannot give lite whole, give me, at least, part of it. With this- 
money I will rear throughout the breadth and length of the 
land, palace-like schools. I will furnish them with the richest 
school apparatus ; I will sunply them witli plenty oi maps, 
globes, cnarts, ect, eot. ; I wui make them real rat-traps, hold- 
ing out the most enticing baits. You, my dear little rapists, 
eome to my schools — ^my Model Schools. I will soon make 
you ashamed of your reli^on and of your Church. . Come, 
ye little Papists. — You, Bishop De Charbonnel, and you, 
FadiiB Bruyere ; you are both sooimdrels for opposing me 
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ki my noble effort? in belialf of my Moddl Schools ; fe sH 
thd abettors of ignorance, tbe pfromoteTS of darkness, for 
leeejring your little Papists from coming undBr my parelrtai 
care. 1 will soon ma&e you feel the weight of my ixidS^nA- 
tion, if you peneist in your dennnciation of my benevment 
design. By Qeorge ! I will d^^sti^y yonr Separate Scboo^ 
aad send your Bro&ers and Nuns to Halifax, if you do not 
hold your tongue and st^p y<:^r pen.'' Behold, reader^ the 
seal cause of the terrible roaring of the lion of the Educa^ 
tion office. 

Lastly^I am chained with being the Tepfewkta^eaaidorgeali, 
^apmty. When Dr. Ryers^Mi uttiffed tiiis, he said what 
is untrue, and what he knew to be untrue. Unlike our 
neighbors, Catholics are not splitupon any question of vital 
importance. On the question of education, as well as <hi 
any subject of equal weight, we are notdtvided into a thons-^ 
and fractions; Ko: We are united in one compact body, 
animated by tlie same feeling, guided by the same views, 
i avail myselt of this opportunity to inform the worthy 
Superintendent of Education, that I am but a feeble- echo of 
diat miffhty voice of 1,150,000 Bomatk Gaithdlicd, whkih^ 
thunder-like,' resounds from Samdwidi to Oai^e, from 
the shores of our beautrful Lake to the farthest northern 
boundariei^. With one accord, one n^ind, pastors; and peoplej 
demand not the abolition of Common Scnools^ as Br. Byer- 
son would fadn charge us with doing: We ask no favor, wer 
llsk our rights. We ask that we may be permitted to fuliil 
oinf duliy towards our children, without tantalising inter- 
ferericCi Catholics ask to be let alone in thd managemeiit 
<rf their free, independent, and voluntary schools. Tbej 
ask not to be compelled to send ihiHr <^ildren 16 
hoilses of education against ^hieh thiey have conscientioria 
dibjectiotis. They ads th»t they be. not tased, aiod that the 
eoiilLmoti funds of the country, viz. i^-^the secnlarieed reservesy 
be not devoted exclusively to the support of either church oar 
i^ehdolsy to Tirhieh, as Catholic^, they have eonscientlious ob^ 
Sections. They s»k mA to 4>e compelled to contribute to the 
support of a syst^n of education from which they can de(ri.^e 
no benefit. With state Schools we will have nothing to do ; 
we do not want them for ourseiveii liiet those who are satis^ 
fied w'ith. their \^orking and fruits, enjoy thein to th«ti? hearts 
content. Such is our positi-on!, stick our principles; Will 
jfo. iRj^wBDn see in them tike/^ aggremi4in9 agamsii hia CwKti^ 



nym School System^, 'Will he. warn efaMgp us witli an ho6» 

tile intentiou against his Model Schools ? 

From the above plain statement of our views and,' objeote, 
the public may be able to judge of the amount of truth con- 
tained in the following senseless exclamation of the Chief 
Superintendent :— " / will not consent to ^fr, £ruyere^^ 
wresting from the haiids of af^rotestant cliUd his Bible — ih^ 
best cJiart ofhis civil liberty^ as well as his best directory io 
heaven.^^ jDr. Ejerson need not fear. Eer. Mr. Bruyer© 
has never interfered with the conscientioias belief of any one. 
Npr will he remain silent when the Chief Supe.rihlehdent of 
Education, is holding the bait to entijce the 'Ca&olic children 
into his; schools, and exclaiming ince6santly,-|^**Money, 
money;, more money I^' ."I^r* Kyerscnia a very expensive 
luxury,'* says .a' contemporary. Therefore I have advised 
oiir Miuiicipalities to withheld from him the CIe:|'gy Reserve 

funds. ' . . ./* -'' ■ .^ : ^.■. " ■.■-':/: 

Before I conclude this already too" long rejoinder,- 1 be^ 
leave to express my astonishment at' Dr. 'Kyerson's dragging 
before the public, arid ijithout the, (Consent of tliose concern^ 
ed, his. long correspoaderice between himself and other nerf 
0ons, I believe that .many will agr^e with me/Vhen Tsay 
that it ha^ about as much to do with the quQsti^^ti at isspe 
between Dr. Eyerson and myself, as the Chinese rebellidii.' ' 

The next suggestion! wish to make, is, that desperate innst 
be the cause which has tb"b$ propped up with sufch tfiWer* 
able stays as the Olobe. Dr. Eyerson's experience oi?ghl!to 
have brought to his recollection, that every cause qy mea^W^ 
advocated by, such a. wretched .sheet, is doomed to fitlL 
Were the prosperity of State Schoolism identified tt;itH the 
prosperity, religious feeling and wish of the ]!)eople, the Otohi 
wotiid never Have raised its impotent voice in its behalf; • 

Should It not be too late, I iavail myself of ttijfej Opportunity 
to offer to the worthy Chief J^perintendept/ of E^^^ 
the conDpliraents oi tae seasoa... That he jnay s^P: _many ^ 
return of the same, free^ however, from pr^jiHlioes iagainst 
his f<^llow;Christian9, i^ the earnest wish Ot MfiidevotedSiend 
hhd sincere admirer, • > - • ..•..., .> 

• J. M. BBTITEEE. ' 

Toronto, Jan: 5, 1857." ' * . '' ' ^ 

y*. ^•—1 hope Dr. Kyerson .will excuse Dae^^if I. have not 
answered Jiis pply of the 2i{h*ult, BOQuer^ The Cliriatmatf 
Holidaysi which aii? i^iisy timiBg for ug, are ihe sole eaiise of 
the delay. i^ 
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With 4;he air ^d tone of an injured man, Dr. Ryerson, in 

* his decond reply to Rev. J. M. Bruy ere, complains that he hae 

/been unjustly Bubjected by this journail to aa imputation of 

^trlaMng false statements. Where this the case, we should 

lose no tiifie in making the^mende honamJkle ; for, on ^11 

occasions it has been our aitn to do justice to those whose 

language or conduct we may have occasion to censure. Let 

. us men isee ifrhether we are guilty of the inju^ce to Dr 

..Ryerson of which he makes a complainihg accusation. But 

first, we . must explain how the. controversy between Dr. 

Ryerscm and the Ice v. J. M. Bruy ere commenced. Dr. !l^er- 

'son issued a circular to the Hun^cipalities, urging thenrto 

devote the Clergy Reserve monies to educational uurposesi. 

In this, recommendation we concurred ; without, n6wever^ 

acceptihg tfie reasons on which Dr. Ryerson had thotight fit 

.to base it. The Rey« J. H. Bruyere addressed the Conductors 

rf the Canadian Press, through our coluihns, giving, hii 

Teasonsfor dil^proting of the suggestloBS of Df. Ryerson, 

and indicated otner destinations for these monies which, in 

his opinion^ would be preferable. Anqtong his reasons for 

opposing Dr. Ry^pspn^ft: su^estion^Rev. J. St. Bruyere urged 

thefoUbw&g: 

: - Biit let us> for a motaeBt, take a rapid^ soi^ray of Ikese PubUc lAira- 
lioHy^t pp 4^xdl9T the aupeiinteodeDce of Br. Rferaoa. In loakingoyer 
t^eir -shelves, it is not unlikely t&at my eyes will fall upon soqjbe of 
me most rapid and antr-christian writers^, sucn as the irfidd £tunji;e, asut 

To wl^ioh Dr. RyerswjL replied that, llhe books complained 
(rf were iiot in the catalogue at all : 

In o<«cI^icH^> I be|^ to a4d throe car four g0neml remerks. The fivst i% 
t]m!^Mt^ Bcayere's objections to the system of proyiding the schools ytiSi 
maps, &c., and in the munieipalities ^ith libraries^ arie perfectly frive- 
]<m^ and gichindlesi^, as in regard lb these tne Separate Schools and the 
Roman Csi^olioB ar» placed upon pmcisely tne aame fooCiilg ks tiie 
Publio Schookand other classes of the popalatipOj. 7%€ books whi^ 
J|lf. 3f^uy»r^ comjpUiiiw afaaseUctedfor the Hhrttries are not in thp 
catalogue cU cdl ; and the histories whkm are represented as haTingbecloi 
omi^ad ara lUl w4he i^atalogue. 

This denial was surely full enough— 4hat ttie beol^ com* 
plained Qfby. the Rev. Mr,,Bruyere were not in the catalog 
gub iltaUrtWcobplsfint, beit tindferitood, extended to the 
*rotks of Etonfe ana Gibbon. Rev. M. Btuyare rejoined i 
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Qfflwed woA^a si^cmtm^ u^ t^e JTowmo^ pf£djm»fw^ £t>f 1853^ 

under t]ie heq,^^l ^'* Geuerjit CatUpgueftof Works for Fuplio IjibrarijeB 
fe Upp^r' Canada.'*, j ^?iriIl' add, moreover^ , tUit t^st tfee 'y<)uthfij|l refia- 
d^fihoiild be tempitedto sHi^n these |>bi80ileu& i^arces (yfsceptieiiEtm a«id 
irifidelkyi* td the titiB oi tbeflB d&Qgmous'.bv&kis. ;av0 abpeuded.iBOtetf 
ipallj , : aa^^l»Vp4: vto- firoiM cwio^Wv/^- t^a .|Qtii4 of! t);{<^ readier* ai^ 
entioe him to l^ste.of the, ifiadudjjeif Jjpit. . 'I'l^e^ Wstcviy ©f the P^ciiiwi 
and Fall ot the Rqman Empire j by EJ Qibboh, is said m the catdlogue^ 
pVepared by pT*. Ryerson, to l^e a \v6i* Mrhichi -^ if is not airways hisiGty, 
<^ is o^toti sometkiiig mo^etkaii hi^t^ f it is; pbiiosophy, it is ^qlogyv 
<^ ji is wit > ftod? e)miif)9ce^ it ^is QrHictisia im- aawst niQiito^y.pjii ere^ 
'.^ 9Ub|)eet woitjii whi«^lita^!^T^,.^aii,^9<!Pfi9ec^^d«V .0£th»Hi^iti^y cf 
Ep^limd by .Ji Hw^q* jitra «ai4.' m .&© AptQ app^jq^^id v> iVfl>y-Mr. 
Rj^erson,: ^ Though noj im,pa^rtial, iiox fr6e fr6m religious scepticism,' 
** it is the most geneftilly i«ad history of England ever ^^tten. The 
H.sMtiior'b ph&]oiO|^ieiiL tuliL ef thought amd beauty of dietibii, tcgether- 
*f. )i|ri$h^ Atll itt^imvngipg w4.g/9lftpi^ 4a^t«b ilji^e^ ;l|isihi»t?»ir: W*> 
aaiDtere^ thjat nevei: fl^gs^'* .: ; * j 

Whereupon The Leader said : ** Mr, Bruy^w ijlf^y- POnri 
'/jri^Mf t|i0 S^perii^teild^t : of Bd^^Ioo of ftl^^Jf^Qci. in 
?^»i?A!t<>^^ the. list Qf fe^Qk* fee:m wiiic*. toWPfthi^ libmri^y 
**-.ftre fele^jtei'* • i . . . ' 

Dr^ Rjperwifc b»ft tQ wipp^lflia that ^© h»ye pi* tjie br^rjiJ .^fi 
i^a^tlOK^ Oi Wi» prpdnWi^ni?* It ia^^ iwrtjo have ^. . ^ight ^i^i 

Q0m|4«w.of b0«i^^tt^jfc}rtly:i9teir«M witfi ^ utt^ricg &lv»ftO(«if/ 
tii«^§^pryifig offipi^l i9; iryiw ^> opliQilmte^ imrilJi «opy rli)jir 

^f(icuf 9lJ^ki withoiit p^rmUtiwg, tlieif . misg«ifip4 »<»df w ^o. 
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nQq;rQR . hxjeb^on'S . second- »|spw Xd. »E,vis}|»ai ^.^m: 

« ♦ ' • • ■ ' r TT •• J ■ ■■ '^^ o ' 

FOR THE XEADER.. ' 

Ja TA^ J&fraier of Wednes4^y th? 7th i?^^»t ih^. . Il^y?^ 
Qrw<l 4- M. JBruy^rQ Jhas ^ddf es^ed tp tlje, .cojo^uctpK^. ojf ij^ 
(^ri^sfiia Canada a. s^CQivl long letter ^iiijpst uxys^l ^ Ijbj^ 
Coin«pon SQhppJi §y ^tepi in Up|)er Caiiadj^. ' ^t J5 a profesi^eiA 
liejQindpr to ray reply tp his prevlpus ?L|,tacis ; hut insl^aa^ of, 
Siastwvng. the ppsitipnlie fi;-§t, assumed, 9nd swpppriing the, 
charges he first made, he virtually ahpidons cvqi-y qq^ q( 
th^, fljn^ wwp« thr^e ARlpwWJ^ V?i|h .riu^c^Igjjiepwi? degla- 
VitoRf^Wg<iwthe^»uyei?^Mthj^^^^ wlsr^i:fl?eflit^<ji|yt 
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of my worlds, attd'gMss personftfitfcs, whith accord' sb^efHtif^- 
ly with the taste and feelings of The Jjeader. as to be fegand- 
ed by him as a pattern of controversial style. Biit, as I have 
not thought it worth while to aotice any of the many cbarac- 
teristic attacks which have been nnade upoa me by The Lead' 
er during the last year or twt), nor to the previoos persotiati^ 
ties of Mr. Bruyere ; so neither must I now suffer myself.^ 
however strong the temptation — ^^to do more than show how 
completely the school systena of Upper Canada and its admin* 
istration stand vindicated against the inBinoHtlons of The 
Leader and thb attacks of Mr. BruyereJ' With The header 
and Mh Bruyerc, I may but merit the ieplthets of ".^aUehood" 
and of being a** hypocrite son of John Wesley." but I leave, 
it to the intelligent^ reader to stJ^gest the grounds on which 
dth«r8 than The Leader and Mr. Bruyere may regard tne as' 
entitled to the treatment of common decency, if not gentie- 
manly boarte^y. •' : ... •; . A-, 

' Mr. Brtryere^s first let^ contained four principal^charges. 
Thd/r^i was, that Separate Schools were excluded from thte* 
provision which had been made for supplying the pubKc 
schools'with hi^p^it^d apparatus — ^that Catholic childrfen must 
learn geography by travellin]^ round 'th^worl^t, and astrdiit)- 
mV 'by Ibdking dp to^he^tars* In re^y, LiAowed that tfeere 
Wa«r ft6l tjinly the sAihe pfov'ision for supfrfying- s^ai^atci^ 
ifis^ublio Schools with maps- and 'a]^rnt4idp, 'but 'that- many 
Separate Schools had been prdvidfed with them by rfle, and 
riming others those-in the City of Toronto itsfelf; • Whiat tloes 
Afr. Bruyere now say in support of this grave and exciting 
charge ? Not one word ; and by thus abandoning it in silence, 
he. tacitly confesses its utter groundlessness. 

• The ^eerdnd ohai^ge vi^hich^r. Bruyer6 preferred "wki^, thkt 
by a clause which he represented me to have got inserted in 
the Clergy Reserve Moneys Distribution Act, Separate 
Schools were expressly' excluded from sharing in the advs^i-* 
tages of the appHcatibn of those moneys f6r the pq^chase 'of 
maps, apparatus and libraries. On the contrary, 1 Triarih^ined' 
tJtAt there' "Was no such' exclusive 6r restrictive ilaa'se in the 
Clergy Reserve Act, much less had! suggested It; What 
does Mr. Bruyere now say in saipport of this grave cHhrge 
and alleged grievance ? Not one word — thereby admitting 
ita, groundlessness al'^o. '. ' / ' ". ','*;* '' ' \''''] 
' K fAiVrf charge made by Mr. Brnyere was^ that I fcad'iii- 
iJBited in th^i^taldgaedf'booltsTor public IHbraFies, HitttleV 
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end 6ibb6n'« Histories, and *D'Aabigm«sfli^to-y of ti^ilerof • 
matiot^ whilst I had< excluded Liiigards Anglo-Saxon. Churcfa^ 
Gahan*s Church Historj', and' the History of tho Churdt by* 
Reeve. In refutation of this charge,!! sbowqd that Hume's 
Sod Oibban,s Histories were not in the Index.. ExpurgaioriuSf 
and therefore ought not to be objeeted to by Mr.. Brttyerer--- 
tfaat IXAubi^ne's History of the Keformati OB was not Id. the 
c^taiogu^, while the throe histoiies mentioned by Mr. Bru*> 
vereas ha^ng hdea dxolud^d, W6t*e all containodiq the cata*: 
logue ; and in addition' to those histories^ . the catalogue con'* 
tained Lingard's History of England, Mylins' History of £ng«' 
land, Prectet's Ahci&nt History, slnd Fredet's Modcrn> Hist<^ry 
— all'St'ftndard Roman Catholic Histories, and all. inserted ott 
the recommendation of Bishop de Ubarbonoel himself, on .my 
appiicfftion to him. WbatJustificaCion docs Mr. Bruyere set 
lipCcir sueh scandalous charges? None wiiatav^r ; aad.tha: 
6A\y apology he ma)pes is that ^hio ^mistake .^as quite juninn 
tc^ntidnal/' 1 hate to observe in re^yv'that neither the public 
nor myself are concerned wit^ Mr, Bruyere' iiUerUiomSf bat 
with his skUements-^vrhich are shown to be.imfbunded in re- 
gard both to what they deny and what they assert of a print*, 
ed catalogue of-bb(>ks, and a system uf; libraries affscting the: 
whol^ country, and adopted 4iy the Council of Public InSUuc-- 
tioii'-^a Council composed^ of genttemen'ofitbe highest hon^ 
d!^. inteHigence find integrity. : : .J . : : .! , ^ 

The fourth^ aod last principal charge preferred by Mr.. 
Bruyere was, that in. the Comnr^n^ School system .Chrtstianity. 
was not r^cogmzed-i^that the schools' were! godiess and infi-i 
del — sind that i was employing every means, in' my power ta 
injtire and destroy th6 Kot^n^n Oathotro Church. In rafdy^ h 
simply gave an official correspondence thht had. recently .ia^ 
ken place betw^n Mr. Brti3rere and myself, which dispro.ted 
his frtatemenls and charge* in every- particnlar. Wbaitnow 
is Mr. Bi*uyere'd'di5feii>c^ of such statemetntaand imputations?! 
His only defence is, that the c6rr^spondeQce oagfat not to have" 
been m:ide public, ^nd has li^hing to do. with.the subject I . 

Thus have Mr. Bruyetie^s four principal stiateineaifl!.and: 
charges been disproved dnd shown to be entirely groundless. 
It now remains foi* me to dispose of some of his mis* 
ceilarieous statements; ': i* • 

* 1. He sayg-^*» The Chi^f • Sbpterintendent of Education as*.. 
fkfvts th'il nether Gibbon'ftor Home are tohs;£L»und in.bid li<* 
brtiries/' i aM^rtdd no^ht^g qf thekind^^my argummt 
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sboald falsify the whole of my past Ufb^ and despite tnys^If 
.were I not serupoloas to protect the rights and feelings of 
Reman Catholics equally Wrth those of any, or all othdr 
ekvsses of the comnwmity. - It is certain of their oifh eccle- 
siiastics,. who have •inflicted upon them burdens and di^adv^ah^ 
tages which tlieir fathers had not to beat -in the days of 
Bishops Macdon^^eii and Pdwer-; who liave riia46 that' a 
mortal sin ax a munioipai or school election, which was for- 
merly no isiti at alh Who deny the ibrdirtances for' attending 
schools, an attendance at whibh was formerly encouraged 
when those schools W^re more eicceptione^bie chart at ^reseik' 
The conscientious cdnTrcliona'^&f which Mr. Bniyer^ speaks 
have been manufectured Iddrderjasi aUo trhe mortal sins 
which are charged npdn some Roman Catholics.^ ''*It is tbns 
felear that I had' no more reference to the creted of^he Roman 
Catholic Church than to that of any.* Protestant Church;. biit 
to injiinctiohs against the public schbrfUr, which haW bfren 
laid upotY liomaftT Cdtholied Mtvthe dio^jes^e of T6r6n!o-'Sy 
threrr Bishop, and which' Mr. Bruyere'has'nfiisnaihed "(von- 
scientiooi Convictions of Csftholibs"— but cbn'Vtciidiis of ^hi^ehr 
Catholics^ knew nothing unlH ^mce the thfnsioh of the new- 
foreign elemtent, and which are a^ iabhdrrerit to = d-la^rge^oN 
tion;Jif not the great tnajority, of Catholic^; d* theyaro' in- 
oonsistcnt with rheir<dignityas eft eii and their rightts^is Ch^itf- 
tians and citizens; ' . , ' ' ' 

' 6; Mr, Bmyere has attempted-^ pi^ove that the lartjettted 
Bishop Power entertained the ne^v4y imported views on tK^ 
subject of Separate versus- the Public Schools. As welt 
might he a^empt Co prove that light is darkness. Bishop 
Power acted as a member and ^chairman of the ProvincTAf 
Board of Education up to "wrthtrt '' less than a week - i5)f *his 
death^advtsed upon arid bonJjiawed'in all theVegalatiohs rtT-^ 
lative to the NormalrMod€j|,^hd Cbrhn^on Schools Of Uppei^ 
Caimdartihc ^sclectkHi of te5:t-boOk$*,&c:, &c.*^^as honout^flt 
afterhisdeceise by an unanimous iGsofutto h'Ofthfe B^ard^ 
as- to hi3 character oad^ermt^^i^hd afftfefwards eulogized byj 
me:(who w»« absent at thte timeof his death) in a ptAliC'sWd* 

EuWtshed addt2«ss. As well 'ttUgHl 'Mr: Brttyere' haye'thdf 
oldnessti* at^ibutehis s^ritimdnti'fc^ alHthe other ^rnemWerif 
of the Boapd^fflctading myself; as^^tA' ascfibb ihem to Bishop; 
Power. :Nay,thetdcas as wetf'jas;6^ as tb the motv:' 

tal sins iof rserrfing children to:4he |*iWic sfehdoJs oi^ votlUg* 
JE>r^:Sehool>Trast»«, ^r €k>until1oA 6r. Legislator, >xcept at^ 
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the order of the Bishop, have been mantifactured sincis' the^ 
days of the lamented Bishop Power, to the surprise, and re- 
proach, and injury of Roman Catholics, as^ well as to the ' 
disturbance of the peace and. hitherto harmonious educational ''' 
progress ot the country. * 

7. In reply to my assertion that Roman Catholic children ' 
who have been taught in the mixed schools, are as good Ro^' 
man Catholics as those wllo have been laujghtin separ^te*^ 
schools. Mr. Bruyere delivers himself as follows: ^un the~ 
authority of the oldest and best informed Catholic Clergymen 
of Canada, I am able to assert, that with a few honorable 
exceptions, these sound Roman Catholics, educated in mixed 
schools, may be honorable men, honest men, according to 
the Protestant sense of the word; but practical, religious, 
scrupulous, observers of the rules of their church, they are 
not. They are Catholics in name ; Protcstaht, or half heathen 
in practice. They are Protestants to all intents and purpor 
ses. Therefore we can well afford to give them up to the 
Chief Superintendent of Education. They are as Catholic 
and Protestant as himself.** Now as the. Separate Schools 
are .only recent and few and far between in Upper Oanitd^j 
it follows that nineteen twentieths, if riot ninetv hondredthir' 
of the Roman Catholics who have received any education^ jn' 
Upper Canada, have received it in the 'mixed Schools.; afcid 
Bruyere himself admits that allorthiBrti with a few exfce^' 
tions are of my views and not of his^' on the ,system jbf pub-' 
lie schools. This is a conclusive though unwitting tfeslimony,* 
that the newly imported do^ttin^ hnd assumptions of bi- 
shop DeCharbonel and Mr. Bruyere afe as alien to the 't^iews 
and feelings ot the great majority of the Roman Catholics as 
they are subversive of their rights and social interests. Ac- 
cording to Mr. Bruyere, there was no sound Romanism in '. 
Upper Canada before the recent iniportations, and there are* 
no sound Roman Catholics out of the assumed 150,000 bear* 
ing that name save the " few honorable exceptions,** that bow 
their necks to the new yoke and theii understandings to the 
new-vocabulary of saintly virtues ai d mortal sins which have ' 
been lately manufuactred for the perfection- of their humilia- 
tfbn and enslavement. In the past days of Bishops Macdonelt 
and Power and their clergy, who, like ihem, had grown up 
under Briti:$h instrt^utions, and knew by privations, experience 
a)id labors, how to sympathise wiih the Waists, circiimstundes : 
and interests of their people, it appiears on Mr* Bruyere's au- 



thority. tb? Romaiji Ca^holica w^^e oply 90 ijx nfupe» iKfail? 
th^y Wfire." mf-j^ej^tb^a ift pra^tjce,^ if s are their auccesfors 
at in^ jprjeieot. day, wlipa;! Mr. Bjruver^ jgiyea up by wi>ole$ale 
i(j the Chi^f Supeiio^ten4eot of Eaucati9n. 1 will cheerfully 
accept the cnarge, ' and treat this large claims of i^y felloWr 
cUi;^!^ with tj^ same coBsidera^onaAd soliciti^e tha^t I have 
ajviaj^. 9npiw!A fox tto a? well ^8 foif ^heir right^r^ 

iiijbwing tha,t neUh<ir l^ consulted by. the parly of IVIr, Bruyer^ 
-ri^;^alsitaff Company, by hi? qwjq confession, of ''a few ho- 
nj^rabl^i.exc^ptipps,'^ in the. great bp<|y of the R,oiD«m Catholic 
cpoi/cqup^ty.. ' Apd the. sequel will sfiow whether the great 
naajority of tbi^ Rpnian Catholic y^th, taught in the puhlii 
spbQoJsJif conneciign with thjeir fpUow coui^trymen, will, like 
m^ny of their pioneer predect^ssors, stand in the first walkoif 
tjjie.intpll^ctuiaUdisitipguishejd and prosperous. rr\en of their. 
T\ei^W>prh6.Q4 <fp4 cQuulry.; .pr whether such distinctto* will 
a^ach to the*' few. honorable exceptippy* of those and theii: 
<^lc%i^'whpmMx,Bruy?re's party shall isolate from all ili^t 
is^ progrijssiiYeA.i^leyatipg and invigorating* in the country, — 
sj^f^L^l^qji the i>ew cAtaJogiie brmortaT sins, with their a,c- 
cpip|)ahyfi^ QOijisciepiioui^ coxjviptiona» that aft Protest^ix.ts 
aure mJkleJ^genpral knpwledge 'po^on-TT-and Gr^at. Britain 

l^Jf!h^ assucnptiops of this naw f&reign elprnqnt in ojur coun- 
try^ iwighj not Veq^'rp public Kiotice were they copfined tp, 
tKej^r/ui^foH they are inqide the' cloak 

of ajjsailihg pvWi.Q law ^4 its .adnaipiatratiojo ; when they 
presuijje tp coniipand and ^e^ipijc^e in the vouhjc^I Chambei'. 
cjGoiej^pient and iijihe bafe of L^iglatipn, aid giyei pefr 
eipopj;ory ord/er^, enforced with paijjs ahd penal ti^V at ^6ry. 
political^ niunipi pal* aiw school election throughout Upper 
Xjan^tdaV.when tney seek to, defame and destroy every public 
^ iftstjtjjtion ^nd agency for the. diffiusion of geiaeraj education 
and kppwledgp, and even demand State support to \e^,c\x that 
t^e great majority of th^, iflhalutants. of the State and tbeJr 
iustitwtions, are infldels and infidel agencies, — enemies of God 
apd man; when thev become an active element of party ia. 
regard to every public map and every public question, and: 
piuBiic measure, whether in the provincial government or in. 
t^e.lpca] niunicipality, and thus aim at controUng or destroy- 
ing ev^ry man and. every institution in the land, — they then, 
reachacxisi? of invasion which canno longer be evaded,! 
but musji be coi^fronteid by eyery man of eyer/ rank, and 



P.v.ty, v\iQ y^im lib^rty^ of ^Qtifto* wpr4 or thpg|rhvju4, 

gpyiernment aipd fiiee in^titutipng* 

' €j. Finally, passing oy^r maay petty misrepresentations^ I 
must.«ay a word on that great doctrine of mpral and political 
science 6ippantjy prppounded by Mr, Bfuyere in the TqIIow- 
iog sentences : •*To the parents, not tp the state th^ child 
bdong^ : SQ» at least, the law of God and nature proclaims. 
I^rom th(» parent what power on earth can sqatch hipi T^ The 
theory thus I^id down is, that the parent has everything, and 
the state ppthing tp dp with the cfiild-^the one is placed in. 
oppo9i.tioa tp the, other — a dajigerous error and practical, 
absurdity. By the state is meant the whole bogy of the. 
people united under one government; and in tlie.best organized! 
state the interests of the whole community are binding upon 
each member, and the strength of the whole community is 
exerted, for the protection of e^ch member. The state, there- 
fpce, SQ far from having nothing to do with the children, cpii- 
siitutes their collective parent, and. is bound to protect them, 
against any unnatural neglect or cruel treatment on the part 
of the individuj^l parpnt, and jtp^ secure to them all that wtl^ 
qjualify them to become useful citizen? of the state. Thus if, 
the indiyidu§il parent should starve, maim or murder the child, 
would not the state or collective pareqt h^ve sametblPg tp do, 
ir^. regard to the child ? Has not the st?it^ ha4 somethipg tp^ 
do for the protection .of factory children in England— to pro/-» 
tect them, against the cupidity of the individual, p^irent, and 
secure, to them the opportunity and means oi instruction ? 
And ijf the state has so much to do with the body of the child 
has it hot, by a. stronge^ reason* something to.dp with the 
child's mind also— to see that it. is not starved, maimed, and^ 
converted, intp an enpmy and danger to the stat^^ instead ot^ 
being an intellig^pi,t and ugefpl rpember of il ? Now, our pub-^ 
lip sqhopl system instead of exceeding the legitimate ppwef 
of the state, or the whole people in their collective capacity,, 
io regard to the child, comes short of it. Based upon th0. 
fact that individual ignorance is a public ewl, the state or. 
whole people, provide for its removal and prevention by es-. 
tablishing schools for the education of all the childreii — ^re-. 
serving tp their individual parents th^ supreme cpntrpr as to 
religious instructiorL But the state or coHcctiye people, 
sHpul4 proceed a -step, fjirther, and see not only that provision' 
is maide for the instruction, of each childtbut th^t each child, 
should receive somewhere ^ certaija amowol, or certain, period. 



of tmtroction — ^that if any individual f>arent should be so un* 
natural asi to deprive his children of trieir divine and buman 
birthright of mental food and clothing, and therefore mental- 
growth and power, and starve and maim them by cruel 
neglect or abuse, the state or collective parent should inter- 
pose for the protection of such helpless children — worise than 
orphans*— and save them from such irreparable wrong? and 
injuries. This is a power with which the state thr(>ugh the 
several municipalities of the land should be invested — a power 
with which I proposed to invest them by a draft of bill and 
communication submitted to Government two years ago— • 
a power which has lately been suggested by two Judges of 
the Supreme Courts — the one in a recent address to a 
grand jury, the other in a still more r cent address to the 
Canadian Institute. Thus the state, or ^he collective people, 
is the helper of every good, and especially of every poor 
parent, in the education of bis children, and the legitimate 
guardian of children against the cruel neglects and wrongs of 
bad and unnatural parents. 

ut Mr. Bruyere says, the State, or society at large, 
through any of its organs or,<igencies, has. nothing to do with 
the child — the individual parent is absolute. Yet, how does 
this pretext set up to excluie a class of children . from the 

£ublic schools accord with the practice of his party ? Bishop 
fe ('harbonnel and Mr. Bruyere say to the state, you have 
no business or concern with the education of children, espe- 
cially one class of them — they belong absolutely to their par- 
ents ; and then turning to those parents, they s^y, those . 
children are not yours but ours ; and if you send them to 
the public schools to which you have been accustomed, you 
are guilty of moral ain — you shall be deprived of the ordi- . 
nanct-s of the church, and if you or your children die, you 
shall be buried like dogs. This is what Mr. Broyerc calls 
** freedom ol edupation'^a despotism in the state over the 
state, — a despotism in the family over the parent — a surrender 
of the rights and functions of both the state and the parent to 
a clerical absolutism under which humanity withers and. 
society retrogrades. 

In conclusion, I beg to call the attention of public men of 
all parties to the following important facts. 

1. That every charge against our School System and its 
administration, as pat tial or unjust in regard to School ap- 
propriations, libraries, or Maps and apparatus for Schools, 



bdt attcrly failed ; and to persevere in hostility when the 
grounds are shown to be false, sbows that the object is x\qi 
truth, not the diffusion of education or knowledge, not equa.1 
rights and privileges among all classes, but immunities and 
powers inconsistent with the rights of individuals, municipal- 
ities, or constitutional government itself. 

2. That though in my last Annual Report I have explained 
the Christian and fundamental principles of the School Syf- 
tern, its perfect impartiality to all parties, the peculiar indal* 
g'noes to Roman Catholics, and the unconstitutional and sub- 
versive character of the new demands of the party of Kishop 
De Charbonnel and Mr. Bitiyere ; yet has not Mr. Bruyer^ 
nor one of the newspapers in hi^ interest attempted to combut 
one of the principles, facts or arguments of that Heport^ but 
they have sought to divert attention from their own preten- 
sions, and the great principles of the School System, by 
re'rterating groundless imputations against it, and making 
gross attacks^upon me — yet concealing from their readers my 
answers to those attacks. 

3. That the oft repeated attempt to show the inequality of 
the Separate School provisions of the law has been sa 
thoroughly exposed as to be Apparently abandoned; nor has 
Mr. Bruyere adduced. or attempted to adduce a single tactto 
show that any thing is taught or done in the public schools to 
proselyte Roman Catholic children, or that is inconsistei)t 
with the wishesf of their parents ; nor has he been able to fix 
upon a single partial or disobliging act in my administration 
of the department during the List ten years, even towards my 
assailants ; :ip much so that the chiejf burden of his charge 
against the public schools now amountjs tp litfle more than 
the society of Protestant children, against associating with 
whom '' conscientious convictions*' are pleaded; and lor Ro- 
man Catholic children to be taught or habituated to rogani 

.them otherwise than as lidtle infidels, and their religion as 
infidelity^ would be '''dangerous to faith and morals." . But 
yet instead of proceedidg quietly with their own Seperat^ 
Schools, the "conscientious convictions" of Mr.^ Bruyere and 
his partv seem to prompt them to do little more than assail 
the public schools and every measure adopted for their effi- 
. ciency and usefulnessj 

4. That in every .enlightened country provision is mad^ 
by the State for the education of youth — that in every free 
couDtry where there is no political oonnecUon beiwe«|i 
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'€)hureh iind iStite, ttiene has, ' wilhout exception, ^i*o*i*roh 
fesen mUde for all clasisieis of hs youth without respect to atajr 
sector hierarchy— equally protectmg the rights of all parties, 
*but permitting the exclusion or domination of none. In every 
"6t3^h cOTtttry there always have been individuals, especially 
individuals ecclessiastics, who, advocating the connexion be- 
'Itveen Ch^tirch and State, have assailed the moral character 
" fcnd tendiJhcy of alf ischools timf educational systems hot car- 
ried/on through the church, Pamphlets, statistics, and ap- 
peafe •without end are put forth to sustain these fofrtof n hop^ 
of Church and State yearnings. In the heighboririg Stales 
ittch puWieatiOtfs atfe M longer hetederf ; the people proceed 
•♦Wfh Vhi6 fc^locaf ron of thrir children, regardless of the eflfojrts 
'6{ tbe^ ^cclasia^ties to tlsurp the control of it from the 
-yi^htful parents. In the statistics 6f ttime thei^e partisans 
lifever iliforn^ ydu how mairy of the youthful culprits havte 
Hftttend^ed the 'pul^e sehoo), and how many have never bceh 
tii ilehoot-M^t in the cities 6f th^ Utiited Staf^, ais in 
Toronto, and other Canadian towtis,the criminals lire thdab 
who hhitt been kept from the ^chools,--seMom or nev^r 
thoie' who have i-egularly att^ded the schools^^that did all 
*the dhildi^ attend iAi6 schools, thete would be a great de- 
'lei'^aseii^steiad of increaise of juvenile criifne. The system of 
^ciptfhpr ^ducMioit m Upper Canada dtffek*s from that in any 
other state m Aiwerica-, not merely in the fact that the <5lergy 
•effell reiigiooti pef Suasions are recognii^ed as co-workers, 
kta that ^istian 'principles and feelings ifl the highest and 
largest sense, pervade the text books used in the schools, but 
'to fhit the piai*ents in each mumcipality, witiho« mlerfering 
**wth th^ tights 6r scroples of ^ny' individual, can make their 
-lEfehbcJtts' religious as tlicy please in i*egiard to both exetctse^s 
'«nid Inst^dctioft^in that every po$sibfe weility and tissistance 
fi^''^fVcfi them to^ do so ; but nq dbfnpuM&ii is attempted in 
•Ihattters 6f religion, an^ thore than in regard to the e^tablisb- 
'ii^nt of schools themselves. Not It school or libl'ary cim bte 
'^flftttfeKiied, Hot an article of school apparatus procured. 
Without foea> volutttaly mfonicipal action. The school taxing 
pd^Wer rests estclusively With the inhabitatits in each rttmiei- 
"pahty, who establish and stipport their aehools as they 
please; and -our whole school system is one of aid arid eti- 
^bdiirtig^^itit to ih^ inhabitants of each ihunicipsdity tp 
"pnv^vide- foi' ft^^^ducation of their children j the woHtingof 
«lie«y)it&m is feir the people a {^aetic^l schdol of liberty «» 
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Weil kn <i j)afffenVmeini of ediicatibn and iiibwledge ; itrd life 
i^titfate dgainst ft h an invasion of powers, |iriVifeges, and aiAs 
^hlch have been conferred by lav^ upon the tn'iniicipaillti^ 
^f the country, and form a part arid patcel of thiS coftstitiitioii- 
(Bilrights of the pbopte. 

te, RYERSON. 
T^oi^onto, I8th Jaiiaary, ISSl '^^ 
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WlthbW ip(o»fe8iN'tfg trttich of the steHhig worth iff Itle 
Ibftiftle set, Dr. Ryerson fe not afltogether free from tlie fifitil- 
ings occasidttufly attributed to= the Grille pottibtt of thed*i3igh- 
teW &f Eve. His Rmrerence is loquacious, profifee of epithets, 
i^omelifficfs ahusilri^, not utifrequehtly scnii^rilousf^tiklmceiK^nl^ 
i^unbmg y6tk ^airs ^h charges a hundred tknes t^^m. 
Woman-Hke, thfe Chief Siirpigrmtendent Is b^rtt Ap<*tt hftvic^ 
f be last word. Mueh &s 1 tvouFd wish to gk-Mfy thftddd 
notions of my W^^hy brtiagosnist', I cannlot bs y^t M hitti 
h4ve his bwif w»y. His JAst corrimuttifcation to tfcte pubifc, In 
fVit Leader dCtkei leth itfSt., ^dttt^his ^ mtk^b ti^t is Mfk, 
foreim to the subjiseMmMf, v^itb the u^ttut arft^uHtof ^Mk- 
ti<Sal RyersoiiUnt ^rvadin^ ihfe whold, that I- feel k*^i*6tiittt)y 
compelled to giVe his fevelfteface itnotter tedtiire diU'tiahd^r 
and honesty. Or. Ryerson Was the first td 4*aise tte War 
whoop,; iiy addfs»ssing to the Miinidpalitieis his-bjtidi^it^Os 
cirevflflr, wbioh has bd^ x#dU <:iharactet*i^6d ti^ a ^oAiempb- 
Tary, afe •'a 4ot;brtretit fraught with ih6 th6^ tbi^smk^e 
f>f^umptiQ», attd r^flectiHg directly ^ipdii the i^df^ndty-^dd 
inteirigeric'e of att' the Muiiicfi parties Of ^is ^eidtiott bf the 
couhtry." 

' Regardless of tt^ fadt Hhde the R)o«(iey§'aic$oruihg fic6W i^e 
secularized CJergy Iliaserv6«, were to be<i6me Ihfe Goihmdn 
stock; tdMid the property of ft-c^estants and Cathdli^i, Dt. 
Ryerson atterripts to dicts^e to our ibteliigent Mutniotp^ilies 
iti Upper Oariada; bow they ihbuld expehd the larg^ soms of 
motley pi^iGed ubd^rthdr Control; Aetrtated byifeeli»^slofa 
Jiteral and christian poli<:ry, th0^ miinidipal coFrporiAiotis ttutik 
:ii* but just and rigbi, to disisibute (theim amteg the whole* cofjiih- 
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niaiuty, without any reference to party, creedror Botumafity^ 
The Chief Superintendeat of Education, in a spirit 'of narrow 
.jnindedness and hostility to ttie 1, 150,000 Catholics scattered 
over this Province, seeks to disfranchise them from their. share 
in the Clergy Reserves, by calling upon the Municipalities to 
apply these resources not to general purposes, as originally 
intended by the Legislators who- passed the Act of the Secu- 
lariiation, but to his Schools and Libraries, to the purchase 
of books, maps, globes, charts, and other school apparatus 
from which Catholics can derive no more benefit than the 
Hottentots of Southern Africa. I may be permitted to repeat, 
that Catholics have conscientious objections to the Common 
School System, and to the Public Libraries, composed almost 
exclusively of Protestant books* Of the validity of our •* con- 
scientious objectioiis," of course, po secular tribunal, not even 
the Chief Superintendent of Education, can take cognizance, 
.without thereby violating the rights of conscience. 

Should the proceeds arising from the secularized Reserves, 
in compKance with Dr. Ryerson's suggestions, be turned 
exclusively 40 the account of these darling institutions, Cath- 
olics would be deprived of their share of the fund in question. 
In the name of the whole Catholic body in this Province, a;nd 
on the part of 1,150,000 human beingSi I have raised my 
feeble voice against the crying injustice perpetrated by the 
Chief Superintendent of Education. Is it just,! repeat agiiid, 
is it fair, to apply exclusively to the use of one port'cn of our 
commimity, what was destined for general purposes? Is it 
fair, in it just, on the part of Dr. Ryerson, to u^e upon the 
different, Municipalities, the propriety of expending the com- 
mon stock arising from the sale of the set^uiarised Clerg}"* 
Reserves, in enriching Protestiant Schools, to the exclusion of 
Catholic Separate Schools^ in getting up Protestant Librar- 
ies, coniiposed almost exclusively of books teeming with 
insulting diatribes against the Cathirfic community ? S«K:h is 
the question at issue between Dr. Ryerson and mysdf. Sueh 
is the position from which he started in bis famous circular to 
the heads of City, Town, Township and Village MunicipnK- 
•ties in Upper Canada, on the. appropriation of the Clergy 
Reserve Fund. To this position I hold him fast. 

My cunning antogoni^t, kaving dtscdvered but too late, 
that he had tmkenija wrong step, ilies off With the rapidity of 
lighting, from the subject in question. Instead of vindicating 
hy fm argUnMmt. Hkei an honest man, his suggestion to the 



Munici{>a]Uies^ be finds it roore copvenieal ^ himself to toucb 
upon every tliU)g« except theque$tion at issue. In his second 
reply to my rejoinder, the Chief Superintendent of Education 
speoks in the nccqnts of injured innocence, ^' of gross personal- 
ittes which apcord so entirely with the taste and feelings of 
.The Ijeadarf as to be regared by him as a pattern of contro- 
versiaj style." Of course the good Doctor who, so frequently 
takes great delight in flinging the opprobious epithets of an in* 
fushn of a ntw foreign eJemeht in tho fac^ of Catholic .Bis- 
iiopa. {|nd Priests, s^nd Fiench, Germ'dt), Irish, and Scotch 
Catholics of foreign birth, must be absolved pf the obnoxious 
imputatioo- If we are to givocredil to the persecuted Chief 
Superintendent, €i;eii the treatment of common dec^fncy, if not 
gentlemanly courtesy^ is withheld from him. Of course the 
sensitive Doctor need not be so particular about comrnaj^ de* 
cency^ when he ventures to charge Catholic Bishopy and 
Priests with trfating the immortal minti of Roman Catholics 
juH as the American sloveJtolder doe^ the mortal bodies tf his 
sla^e^ Instead of sticking to his thesis* my wily opponent 
finds. it more to his tqste, to ipdMlge in a iew of the ordinary 
•comnoon^place. d^iclamatioi)^ of :,he meeting ho^e, abo^t 
^' oiericalabsolutism, under which hunmnity withers and so- 
ciety retrogrodef.": la one part of the. learned document, we 
have the usual deceptive cry about * the resurrection of the 
hu^a9 ,mind, from the lethargy and enslavemjent in which it 
.had been buried during ihe> Dark Ages " Were . this the 
plac^, I might; easily show his weal^-cninded Reverence tbs^t 
Jhe *' Dark Ages'' have no existpQce, except in the dark 
craoium of the Chief Superintendent of Education arid others 
of his. stampk— tFor the second, third and fifth time, my perse- 
vering anlogoni$t will try bis hand 0t B'shop De Charl;»onel, 
whoH) he politely call^ an importation from, a foreign climet 
." maoufactufingco^scieiMious^i^onviQt'ions of which Catholics ; 
knewnoihing untiltheiofusi^d^rof tl)e new foreignrelement ipto 
thia country " In. the absoence of His L.ord«bip« who is.^pw 
in Europe, I beg leave tothank Dr. Kyerson for hisjectures oa 
. good manners. I may be permitted also, ea passant^ to re- 
rnsHrk that this frequent yepititionofa language worthy of the 
fish market, betrays a great scarcity of words and of lhQi|<:;hts, 
. and a low tone of education. Kpain and Italy will feel^ in their 
turn, the unsparing lash (Sf the (.-bierSuperintendent. Unfor- 
tunate Spain, poor benighted Italy, will the light of Ryersun- 
. lArt^L ever :«hine , upon X9^; mpoQtaHls ^d vsdiey^^^ dispel 
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the d6uds dftgndraVice hovering over you ? It is tru^ ftome 
the eapiwl of ItaJy, With a poptrktion of 158,678 souls, has only 
thrte hundred ^nd eighty-one Free Schools, with about jivie 
. hundred teachers, and fourteen thousand children attending 
•them ; aUniVersity, witiian average attendance af si jc hondred 
iand sitty students, besides other Institutions of leartiing, Sem- 
naries, and ^cadamies for the teaching of the higher branches. 
It is traife, the Papal Stated, with a popiifetiott of two and k- 
half millions, cdntaiii sevefci Universities, ivhiht Priisisii, 
with k population otTburteen millions, has but seveii.-^Biit 
What is all this, let me ask, compared with the blaze of lig^ 
continually issuing from Dr. Ryerson's Model Scho^H, it 
Vhidi 1,'570 children out of a Protestatit populatioA M 29,556 
receive an education at a yfearly cost offour pdiihdd^ ten dhil- 
ittt^ir, and four pence per heald ? The average Wlendfcin^ii iti 
oar Catholic Separate Schoob, -out of a Catholic population df 
12,210, last year, was 1286. The total receipts for the sup- 
port of these Schools, during the sanie year, inolCtdtng Gity 
Taxes and Lesirfative grants, anK>anted td JS545« I l^aVfe it 
the pubiic^to judge wbelher the eause of education wbuid lidt 
1>e more effectually pronioted, and public ec0n6my better eott- 
sult^d, if each denomination "^as allowed to hjiv6?its oWh 
Separate Schools. Tb^ abbve is the daily attendadci^atsd 
cost of Our matchless Common Schools in Toronto. Bveh 
The Ltad^j who has bad the ejttreme kindness to opfeft ii 
columris for the insertion Of the Doctor's effdsibns, ^ill ofeett- 
sibtially ^et a tap from the ferule of my fretful oppidiietit, fdr 
riotdting edkoridl propriety, by Joiriing in Mr. Bruyerfe'*s at- 
tacks; In refei*ence to this strttnge demeanor of the Chi^ftf 
Supferintendeht,! hope I shall not b% blaiiied if I say,that his last 
reply to nie sustains but too well the peeVish charaotfer erf the 
old Dame sitting at the comer of the domestic he^th» ffetttrtfe 
wranglittg,arid scolding all those who come iii her x^ay^atid dif- 
fer from her views. Why my sensitive antagonist fifboiurd thds 
give waytb histempfer,! am at a toss to understand. I fepeiit 
it agaitk ; all these rtneae^ and wanderingis h4ve nothing to db 
with the question at issue. Had Dr. Ryerispn eonfiti6d hitft- 
self Within the debated pointj hislorigcomwiunication, extiSnfd- 
ing to twenty ihrte foolscap pages, might easily have been 
reduced to a few lines more characterilStfC oi & ^eniible mftfe. 
" If I appeal to an fmpartiiil pnbKc, I am sUre fheV wfU stUs- 
ffem me^ when I dissert that I art i^iot bourid by dhy ^\i\€ 6f 
•dtok^oVersy, to follow ihv^^p^fery anttigic^tiist Hhdu^ ^H his 



intricacies and meahdeTmgs. What is to Be done with th^ 
Clergy Reserve Funds ? Sfiall they be appli^^d for general 
purposes, for the benefit of all, or shall they be turned to the 
private use of one portion of our community ? Such is the 
.question which the Chief Superintendent attempted to solvd 
'in his famous circular addressed to the Municipalities of Upper 
Canada^by deciding that they shoilldgo all, or at least, in part 
to his State Schools and FobKc Libraries. In vain ^lll the 
l>octor plead, that the Cftlholics may avail themselves of the 
comtrton boon, by going to his Schools, titid drinking At the 
!^prihg of intellectual knowledge flowing froth his Public Lik- 
ta'ries.' P6Y reasons already assigned, and Which wiM be> ff 
'necessary, further submitted to his kind considertfctiori, Cath- 
olics can have, and will have, nothing to do "i^ith his State 
"Schools and Public Libraries. Unwiffing, however, X6 tofflis 
the sensitiveness of the good Doctor, I consent to humor hint, 
fer ajittle while, by entering at onde, upon the examma- 
tton of the various charges cohtamed in his lait t^piy to ttijr 
Yejbrhder. 

The rev. getitleitiah beginS by littferiftg a loUd shoot of 
triumph at the victory W6n over his oppdfnerit, who, if w6 affe 
Ito befieve Dr, Ryersoti, has not d word to say it support oif 
some two or thfee grave charges and alleged gritv'ances. This 
'pteit)^tureejttiltatioft of the good Doctor, will i'etnlnd man^ 
6fdne of the featered tribe Who sings her song of jwbilatloh 
before she has laid her egg. 

Ist I asserted in my communication to the conductors of 
^e Pfess in Canada, that Catholic Separate Schools were pre*- 
cluded from any share^ in the distribution of the Clergy 'Re- 
serve Funds. * 1 repeat the bharg'e and challenge rtiy 
ijpponent to sh6w how Catholics' could be permitted to par- 
take of the common stock, in preseticeofthe legislation ob 
th^ subject I repeat agaiii : the law is iti loui* Way. The Cler*- 
'gy R^sei-ves Secularisation Bill which pt^mi dVcfr the fund's 
accrtfirtg from their salia, t6 the dJfiferelfit Municipalities, h 
'accompanied by A restrictive clause th^t th6y Shall be applied 
'exclusively to those purposes for which miinicipal fimds arfe 
applicable. But, Municipalities, by A former Act 6( Parliat- 
menl, are e^icpressly forbidden from employing amy parlion of 
funds placed at their disposal, to the U6e of Separate Schools. 
•Does It not, thefeforb, follow, as I complained hi my firdt 
•commuttic?ition, thiit Catholics are fno«t lirijustly cut off from 
ahjr shart?in thfe tftstrifeuttotr of tf^ abovd iiarti6d fcffediirtsesp? 
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What nnitters it, whether the restrictive clause be contained 
in the Secuiartzation Bill, as I unintentionally stated, or in a 
former legislative enactment ? Is not the result the same ? 
viz: making the Keserves applicable to Common Protestant 
Schools only, and precluding Catholic (Separate Schools 
from any share of the same? Therefore, the Municipalities/ 
which are at liberty to apply either the whole or at least, 
a part of the Clergy Reset ve« Funds, to Common Schools, 
cannot devote a farthing to the use of Catholic Separate 
Schools. Therefore, again. Dr. Kyerson committed a most 
palpale injustice when he suggested to the Municipalities the 
application of these funds, exclusively to the use or his fellow 
.Protestants. If I disdained in my rejoinder to notice his 
Revernece's reply to the grievance, it was not because I ad- 
mitted its groundlessness, as he says, but because his piti^ 
ful sQphistry was undeserving of an answer. 
. 2,--*I complained, in my first communication, that whilst 
Common or Protestant Schools, should Dr. Ryerson's sug- 
gestion to the Municipalities be acted upon, would be abun- 
dantly furnished with maps, charts, globes^ &c., &c., Catho- 
lic Separate Schools would be deprived of the same advan- 
tages. To this, what, does Dr. Ryerson say? Jn his first 
reply, he simply says that " Separate Schools in Upper 
Canada, have precisely the same* facilities for providing 
themselves with' maps, charts, globes, &c., &c., as the Com- 
mon Schools." * In his second rep'y, taking advantage of 
my silence on his fresh quibble and sophistry, he repeals that 
there is the same provision for supplying {Separate, as well 
as I'ublic Schools, with maps and apparatus, and tiiat mnhy 
Separate Schools had been provided with them by htm. Son 
of Wesley, speak the truth once in your life ! Separate 
Schools have the same facilities for providing themselves with 
maps, globes, &c., &c., as Common Schools, that is to say, 
both Catholics and Protestants can purchase school apparatus 
at the educational departments, both Catholics and Protest- 
ants have the privilege of leaving their money in the hands 
of Dr. Ryerson, and getting in return school apparatus. So 
far, both are placed on a iboting of perfect equality. This 
I ^rant with the greatest pleasure, and may ttus concession 
rc'joico the heart of my worthy friend of the Education 
Office, But, should the suggestions of the Doctor be taken 
into consideration by" the Municipalities, what would be the 
diSef^^ae^ betwi^en CatKolics and P^rotestants I There it iiy*-- 
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dear Ddclor : 'wfill^t Protestaitts would be able to ptkrchase 
.globes, maps, charts, &c., &c., tirtth' the money accruing from 
the Clergy Reserve Fond, Catholics would have to procure 
the same with money taken from their own pockets. The 
disfranfrhised class composed of Catholics, would have to 
draw upon thpir own individual resources, whilst the more ' 
favored class, consisting of Protestant, would have the trouble 
simply of using the Clergy Reserve Funds: a trifling differ- 
ence indeed, not wOrth noticing by Doctor Ryerson. So 
much for the silence with which I tacitly confess the utter' 
groundlessness of my charge. 

3. The next very serious charge is about the books for 
Public Libraries. Great ado is made about a straw ; clouds 
of du!$t are kicked up, so as to darken the heavens and blind 
the readers. What are, after all, these scandalous charges 
to com6 to 1 Some few books, not half a dozen, were men* 
tioned by rqe through an unintentional mistake, as having 
been excluded from, or inserted in Dr. Ryerson's Ctttajoge. 
On the strength of this pretended false statement, the Chiefs 
Superintendent waxes wroth, and in the height of his virtuous 
indignation, exclaim^ ; ^' I have to observe that neither the 
public nor myself are concerned with Mr. Bruycre's inten- 
tions, t>ut wHh his statements.'' €lood Doctor, keep cc^o^ 
neither the public nor myself are to be duped by your ridi*- 
culoys fuss about nothing. To judge of the- pt^posterous 
importstnce attached by Dr. Ryerson to the untDtentional ex-' 
elusion or inclusion^ of some few books. I may te perniitted 
to repeat that out of over 4,000 works nientioned in the 
Catalogue, not perhaps twenty works come from the pen oF 
sound tJaiholic authors. 

4. With a noble pertinacity, the Chief Superintendent ' 
clings to his Bidex Exputgatoriws. Very little, indeed^ does 
he know about the Indkx Expurgatorius. Had the good 
Doctor been in the least conversant with the Roman practice 
in reference to bad books, he would have known, that the - 
Church does not, and cannot put in the Index every bad- 
book. Some are condemned in ^/o6o,'that isto say, without 
mention of the names ; others, on the contrary, are con- 
demned nominaa'm, with the express mention of the title. 
All bad books, in general, containing infidel, heretical, or im- 
moral doctrines, are condemned by the Church, either noni' 
inatinh or in globo. To assert, therefore, that because Hiime's 
#ii49i^bon's histories are not in tite Ii^ex Expurgdidriu*f they 



wiu,c)i was spttp b^ ^^qp^Qtfid irpj^ pn^ ,wbak^ QpU^p^^J^ii^ 
pceleutious tiU^ of Doctor. JJa4 be opene^. hU^^^ iq Jhfj; 
light of* coniiDoa se^se, be wx)uid bav&. uiji4^stpod tb^t.tb^^ 
Q^urcb is ujdabje to pUce oa ii\^ Jn4^,eyen\af}vJixi^ 
or thpuscHidtb part of ^yil fc|ook$ wbidU ^r^ daily is^ijiag 
fortb ffpm a^ infidd press. A^ yv;el|| migbt Pc^ l^yer^oia' 
S9.y, tha,t the obscene af a i^Ilby pampJbJieU W|hicb ^re, hpqrLy 
h^Aded about oa railroad .car^ a^ '8ite^Q>bQat9, ^ould. all 
ba pUce4 iu tbe I^tkx^ By the samje rule.it woiild fjc^UpW that 
the Globe mixsihe a very correct vebic)^ oC, truth, and coa-. 
tains Qotbing but what is^ proper, and fit to be read by^ a 
dec^at feK^ale^ sijQoe this wretched sheet is, not in the Intf^, 
j$3cpwrgaiorw. \ atail myself of this opportiinijty. to inr 
forxQ his revereace that h^ is mistakeo in resard to. Hume 
ai^d Gibhoii. One of tbenf is.ia the Index. Tihtit ^^otb are 
ia Iiis cataloguei I presume* the Doctor c^ Jxave .n9 doul^t 
npw^ Shame., on the porruptof of yputh, who. place^. igi 
tipu^lir bandfi the poi^oji of infidelity a(^l,skept^pUm. . 

.§,., In order to eniable the publip ta, judge of the. ctaf-^ 
a£.t|6r.,of Rev. Dr. Ityerspn's Libraifies^I W|iU..add. ti^a^ bgid 
as the; catalogue is wbicb cootains n.9t.over twepty Catbp- 
lic^wprks, these Public X^braries, got up^.ijipdeii;' the/jsup^!-. 
intepfdence of a Meit,hodist> Minister^ parjijilcularly tbose but- 
iiji the QOTOtryj.arje §till worse, Siacp the^ bpginnipg.o^jtjwsrj 
cpntijpver$yt fiends of] mine in ^a ^om^X^y^ h^ve ca|le4, at 
some of tbi^se Public Libraries, asking, fof jCathpUi^ bop^.. 
naeqtioned in ijhe c^talpgup. These boqky. ve^e nat vfiere^. 
W,beiher they were i;iot for pirculat^ or whetbgJTi.jbfiy 
were hot at all on the shelves of the l|«ib];'aries^^ j^lSeK is, 
ix^pre probable, the. fact i^ they xsould not, be na)^*, As. a 
asja^al rule, there are 'nojie. buf frpt^aja^it^ worpi iq.- Uf^ 
Libraries of Dr. Ryerson, 

Jn conne^^ipo, with the above statf^ent, I beg. l^aye tp: 
add the follp wing remarks. Of. the spbenie of Public liibra- 
ries.got upbytbeC^bief Superinttenden^ pf Education, wp may 
say what is daily repeiated about Gomrppn/S^ohopls, l^hj^y 
dp not suit our cQp,imunity ; they arp i^ot adapted tp \fM inr 
stipcts. and, wants. We are liying^ii^ a community compo3|^i(i. 
of a thousand shades and. shapes.* Books to. the liking ai}d 
taste of Prptcstantis will not b^ relishjQ4 by Cfatholii<^y an^ 
vice, verfa Catholics will not as a general rujeiJook. uf^to Pro« 
teatRpt, shelves fpr nienUf.1 (opd^ 1 b^y kAo^wr^ fapm,ei;i;wa?iepg|fl 



most sficrei is. rnwreprosReoted cmmT ^iclicjuled. N^r. will rr 07' 
testants^ as a general lule, go toCathQlic Lib^avie? Wbeu thjsy. 
a?ek for jrqa.qing p^tt^r- Dr. Ky^i^son should, kno-^r tfa^^. 
Catholics bav^ no inore faith in Protesti^at Lil;>^ai*ie$^ made up. 
cjf Prot^tant books, under Protestant agency, tjian Piotes- 
t§^nt& baye in our own Libcaries. 1 repQ^t' again* in. the 4ivi-? 
ded ^t^te of Christendoco^ ps^rVtcuJariy in ijpper CapadAs 
Coiirunpn tiibrarie^ for both Protestants an4 Cat^o)ic% a^e an 
itppossiUlHy. There is therefore but one aUermaiiyet Ijic^t. 
every denonuna.tion ^et up their own Librarie^r ^^d purchajse. 
book^ adapted to their own choice and tastq. Qatholica w!iU. 
never ask for their owii. private use: a cent out. of the funds 
destined for general purposes. They would cd^^sider i.t.l.he- 
greatest injqstipe to divert to their own e^clxiisiveuse whaV 
the unanimous, voicjf of th^ najkion hasdeclared taheliie coni- 
mon stock, the property alike oif Protectants and Catholic^ 
Let me ^sk of tne Chiei Sig^erintendent of B4 ^^ti^l^ t<3i coni-. 
descend to take, fkim a Catholic tVi^t lesspi^spfj^itisl^^ai^d 
c^inity. Let him listen to the voic^ of ^p pftftifWf mernberol': 
the Church of Rome, reminding him ptxH^p gf>\'i^P^ rjuje once^ 
imprinted oa his; mind by the fitter of his.Creatoi:, l^ut M^hich^^ 
has beep obliterated by religious pfejudic^ s^d hs^tred Q^bi^, 
fellow Christians. " fio unto other as; y9n would wish to he . 
done by." Such is our r\ue, jsuch a^e the pi^incjipiia? whichv 
sjhipuld guide and direct every Christian, whosp rpind i^ not. 
misoned by RyersoniaijL doctrinp., I wflJ a^d* thet schema of 
rublic Librari«Sf iikp that of Comjpp^ SchPois,ii^ving be^ 
weighed in Oie soale, has been found^-wanting. Tie tree. Ija^j 
bprne. its fruit ; they have proved most bitter to tiie taste. I. 
am informed on good au^^^P^^ that lately in severallo(palities,> 
I'r^testants, in a spirit of concilii^tioj;i towards Cathplics^i 
tJheir fellow Christians, have already sold put. th^ii? Puhlipj 
Librajries, judging wisely that these K,yersonian contrtyance?^ 
do not meet the; present want^ aud taste oS our comnptunit^. 
Thus h^is a great source of discord been t^ken frpin their! 
midst. It i^ to be hoped that before long all Upper Canada^ 
animated by similar feelings, will cpme to the sai^e cpnplu-, 
sipn, and scatter to the wipd the .great humbug of Pr. tiyeXf, 
son^ viz: hi.9 Public. Libraries, a^d substitute .l^ their place ^ 
Frivat^ LibrarieW be^er adapted to tl^e liking of es^ch. deno^i 
mination. 
6. I como to the fourth chfi]^. prefgfr^ed ' ag^icff^ ip^ ,by 



the Chief Saperintendcnt of education. I am accused hy fiinx' 
of having stated "that in the Common School system, Chris- 
tianity was not recognised — that the schools werie Godless 
and infidel, and that he (Dr. Ryerson) was employing every 
means in his power to injure and destroy the Roman Catholic 
Church." Befor6 I answer the charge, I beg to state that the 
infidel character of Ur. Ryerson's schools, is not the only ob- 
jection We hate to them. We object to them likewise, on the 
ground that the books used in his Model Schools are not fit 
to be placed iti the hand of a Catholic child, nor of anybody- 
else. Indeed there is not a single text-book ,even on the natural 
sciences, arts, civil polity, political economy, or any branch of 
natural history and human industrj',— ^there is not a single 
Protestant production of taste, literature and imagination, 
but contains more or less that is offensive to Catholics. In 
proof of what 1 advance, I will make a few extracts from 
some of the text-books laught in Dr. Ryerson's schools. 
WWte's Universal History, one, I believe, of his standard 
works in the Grammar Schools, stands prominent among ob- 
jectionable text-books. Ahnost every page of his modern 
Ifiistory, especially ^hcn it relates to Catholic nations or tho 
Cathohc Church, exhibits instances of bigotry and scandal- 
ous perversion of truth. For instance, under the head ** The 
Church," the student in history will read, ** Many .clrcur.- 
stances seem to hare contributed lo the great eclesiastical rev- 
olution which distingnrshed this century. The inlroducfion 
of image worshrp had been strenuoudg resisted.** The above, 
Besides being a falsehood, is a direct insult offered to Catho- 
lics as rational beings. Again, in a chapter headed ** Luther,** 
**^The immediate cause of the Reformation was the' gross 
abuse of indulgences. In 1517, a sale of indulgences was 
proclaimed as the most effectual means of replenishing his 
(Leo X.) treasuary. ^By these, abisolution Was given fur 
fiiture sins, as well as for past ; and they were converted mto* 
licenses for violating the most sacred obligations.* Dn the. 
subject of the Council of Trent, the following, among other 
passages, occurs. ** Among the articles decreed by this Coun- 
cil to be implicitly believed, are :r-The ceHbacy of the clergy," 
confession arid absolution, the w^orship of images and rehcd ; 
the intercession of saints, the adoration and Immnculfite Con- 
ception of the Virgin Mary.* Behold, reader, how history^ 
is taught in Dr. Ryerson's schools. In a book styled " Lec- 
tures OQ BcftaDy," in* Lectured, under the title ^Superstitions 



wtik r»glurd to the Mow^i^g of pUmtC lh»i:eAiIor.wH}tflW»t ^ 
with the fdtowii^ passfige :. ""In ihc Romish Ckurcb« tnmf: 
supenBtitkMiff exial with. regard to oertaia pUiils \r4iich heppm.: 
to Uoeaoin about the time of some saints', days^ la Italy a»d - 
other countries in the South of Europe* where these aopea^ 
stitions first originated, the dead-roettle beiog in Uobsooi about 
the time of St yincent's day* a martyr who sttff»ed tot; 
Christianity under the Emperor Dioclesian, ia the )^ar d04« - 
the flowei? is consecrated to him. The Winter HeUebore.ts , 
usually in bloesom abput the. time of the CooTersion of 9u 
Paul, supposed to be in .commemoration of that event'' Again^ 
** The Crown Imperial blossoms in England about the Wk of * 
March* the day of St Edward* King of the W^st Saxons ; : 
nalwe thus« as was imagined* honoring the /day. with a roy»I^ 
flower. It was during the middle ages* wbnnftbe.niifidsfor 
ami were influenced by the blindest sopefstitian, that they 
thus imagined every operation of foatuce to be eioifafanniilieal 
oiaome thing connected with their religious faith.'' Jiomk 
several other passagi^ reflecting particuUiriy . upon supersti* 
tious monks and nutis who were» says ih^ Jectwrer* toe au^* 
thcira of these conceits. Thus wjien Gatbolie • duldren IhfiHs 
expect to read a loctui« on Botany and flo wera^ they wUI bei 
treated to a lecture on superstitious mmka suui^nuns* llie) 
text book which contains these extracts iaicesh from * Dr.^ 
Ryerson's libraries. I, open another: atandaflrdr-work. lately 
from the shelves of th6 Normal Sfchool, it is eaUedr : . ^.Renreo 
ations in Science and Natural Philosophy." Now*: who wocdd 
expect bigotry and prejudices in Mattiral PfailDsophy ? Sack 
is* however* . the case. In a section of th^ work* faead^ 
^ Am using Problems," the following isfouBd* — *f A.ccrtan 
convent consisted of nine cells* one of which^ in the middle, 
was occupied by a blind Abbess and theTest by her nnns. 
The good. Abbesa to assure herself that ihe nuns did 
not violate their vowa* viaited all the cells* and ^ findhig 
three nuns in each* which made nine in. each irow* radired to 
rest Four nuns* however* went outi and the Abbess returns 
ing at midnight to count them, stiU finind nine in each r6w* 
and tberfeore retired: 4s before* The four nuns then caraa 
bad(* each with a gallant* and the AJbheas* on paying ihem 
another visit* having again * counted nine persons ia 
each row* entertained no suspknoa of what had 
taken plaoe. But four mone naen were introduced, and 
•tlie At^b^n again couotiaig . nine persons iu eaeh 
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rdtr, TOlired is the fii31 ttetmiMiw liMf no Ma kid 
gVM Out or eome in* How was sU ibis poswbte^ ?•' I leave 
the loltttioa 4f tfae above iM^oUem to Dit. Kyorson a»d ht« pu- 
pihi. )f therb is apy imptx^priety in peMigbing suefa- 8c<mdal<. 
otift trash, let the blame be festened on the brow of thosig wbo 
thtii attempt to penrverl the mind and corrupt th^ hesms of 
unsuspecting' youth. Such ate the ^hristiai^ prinoiples and 
feiUiigif m. the highest and fergest sease, which accotdiag to 
Dr. Ryersoh) pervade the text* books «Mod in hia5eh«K>l6« 
. t return aow to the charge prtikrted against iheby the 
ChieC Superintendent of Education, vis : my stating that to, the 
ConMsoa ^ehool sTstem Christtanttif' was not vecogoised, that 
Ae sdioOls wdte Godless and bifidielt and th&K Dr. R>e3rson 
vna^ ensploying every means to injuiie and desltey the Komaa ' 
CatfaiofoOfailrohi In answer to the abo-ve, I will siay tivai i 
ptead gailty to e^VMv one of these charges. With tlie pre* 
sinned penaissioii of His KeTerenee, ) repeal iagaiilh ^^^i I 
httrs' dlre^y Stated on a foriider occasion, on the same sub* 
jeet. The Qoini)ic»i Stat^ Schools, boilt with: OatUoic aa- 
weH ssiPArteetant money^ are bouses of edooatlon from wkioh 
Relrgion bbianished, wheve the elemenis of CbriAiabity ean* 
not bejnpultated' to tiie xi^^g yeatH whens the ohild of 
Christian pai%bt» iniisl be taught praetiieally tha^ail'i^li^bua 
ayidems arebquaUy pleadng, or rlither equally indiflkmt> in 
the skbkof Gbdy fafe he a Miever in the immutable decreeia 
of sterol ^lispiobafion, ^r a follower of the impostor J^oe 
SMnitk Om;Commop 9efaboi System is but an importalsoa 
ftom Yaiik^e Lmdr where ii has already broiight forth ita 
litter fruits^ Deism, trreligton, infidelity, Know-Notbtagtsmv 
Netr, what do our Republican neighbors think of their ooce 
boasted Comsaoft School System 7 In looking over v«>rious 
statistics, and reijorts of Prison inspectors 091 the other aida 
of the line, we are lErtrock at the unanimous opinion we meet 
^ith, that Godless eikication« that is, menial training, apart 
from jnoraland religions instruction, and' an increase berime 
ore Goi-aisting &ctk In New York City, where ComitKm 
School education, aaxt ito Massachusetts, has obtained its 
{greatest perfection. Justice ConoHy, who last year sat upon 
dm Ataihe Criminal Bench, reported ^t for the nine months 

Ceeoading GkeUaber 1st, he had hmiself diaposed of nine 
Aisaiui lmre9 Aundifed OMifofty-t^^ ca$e$^ op an average of 
CoBlv . bases datty, excepting Stmiiay s. The Prison > in^peotore^ 
' &ew> Jpfpe^ illpde'Iast Jfiiuary, 1856, the follovUng Res 



port toilve State iiegiMolurrt ^We vegnBt tfy^bav^to mey 
%hftt wc areof opinioAthat the violalion of law by the eon- 
mlflsioo of ctime is largely on *the inemse in our State, and 
as a BatUrai conseqnened ourpenilaotiary is fatl to overflow- 
ukg.'' It OHist be reooembefed that no State in the Union has 
Ikiade: greater efforts for the diAision of GomMoa School edi 
Moatkm than in New Jersey. 

* in a meeting held' last year 4n tiiectty of timvr York, and 

GOtntpoBed of I'rolesBors'of coii^i^s, Professor Gireenleaf said 

he knew of thhteen'yoiaig men who cahie from one school^ 

and efvery^one of them baud mshed headlong into destruetion* 

The sasae speaker said thait mieef the teachers bad made to 

Inai the foUpviing deehration: ''Itbiak I miist change my 

system of txmehnig r i think I ought to give a little niore tnor- 

aLinslMction^iiiMs alfisedy lioo of niff tck^lurB hnte hten hung 

far murcktf?' EdsKtation baa been made a matter of State 

policy.in Prtmia, and every child is, by the* compulsion of thei 

6oviernrfiettt^ sent to school, and yet we' are 'told that crin^is 

ihfeeresiKng thenentrm fiightfol ratei T*be criminal returns of 

Gre»t BaitaiB and hriamd^ for the last lw4»ity years^ demon-* 

fltrate that the educated ersmiaals are to the' u'nednoated as 

two to one. In Seothnd the educated crtmihials* are about 

foor-times the uneducated* Nay, what is sfill more remark-* 

•hfo, while the mmfiaber of unedueated orififtnals, especially 

te Sbatland, is yeai^y^dittiiiiishing, that of <6dtrcated on^is 

yeoiliy^ iabrewiig. I gather the abote- fUfcts fr6th a little 

pamphldt puUishsd by a Protestant Ct<srg)rman, styled, 

^Does the Common School system ^f the United States'pre^ 

vent Crime i^ I regret that ihelength^f this letter prevents 

me 'frorik laying beiore the poUic more than the foflowing 

extracts i ** While the tHtelleot is- so sharptoed and inform-* 

ed, (in the Ckimmon Schools) fbe moral ' powers are st^flh^ed 

tOL^slumber and dwarf. The niultitcKles who have left school, 

so ready in figures, so skillful with the pen, t6 well Instracted 

in the anatomy of their own b(>di*es and the' mechanism of a 

steam: esigise, go forth Into the would ignoi«ant even of'the 

ten 'commandments and the Lord's Prayer, wi4!h an unmform- 

ed imd siambering conscience, with impure and enlarged, 

bat angovemed' detfires^,' ^ 

. It wifl not do^ as Dp. Byet^^wi'does, to ftsseW: ttiat 6tf ih^ 
Slate' or^ State Scho^lism devolves the duty oi forming th^ 
.oUldb ftiind, reiierving ^ the parent and pastor the stij^rem^ 
eoDlvolaB toi itg Mli^one instpae^iii Id aasv^er tothiEhfrilvi'^ 

f3 



itoits but mpacions frb|eo^6», my authority goM ob- sayingf 
^ If we could bat be assured that tiie mnititadeB oSf th^ 
yoitng were Tece&TOig a moral trainings any where odtsider 
of the school room, at home^ or at Ohnrch, it would 0ome«c 
what extenuate the enormity which is now perpetrated. 
Bat the lamentable fact is, that jioehgixik9 of the nomes of 
the land are irreligious, ^De-jtriAi of the parents of America 
do not even attend any place of pnUic worship^ and are 
therefore, of conrae nnaualified to give a moral bent and re« 
ligions instmctton to tneir offspring." ^^ Ought not,*" adds 
the same authority, ^^ this charming host^ who are bo ud^ 
provided for, both at home, and at church, in th^ daHy 
school instruction be made to leeeive some adequate morid 
and religious training } But the popular. Oommon Sc1m)o1 
9]rstem provides only foi^ the ^ommnnication of seenlar 
knowledge. Now is it to be beUered that such a system 
tends to Sie glcHT of God, to the security of human life and 
property, or to tne prevention c£ crime in general V FiKmv 
Ihe above fearful facts and many others which I am compelled 
tomnit, the Protestant writer of the pamphlet above named 
concludes by saying) ^' Yet 1^ us not be misunderstood: Wm 
have not affirmed that education causes crime. We merely 
affirm thi^ the two are corcxisting facts ; and that the system 
of Common School education is attended with an incnease 
cf crime, because it is the education of only one. side of 
human nature, and that not the controlling side; Man^s 
moral a^d retigioas nature constitutes this other and better 
but undeveloped baliL'' Such is the ground on whidi we 
also ohgleot to the Common School System. Dr. Breraon^a 
Schools are indentical with the Godless Schods, on tne other 
side of the line, where they have produced the most lam«at« 
able results. The Chief Superint^ident himsdf has.eon^ 
fessed that they were formed on the plan of tiie : ceiefarateik 
litassachusetts Schools. 

Let us see what title they have U> our gratitude in Toronto; 
what they have accoqriplished ; their present condition and 
future prospect. What are pur Common Ncbools doing in 
this City .? I beg to lay before the pubUc the following ex«» 
tract from a Protestant Correspondent of the Cathoiic Ciiizen 
in a series of letters addressed by him to the Hon. John A. 
Macdonald. The last letter shows that the number of <^Hd» 
ten of school age, in the ci4y, (Toronto) is 8,§8i. And by 
Mr. Barii)«r's H^port for iSMi» the aramge aUendsusM in jdl 
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the city iftee tekools^ wa» 1^570. The iact i» officitllv' reo<n4^ 
ed that in -a population of 8^884 children of school age, only 
1*570 is the average- daily attendance. Let ue turn to the 
cost of supporting schools for the daily instruction of ]»570 
children. The whole cost for the year 1855, including teach* 
ers* salaries, maps and apparatus, rents and repairs of school 
houses, school books, stationary, fuel and other expenses, in^ 
otuding also the interest at 6 per cent, is put down at £7fi9t 
I2s« lOd. The cost, then, eays the correspondent, of a dsuly 
attefldance of 1 ,570 children in the Free Conmion Schools of 
Torofitats, £4 10s. 4d per head, for the year 1855. Thus, 
fbr the edaoation of Dr. Ryerson's pupils (who seldom fail to 
itisalt a priest, avhen they have an opportunity) the city of 
Toronto has to pay ** four pounds ten shillings and four pence'' 
per head. 1 have said enough, I trust, to convince every sen* 
sible man that the whole machinery of the Chief Superinlen« 
dmut of Education, Cummon Schools and i^blic Librariee, 
are a humbug or grand imposition. 

1. If with this enormous Qmount of money expended in sap-' 
porting what I will not hesitate to call a gigantic imposit^n^ 
profitable only to those immediately engaged in its manage-: 
ment, some desirable results could be obtained, our citisens 
noiiht, perhaps, submit in silence to this obnoxious burden, fiut,^ 
let me ask, what are thefrtntsof our boasted School machinery? 
Has education^ «fter the Ryerson fashion, prevented crime f' 
The statistics recently published show that in a city number- 
ing' according to the last census, 42^000 souh, the number of~ 
arrests made by the police during the past year, amount to 
ij2Mi against 3,295 in 1855. His Honor Judge Hagertv^ in 
his late bharge to tl:e Grand Jury at the opining of the 
Toronto City Assizes, was struck at the alarming number of 
juvenile offenders, and remarked : ^ We may naturally ask 
iv&w such a <»*op of young criminois can arise in this land,^ 
'boasting as it does a widely extended system of Free Schools^ 
supported by muniiicent assessments on the whole property 
of this country. I fear the educational statistics of this city 
can too readily afford an answer.** Again, let me ask, does 
not this unpleasant and unwholesome state of sK>ciety, con-* 
vince every sensible man, that here, as in the ^neighbouring 
Repi:^lic, modem education divorced from religion^ and ait 
increase of crime^ are ca-exitting facie f ' 

In presence of the above alartiiing facts, it becomes the 
dtti^ of «my'mant ev^ christian and*ciliaen, to~«xamine 



h«$. : Qi\ tiiip ^ubj^t tb^ following 9ci»ihl!& remasfca:: . :'' i& tb«* 
preseoi acbpoi syaiem. haft bfrnm tried And fot^id wmting* Lei 
us not wa$^e timer that iis i^i9si:preci0i«0t io tryiBjerit a^aVa* 
Let ua &!(i>:1; be fiighi<{b^ by the^ory oi sectartitnism fmsQ 
ctoiiag oqr duty ip, tte^ fiaipg 9^nara4i0»v That ai^ai^tiimg 
shoiuld be doi^ ibf them whQ^t d^lay* cannot be doiibled by 
axhy. one wbp Jbno^ra mytkmfi^ of tbe.yiautb of tUs nii^t moiW 
aod wall; edwpatftd city." Next foUowa a gi^<ihny . pi.ctiMt© 
drawn by thi» earnest apd honfftt; oitiseot of tbo alaitiiiiD^ 
qondition.of th^ youth ia ih^ oi^y ^ T^owl^. That aoioe* 
thin^ should be done for the ming . geftemtion ia jm U^ibg^r 
doubted ; that the pveaent ^ebooJ ayalem daftn»t» wHlj not 
i-^scue it from the frightful abyaa H ia rashing; luto^aaam^t b^ 
qu^atioQedi. except by ithoae Mrhoso peQiidiwry interest it doaoly' 
cofmeeted with the gt^and innpo«t«ire« WbattkelaaiMmld.be 
dene foir that luteifeMiiig portion ^ ew <:wmmw»\yl Wi«A 
should all true christians do for t^e noMe:ca«fle-Qf eduoalioftl 
If I may be pesrmited.toes^prew my bumble opinion, 1 will 
attempt to give asoliition tothisfKHrplexiogprobleiak./ l#el«uir 
return ta the coMrse poiatisd oul by.veoeirable atniquilyv and 
tkd experience of all agea. Let^ ua listeiir-to the voice ef 
wisdom and patriotiam. WaafaiiM^Qa'a dyti^ iojiincliim. wai^ 
** Nie:ver allow educ^iw^ be dLv4>ireodiirom:iieiigiQn/'* The 
i^paratiqn of relig|ioji jEromisifK^lfar'iQstrvcitieQi aa^ya thi9iaatho£ 
of the pamphlet already c^d, is altogetlieF a aoyel proeeedt 
ing.1 TUa diyorcemant of religion^ fwom educatiM^ waa lSfl^ 
knowji to' our fathers. 
'^ Since both reaspoi andi e^perianoe: tjaaah^ that ^reUsion and. 
secular education plight aiwaya to go haiadan luandi the- quaa* 
fion arises* how shall this be aceomfilished 7 We are* lining 
in a C0mmam.ty diyided into vaifiooa and large rciligious bodies* 
Cathplics^ rpemb«rao4' the the churdii of £nglaad, oMatbodii^i 
Fi^esbyteriAns^ Baptiatar Chtiiattanst of every noma. Wbcn^ 
childdrei)^ ^f ti^^c^se oumenwa ohriilian dewoaittationt are as* 
senibled, together to receive ifistfuqtioQ, ahall a oalMic paiest 
preheat himaalf to teaeh b^ G»teohism»? Shall, a miniateir of 
the Church of England undertake the task? Shall a Jlifstboi" 
diat preacbeir, oi9er hia.servicea? Or* shall a. Freabytenaa' 
minister be pre^rred ? AM these, various retigtouaisleteimi* 
nations have their consei^tiaus co.nvictie»s which caQiuit.faei 
Ir^ed with : ' they^ hftf e* their creed mhicti meat im neapeoltd. 
Wbfit;:aba]i .Wi» d^t h^ mn& ad9fil thaiicbemwii^ I 
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htkV^ propdtod fc^ Pidrfic hibnliri^ Let eveiy r^ioas "" 
denomtnation hmmd .UsonKn achooL Let rieligij^a insd^uc*. 
tipD. aloDg yntk secvlaf knowledge, be disily giv^n tu the. 
aaxious youth; Let the Government extead to all denQmina- 
iBQDsits^ pBrental patronnge, and bestow oo all .a^ allowance 
proportionate to .the. daily atlendance. . Then, and then only 
sbttli peace and baraiony reign again, in our community } 
then only, shaH wet have a. moral youths a promi^i^g genera^ 
tien* I hope Dr. liyexeon will now understaad wbyTobject 
to his GoBunon School Syeiee^. 

7..Ja Bpite of tho most convincing evidence^ Dr. Ryerson 
seeneis t» be determined never to relraee a wrong 9tep once 
taken, or retract an untruth however palpable^ I presume his 
Reiterence acts np to the. doctrine ascribed by him tp The 
LeddtTf but pot io practice by himaelQ "^ A lie pace told 
siMMiid be stuck to^" Without a blush, I fear, b& repept^ 
again that Biahopci Pow^ and MacdonneU did not entertain 
the same views, (m the subject of the Separate versus the/ 
Common Sqhooia. I laid before bim a letter from the Honor- 
ble John Elmaley of Toronto, in, which that gentleman stated 
most diatbetly that His Lordship Bishop rower did ''.him 
the honor to oonfide to his charge a large share in the work- 
ing of the 'Catholic Separate Schools, and that be was 
an energetic advocate and supporteii^ of Qatliolio. Separate 
Schools^ and most resolutely opposed to mixed." To this 
vrliat does Dr. Ryerson answer f Not one word. Of course 
it is easier to assert than to prove, more convenient to abuse 
than to refute a man. I am mistaken ; excuse me, reader. 
Beheld Dr. Ryerson's anstwer. ''After his decease. Bishop. 
Power was eulogized by me, (Dr. Ryerson) in a public and 
published address.'' A conclusive logic this, very much sd 

8. The Chief Superintendent of Education has asserted in 
bia first communication that the Roman Catholic children » 
who have been taught in the mixed schools, are as good 
Roman Catholics, as those who had been, or are taught in 
the Separate schools* Against his assertion I piotested most 
emphalicall^, and informed him at once, that we could easily 
affimi to gtve them up to him, since they are, as t% general 
rule, as Catholic and as Protestant as binnself* Whereupon, 
taking me up to. my word* the good Dpctor exclaims in an 
extacy ot.ioy: **I will pheerfuHy accept the charge, and 
treat this large class jof my feliow*citize)E^'With the sam^ 
MUBideralimL wad. aoUfiittt^ tluit I bftYiS always abpwn fo$ 
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their welfare as \ie\1 as for their rights.** 1 repeat ftgrnio t» 
Dr. Ryerson : he is welcome to theait he fimj hug tfaem to 
his bosom till doomsday. But I cannot allow, the foilowing. 
bold assertion Connected with the same subject to pass unno* 
ticed. ** Now," says his Reverence, "as the Separate schools 
are only recent and few and £air between in Upper Canada, ' 
it follows that nrneteen-twentieths, if not ninety-hnndreths, 
of the Roman Catholics who have received any edocation ia 
Upper Canada, have received it in the mixed schools*'' Allow 
me to say, dear Doctor, with all due respect to y«ar charao* 
ter, his Satanic majesty would blush at such paipaUe fiili^ 
hoods. If the Separate schools tit their present form are only 
recent, they have always dxist^d defcKiOj wb^Mver, a Catho* 
lie settlement warranted the establishment of one. ^ The 
Separate schools in those days were only tew mid far between 
in Upper Canada, because Catholics thcnttdves were few- 
and far between. Does not Dr. Ryerson hiansetf know in. tint- 
the very days^ of Bishop MacdonneH whom he represents as 
being in favor of (/ommon School Education, this saintly 
Prelate went all the way to England purposely to get Calho* 
lie Teachers, arid brought over four of them, and placed 
tiiem 'Where there was sufficient population to require tbttr 
services ? Does he not know that St^ Raphael, in Oleagary, 
Alexandria also in Gl^gary, St. Andrew in the eoanty of 
Stormont,' and Perth in the county of Lanark, had Oatmi^: 
teachers, Catholic Separate schools de facto, long before tkar 
present Separate School Act was thought of? Is he Btot 
aware that a Cath<^lic College for the higher branches of 
Plication, was established at St. Raphaels, by the same 
venerable bishop, Dr. Maedonnelt, so favorable to cooomon 
education, if wc are to give credit to the Chief Superintenb- 
dent of Common Schools in Upper Canada? Nineteen- 
hundreths of the Eoman Catholics, says Ryeraoa, Who have 
received any education in Upper Canada, hare received il 
in the mixed schools. An angel would shed tears atsa^ a 
shameful perversion of truth, and utter absence of candor. 
Let me, in turn, ask Dr. Ryerson, how long is it since the 
present Common school system has existed? How could 
Catholics be educated in schools which had.no existence at 
tile time ? T^ere were indeed, in those early dBjfl^ Publio 
schools to which th^ youth of the vicinity resorted ; bmi 
infidel Ryei*son schools they were not. When will the U^t 
ef common sense dtine apbn the Doctox's obtuse nsiad Mil 
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ip^e liim to tmderstaii^ tkat I am wMJaog ct Jm^mn C(A^ 

toon school BjBtem,' his awn go^iess sad infidel' fichool^ 

where Ohriiriianity is practically i^ored; ia aMpr^rd, Us 

State schools^ but a few years sii»pe impcarted into, our jnidai; 

from Yankee land, the land of Xnaw-IiothiBgiBiii.!^ I Hope, 

if the Doctor is not too far adraiieed in years, he will set 

bilsiself to work and study the history oriiisowxi native 

.land, and dwdl- particularly on dates and fads connected 

• with eduoatioit 1 feel great delicacy, a/iv«0^ on «irifi«#»^^ 

'a new f<nti&h demerU^ in beii^ obiigea to teach Caaadiaii 

-History to the great native of Canada, I>r. Hyerson, Ghiof 

Soperilitendent of Edneatiob. 

^ 9. With tii^theory of Dr. Byerson, viz : that tothe State 
sod not to the parent the child belongs,. I have noitMng to 
rdo; nor; Z believe, any sensible man in Canada, ^he qnes- 
tion- having long be^i settied by the greatest geniuses, tiie 
-mostprliiaund philoscmhers and s^iiiesmen of Europe, parti- 
cularly' of France, it ill becomes a village doctor, but y estei^ 
clay a shouting inethodist preacher, to set up his theory in 
opposition to the wisdom and learning of the rest of the 
world. I will merely remind him agam that we are liviixg 
in a christian country, . not among the pagan Spartans from 
whom h^ has borrowed his senseless scheme fit only for the 
-inhabitants of the moon: We, poor benighted Catholics 
' have> been taught that- on parents devolves &6 dtlt^ of edu- 
eatingr as well as feedin^« and clothing the chil^L The 
State will' have Mifficiently done its part, by enabling the 
pai'ent to procure for his child such an emication as hm 
deems proper. : v 

Before I conclude this alreadv too long letter, I beglK> 
submit to the public whether the course pursued by Dr. 
Rjerson towards Bishop De Charbonnell, now absent from 
this country, and myself personally, is calculated to ^ito 
htm much credit. 1 have raised my voice iii the name'ef 
the whole Catholic body to protest a^aihts the injustice per^ 

Setrated by the Chief Superintendent of /Education in 
eniiuiding the. application of the Clergy Beseri^e Fnnd^, 
solely for the use of his own Schools and.LibraiieB, from 
which a large portion o£ this community, can derive no 
advantaee at all. Instead of answering me ih/a &,ir ahd 
impartisu discussion, or what would have been moa'c pru- 
'd#nt,' for him, ixistead of remaining silent, he chooses to 
. faiomd iBfiwith the opprobrious appellation ten: times repeat 



sown tfiiepaiBte Bcboofe, ; baiiipehQd 'fliB invO^ mb 'ivitik iMiUw 

iMnrictionft ahA iHiberal ^evimons. "Mftnen I ^rvolrcHidtxikit^ 

(Bgaiiift Ub revviDtede, ^ 4h<b <ime >^iit he!is mtttetttptin^ 

to dartEO^Miem bjr^vinff to hk Sdlocdtan onrvrwlielimii^ 

mpenotniy onrcir aiir'<ywa£^kratb'8didulBy I «m met with a 

^oig dfficnasion oh'tiie rigktof tbe Stsie to ednoMielte chHid, 

i^IbweS iridi Ifie Tunal HiskMtet cf ribftldJrj jdbottt ^^^bn^^tbt- 

#kHm '^^j^ifS0^n[XrM^9>Mmtf/a<^^^ to-order. 'When I *gnre my 

InsiMnfi wbr ii^etiiinQot attdiltr dur diiMii0B to go to Dr. Byito- 

son's schools, I am treated to a iebtBre<m Idie ^^letlifeDi^imfl 

^idnl&Yeiaidnt CKf the honmn iMnd diiiring'tfae iDAax Aoitt.'^' 

Wibea I pitFV^Ito him tttat alkhbet ctteH- fao^ lii hfslibr^es 

^cemtaiiis dooiariiieB or fiicts hMtile to^Oitbolics^ \rho^ 'came- 

flraent^ cannot derive any behefit .from tiveni^ ithe ^iief 

'BiipeiiHiiencUiit of ^vtion acouaes ine ^ awHmg ^a coMrd- 

imff or^4eHp6f^ihg eo^y mmi 'and &l>€ry ina^utiafi m ths 

ilkmd. /Waien ; I ibi^patiate i& thp name of IvdOO^dOO Galbo- 

Ifos. en the &jttstioe of laying his iranacioinB handyim .the 

CBei^ Beseri^e Fund, and thtift 'deprinm them of their joat 

^ iEd»i>e of the eomzooiiipropeartjr, 1 am aannptly txM by his 

Tbdreteid€» ; hush I yon ate a fereig^r. I ap^peisiliaa jqpt 

and iiB|>airdal public, &f^ CfithoiioB boond to snffisr ithtai- 

-aelres to bb rdhbed by I)r. ByersoBy idtfaoiat tbs:poii«eFf«f 

vtSeridg a vmtd of cdm^aint^ oJ^eXBf%imiifttim 

Ik itilat; is it £asir to piaee into the hanSi of. ajfiiethodiit 

qpreacrier' the immense seBoiirces v^rested frrasi the Cborch 

of Engknd by an act of the Provincial ParliameBt} Will 

the IxJbnch Cbfwd&ns, alto a Tiew 'fai^ei^ derk^ i^ 

ikuKbky^ thank Ik*. Byeffsonifcir the cmprobriottS'epithetS'ao 

recklesisly flno^ in thw ^&c^ } Will 'tn^ sympathuBe wilh 

him ^beu he ^urs hifl vial of ri<ficale upon their Ghlef 

Paatom abd Priests? What will the Oovenkmeot eaQr 

when they see their Official and virvant^ e^tfejhdthe'rigiit 

fiasd of friendship to the Orgain of the Clear: OritB^ ^ 

perpetoal rei^Ser of the preaent AdnUnistnifiioiKt On tiie 

otihierfaand, whal estimafo must the Clear Giiis fonh 'df the 

€hief Stiperintendent, a man to^ay a Tory^ to-morrow 'a 

iBieformer, but ever ready to eeU himitelf to whoma^ervear.is 

wiUiBg to pay him well! 

hi eobcmsiatai, I will say: \^ere I as sensitiTe as tey 
EBtagoant, I Biigbt coimplain «f Ab nnfiur tnUtmmt Stsioet 



ifeith at the hands of a certain portion of the press^ which 
comments iipob iriy lett^ Witnodt publishing^ them, or 

Sub&hes Dr. Ryerson's personal diatribes, without allowing 
iej)uhlic to see the other side of the question, 
tfoping that the public wilt bear with me, and ju3^ 
t>etween tne r^rpetual assailaitt of Catholics and myself, 1 
submit the above rejoinder to their sense of justice and 
feurtplay, subscribing n^yseff, 

Tk&r most obedient servant, 

J. It. BRtJYEREL ' 

Tdrotito, ^anttary 27th, 18S7. ^ 



DB. tEYtlRSO^^S tlElilAMS IN ilttlPLY TO T^E lt£V. S. & 

BRUYBRE'S THIRD LiTBEIL 



FOR THE LEADEIU 



Fmm the obligations of duty, I have read the Be^v* J. Ul^ 
Bruyore's tiiird lietter, of upwards of font ^jlosely printe4 
joohuiHis in this day's Z^c2er ; but from the same obUgatioas 
1 shall occupy only four short paragraphs in reply. 

1. In support of the foiff principal issues whic&i Mi^, 
Bruyere had raised in his first letter against the school sys- 
%6bi'^nd itisf adttiiiimtratibi^, l0e adduces ttc>t a sliij^le fadt or 
ttni^r^V, or eltfuse <)f -a law, but ve^p^ats a^ertions, mtllt^- 
'^es epithets ttn^ 'm^NSodies to the extent of icdtumtis. lib 
ifeasdns, o^r rather apofitroj^iizes. -throughout iti a cirde— ^thb 
'l)ha¥a<itert9tic"Style of his^K^hooI on all theoiogital and ^fheir 
««^6ns ; and l^e ^v&n of Ms a^gmueiit ^^tbat Mr. Brny€(t^ 
m many f (««ift8 of speech, asserts to be time in Jfettu^ary, 
^h«t Mr. ftrtiyere haa. in as M^y forms asserted to he tttte 
ih Deeettiber. TiriiB is all the streiogth s^JF ihe chargies and 
•ttrguttientation M the mew fordgn^^nd ecdegkstical eleinesrt 
«^isdt oiit< %chooto and i^el!»]K)l ^ysfem. 

2. The teit-books -in the <5omm<>n ischooJs to Whieh Mi. 
Bmyere'iSifty& he ol^tsjhai^e heeti prepated by -Ae l^tion^l 

■ ' Boated of Education ih Ireland, ^vA Sanctioned aliike by the 
Koman Catholic and Protestant adthori^lss, and Members 4i 
• that Board. So that Mr. Bruyere speaks without — ^and even 
agiainst— aiithority from his own church, as well as against 
truth and reason. The Common schools ^as they existed in 
the days of Bishops Hacdonnell and Power, were less stric 

g2 
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in regard to the character, morals and qnalifications of 
Teachers, and non-sectarian' text-books^ ana the discipline 
and conduct of pupils, than they are at the present time. 
The paasage^ which Mr. Bruyere has been able to cull from 
pKo books' in the Jjibrary Depository, relating to occurrences 
in- the Roman Catholic Chnrcn in past ages, are little in com- 
parison of what may be found in many of tie Library books 
in regard to almost every persuasion of Protestants, and are ^ 
as nothing in comparison of what may be found in the 
Catholic, fiistories from the same Depository in regard to 
tlie fathers of the Protestant Beformatiouy Protestanisni 
generally, and every class of Protestants, Mr. Bruyere*8 
renewed assertions m regard to Bishop Power, are not of 
.tile Islightest weight when placed beside the facts. of Bisherp 
Powers position and proceedings in regard to our school 
system wniio he lived. 

^ 3. On the theory of the duties of the state, or of .society 
•at large, to each cf its members — especially of its helpless 
and unprotected members — ^I have but given expession to 
-what will be found in every standard writer on political 
economy or civil government on the Continent of Europe, 
as well as Great Britain and America. \ 

4 In conclusion, I have only noticed Mr/Bruyere. be- 

.cause of the position he occupief ; and when one thinks 

that empty assertions, , despotic assumptions, and vulgar 

personahties which hiss through the many columns of nb 

production, constitute th^. whole strength in argament ot the 

only organized ecciesiastieai opposition (formed by this new 

,foreign element in a section of one religious persuasion) 

againsft our School system, we ma]^ well be satisiSed of its 

soundness and integrity; and With increa^ confidence 

. and. energy, may thp public pursue its onward course in 

building up, maturing and extending a system which has 

been devised aid established und^r. the auspices of all 

partis in successive Administrations and Parliaments, acfd 

sustained by the people at large with uqparalleled liberality, 

unanimity and patriotisnu 

E. ETERSOfr. 

January 30, 1857. 
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RET. J. M. BftFYERE^ YALfiDICTORY ADiDBfSS TO DB. 

EYEHSON; 

' TO THE CONDUtiTORS OS' TBI: FItXSS IK CANADA. 

I wa« absent ffom home for a diort time. Oo my retom. Dr. Byer* 
«m's remarics ib veply to my third letter^ .li^re placed iiitamy- haiidf; 
Ab I read them^ metfaongfat I heard the dying nre of a retre^ling ea*- 
emy. The good Doctor's poiwder is eyidently ejdiavsted. Bb hf^ left 
the field of Mittle and decamped to parts anknown. y 

^ 1. The Chief Bopenntenclent of Edncation is pleased to re-assert 
that ^ in snppoit 9i the four principal issues, which I had raised in my 
fiat latter a^MBSfe the. School- System and its admintitratioay I adduce 
not ai»inele &ct or anthcuity, or clause of a law> biat repeat assertion^ 
etc., etc.'' * In answer to this puerile assertion, I will merely sav — ^if 
the loTB of truth and hcmesty has lost all power upon the callous neart 
ei my reckless opponenty I can hot ex{»ess my suiprise that self-resr 
peet, at least, aim a rsmiid for his high ; station, lUMie net suctoeeded in 
making him moie gaaided and oautiotts in-his words. I leave it to the 
public who have lead my second Reioinder of the 30th uU.> to judge 
whether I have merely assorted or proved the question at isfue. 

2. In vindieatioQ-of th^objectionable character of the tett-books Used 
in the Common. Schools in Upp^ Canada, the Chief Superintendent of 
Educatiou statisay that tiiey '* have been prepared by the National Board 
of £dQoation in Ireland, sanctioned alike by Roman Cathplic and Pro-i 
testant aulherilias and m^mbeia ef that Beiud." 1 am sorry to: say, .Dn 
Ryoson is too fieeqnentlry moi^ uii£;>rtuaate in- the . seleetion of his 
pmofa. Were hds Dooiocship in the lea^t conversant with what is gor 
ing en in the Catholic world, he would have read lately a ps^toraldf 
His Grtuee, the Most Rev; Dr. Cnlles, Archbishop of Dublin, Primato 
of IveWd and Delegate of the Pope in that country, in wUch^ the 

~0hpie^ scheme of Common National Schools is most ' emphatically der 
floonced and warned against, as frsu^t with the most serioas daageis 
$Q the /aith and,)]iomls of Cathdio youth. Alluding to the Queen's Coir 
k^es established in Ireland for the teaching of th^ hiffher bnnches of 
edncatlon, JBis Grace says: ^'Ceptuied by the Holy See, and repudiar 
ted by the Irish hieraicny, the Queen^s Colleges will never take roOt^ 
nor permiiiidatly .flourish in this ' Catholic 'COiifitry. • PpiuuM on. the 
fvinpiple of indiifereniispi to^reli^pon, and-plaoin^ religicKfis do<^iMS^ 
4rue and falsOt on the. same footm^ of ewdi^' V^'^f- will never gain 
the confidence of the people of Ire&nd, who believe that; there is but 
one faith, as there is but one baptism and (Hia^God." 
• Phssing to the examination of the books compiled for the special une 
of the Common NatiiHiai Schooled the CathoMe Archbiid)i^'-of Dublin 
iMids: — ^^The new beoks w^ie toiXKitain no special :46etrine<^GadiOT 
Iicity> and not even to mention the Qfime of Catholiq. Indeed, this plaa 
has been carried so accurately into effect, that a pupil might perhaps^ 
read all the historical treatises of the National Board, without learning 
that the^ ever existed such a body as the Holy Catl¥>lic Chumh, or such 
an. Institution as that of the Roman Pontificate^ which ha« spread the 
blessings of true religion and civilization over a great part. of the §[lobe. 
Nay more, in these books, the history of our country aod chureh is air 

maet totally iguoredy and it is tQ be observed tha^^whiliH lA^^l extiaol# 



«0t 

ibrtn in the enthusiastic language of'tkeir writers,^ we find in them very 
little to exc^ 9f^tifiia,fv. our awi^ d^tu; cQimft|', Ifld^^ all these 
books bear on them the mark of the Protestant Dignitary now enjojring 
Ae Se^ of DubiHi^ wh& could= nefr eeRi«iQiii(fat& lb tlwmiHijNtf tiui«mr* 
is'and Q^1h» Mih' ^ Iti&hsiid. Fi^)Uoatio|i« so de(wid o^evegrt Utokf 
ctearr t& yi» keart of ew> pe^mle, sboiild^ ^ve way to wo«k»:ofi a. difiareiit 
lillaiaoter !^' ^^net oeme Bis <j4rae»%'¥iewsj0ii the^natiBTO; »iid tendwfe)* 
cy of Common Edueation. On tl^ sub^ec^ty iorbhbirisop: Cutien saywi 
'i^'^'Daiigers may have avisen-er not for the- puHf bat tM 83Wtainf^of'^ita 
nfdkae, is liable tb cause Hiem, and iq^pfo^resaoittmttwilit ^^Mise tbABU 
The^mixtuffe of ¥Meslaiit> Bre^yteni^n and CathoKo* tichpiiiy eannot 
•ot benefibiali^ on tike mind ef ehildraMy wha am-gmdad reff' much 
by^ lii& egiam^&of'tUose- wtio preside ^w tkera> andiaiei. too jceady. to 
embraoe^eir op^iopis. 1^^ mbdtaii&W Qi$Aotic and FioteslaBt>^pi^ 
must exeieise aii egril iiijStieBO»on tbeip isligMmapwinimBiMM «idvyae«> 
fibee; F^rost iMuM ednoo^n w»oan expect Batkiiie bilt evik W| 
aheuld not aequiese^ ist it or eneeiaaM itiV Doslor ' naraMn-iii^ Im% 
aUdifeveot times^ taken> uipMi< hlnas^'to ]iM|lve> His lioidsyp Biahojn 
De Charbcnmel, £^ ten^dhig tbe^ CaHMioe of bia dswese of llwtt 
dutteft and' Tights as^idlseM' and> C ?a t h *tt e .>) wili be. caqpiiMd' whisA-jie 
readv^ tilel ll^*#ing« passage- In* S^ Ch}l}8ii'a>BMIoia£:«.^i<r lU inflii* 
enee of the great Clatholio: populatioft el tnihoid skoiiM be exeneiBed 
n)^ asserting tibeipiig^ts^ aujf eve» imp ^eotorfisfaoiild use theii> vetee 
ft> re/dmr nl0ft tot ]^flia3aMnt deteimaed^ aaAablar ^mspfoitt uriiitwid 
tMkieatiSBftth€iithoUc> ehildnen) and fteedKMp of ^dndatiori Aron^ Sl^ 
tM»tt«l ftr^ a^.'^ fn^ elosine tbes» q^BOMionsi i wiU adc^ t e^ 
tie. vital' subject of dat^lio fiklocaDion, Cathsliea. the woiiiti^ et^H^ 
Wi^amoi Fastoraand^fiockjt ail hM ^' eame* vito«is<^ac»attt]mi|ed- by 
^ siHM fe^ings. The: sMo¥e pvneiples, as bu(di dbwa* by Aw&bi*^ 
hep Cullen, «t»^ b«k' the' expfesiiiofi^^ flie. vdiole. ^atbohe €kaxoh> kt 
Snglted^ Mland> tb&UhUeGtStatesy Cana^ia^a word) emw the w^el» 
iaod of tbe* &k>bei V a^Mbi- beg fte- pabHc' ¥> jud^ w^itker I hA^ 

yMai^af^ainBttimt^mid' rmnfin^ ae'Dr< BydFs<^ is |^eaa«S toaasetfl ia 
Uc^ lai^fcply^ . ^ 

^ 8. Oskt&e' theory efitii^ fightor^dvty of the> State er-^tbe parMil^ 
eenoenubg tile ed>U€^(lkft «f the ol^td^ I| wiU net diN^any k>Bg«tt^ ejir 
4ki$ la sO'ftir lu- Dr. BhFeiijjm's atseilidn sees. HIb' BeveieMw deea 
iMrt hiesilatoilb^mlom thepubli^tiiat<^h& 

what will be found in ^ypAy standufd Wnt»r on polftioal ecenomy et 
<biVil0OVQRiBient>' (Mttlle €iDntife^te^ ScMPope^ as #eil a»6lt^M; Br&in 
and Ameriitaw^' i y&y^M)^te(i^' veiftibdgd ^ €%4ef SMeKBtendcfl^ 
t^ Edu0alio& li^t his[ limg gpne-1^ theoiy^6fliicerAi!iig^the>i%I^ 
<Sl8te oW the'okild, was finpeiled fioiB Piigto fiaeiBdSt&ett, aad oi^nse^ 
^«»bly UQdt» ft>MJ^ duistiftn O^roBtty. l!^ l»^w^iver, my teaHiedl aatage^ 
:i|ist petafists ki Aseeiti&ff Hiat he knows c^ ne odier theory en th» siib« 
jboty^that ki alPhisteaoingof WotIes on petitlisa) eebnomy or ei>r^ fa4* 
^mment^. h<» has iMter tfieil any e^MN»> I beg leaycf to sayV wiih< thA 
^Isepidsl sofiow> Dfi l^erson^e aequalntanoe wiAt iiteMcbid w^ks beu^ 
^eii t^ si^jeetof pdu^oalec^diByie ve^ l^^.midiednfiQed-witt^ 
m^mrf'timncm iaiigeol poijlk^sei^fieiek ^ ^idsAeeilld^llii^ l^eiq^»e<^ 
from one who assume the pretentious tit)#of Doetor. If such be your 



tend yottk tm^pg laefMtiidi th|ir:MaQttfixtt*i>aok« Omo. aaofte nt^hkm 
tUMtMf^wodia^ which luure, iMen-bampoaed: lljlho mfitei^^iiiac&of 
j^odbia tinesy tbA.j|ip«i pmiBuxid BhitoBopheii aiurinoMtcmuipim"^ 
amtdMiieii oitiigcCMfitiaBnfr o££ihop€u Amvf^ ma to iotnadaosi you-'tfik tlm 
wdflB» olr CDUBEjt De Baii«ld> Gbwit 'LolMwIm, HaJttMn, i^. h«tnlilB. 16^ 
0P wM'beniklitod Spaii% asid a. hfstoiothar; pnodnetlMUt «^oiiK dft}r|) 
^i^k wi]% Itnut^ oonttiknte to flntoii^. thitoa ttoiitod flplurm.ii£]niii]& 
litototir>aoqtiiJ»nuuito.. Baa<ib faui & ter. psi^efiif;. iRaa.'ivilb MoqL 1m amn 
^ineea ttiN^ fMiaccbiiiB|r.thiBoi3r^ vizi: %tilitii^ efailc^bBlqM td-thaStet^y 
kaartoatf'iipett beeabeJBplpdbd'andiicattetoa ta.iibm.v^a£' 
'■ 4^ IttliiMmQrIudiiig peMnpfa^ Dpw Ryflctqi^ atiii rapeiMto kia< inftitodi 
landiitioa of his Common S^hopl SptoHi vJuok k^jt^iiMWuytg w^jtm^ 

on^^'M^^Jm* As an illustralion of this wonderful %aMmimity arid 
patrtotiim, the Chief Superintendent of |^<^«||if>iK i^il^ll^^ 
that in the City of Toronto, out of a Protestant population of 29,550 souls 
the incredible number of l^fPTO- childievi is the ayerage daily attend- 
ance^ ii|^ thes^ ll^lfxi^ Schools^ H^ shpnld hajQ informed thf 





ilurenxdi&8ameo£^,'iH aPtetestant population of'S^wcl^MieR 
tfelknt 9^y ^^i^L yo^hsi o(i alt d»&omiaatioQs! (CiithoUcs.'exib^^) 
attend his Model Schools, at a yearj^ <l^<S(the y/||yi me^M^^Dig^of 
JS14}^ ^ ^^- , 9?^^f¥^ npWf dear reader, the conditibn ot our poor 
1)eni^ited^ Catholics with that of their more favored fellow christiana 
^th^ Protestant petsuasieii. Ill hpfimeC^&ypfl^mttfby'oUlof sCOtiih- 
^t^ popaladion. e£ iS^O: soul^ t^ aTerage dail^. attendaineiia oiui 
Q9$iuAic. Sufm^ SqhfdSi Ivq^ lait j^m*: hWk '^^. %)ta£ l^^i^lt 

W^siich chee^^ iibsnits ^* Af to thp lifoeraH^ wi^* ii^ic^^die X}6idmm 
Sbhi^l^ system 'is suppbvted, it cannot be debied. Let iher'tea^r r^ 
ooBeot' ^t fot the. edaoatioo. of Db. ^smufy. h&7b p:q^, the Cit^ 
of! ItotMitoL has. to pay onir. £^09^ 12s \U, wUjlsti Qstiitoca. %. ^ 
6dwatioaoC«4»eilfli^,clMJI4r^t Q^^eivi^ 1^ yjoiir, WM?Jj|dw& tfwwt 
City taxes a|)4,L9gist84^i^ g^^ 45«, "So 1;h^ nt^ef. i^j^^^ml 
<KV^ Ijii^«9t;fivg^ t^tijMf mpQDipamJple wtai^omst^ 

^enfioUafM School System, " An, Doctor ! alww me tQ 'say ; ^t it^ m« 
tire roare toy feeli&gs. ' This is the.'thirty-fifth ' time> if I recqUec* 
-^^fL, that these i^Iy ezpressioos' ue fiuag iifto niy> iaM. jleaft beai^ 
W no loBge)!^ I 60A$MS) itaow^ I an. a iWMgneo yoa^aie a natifee^ 
ikmAwf yoa «re 4n'th9.n9ht,. l.niMtbe in ttm wtoof. 

objecti^ble,--~b|p<?ausei V^ sjxprtesj. H.ijj repj^, oQcup^es^ 9n}f^ ijma 

IT woni of ni$ parting . addrpss contams a ^lac^entabl^ perv^^rsion of 
tm^. When will thw maddened enemy to CatnoKeity' learn lo telT 
the tcntib t DeBpa«rin« ot eVef^ odmttti&g a ' habit, whic^l^ I ifedu*) hia 
hw. Mtth^tBd froDL hkaadiwl j^th^i aMibiat toklMJaaoA 
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mBmue^ oyier. his obdurate hetat tbaa amaaents, &et8> &o<r&c*' 
. In coiioiuntuly I beg tooSei to the able aad . libesal. Eiiitor of 2%# 
I^adery'ihe ^amcere expcBfcdon of my heait^fek gzatitmde i^r :tbe veij. 
g;reat kindness and comtesy nith which he hasoondescended to open his. 
colanmB io'my. eommanicatioDSy snoh as they axe. I ho^pe my. distinr 
guished of^nent will IlD^Teiil8e to jetn vnat jne^ in the disenaige^ oi 
this impdretiTe dtirty towards oar oonmon fiiettd* - 1 wonhl.be wantiiig 
to myselfy ^werel to isiget the Ed^r of the €U^f whose delicate msioBfb^ 
<rf editoRal. propriety Stts praoBpted hka to cmunent open my lettecs 
withoatpnbashikg them* To all^ friends and ^oes^ in this di80us8io^t 
I taloe jmastiK in offeiiog the ejqpression of my best wishes for their 
prosperity/ abd beg losuraoribe myself, . > 

' llieirmost humble and obedient servant, 

J. M. BRUYERE- ' 
Toronto, February 4th, 1857. 



letter from the Sigi^t Sev^ Doctor J?i]UMmeaiilt, Bishop of iton- 
doii, C. W., to the Bev^ J. IL Bruyese^ on llie autjeol of the late 
Controversy^th Br. Byersoh. 

' London, C.W., Feb. 10, 186 Y. 

Bbv* afb Dbar SxitfT— Psnding your rec^t eontroyeisy. with the. 
Chief SupennteBdent of Edneation, for Ganiida West, wloeh I harOi 
read witn the greatest interest, 'I tlionght ptoperto -refiaia ima 
intruding npoB[ your vahieble time, in order to congrandate yon for 
your earliest and' able lidrocacy of Oadiolic edneaiioii. But now 
Siat it has come to an end, I hasten to offer you my warmiest thankfi 
ifXid sympathies; and, at the same time, I beg to avail myself of this 
opportunity, to suggest the propriety of: haying the whole correa- 
pondeneo — as it has i^peared in the Leader — ^gotup.in pf^spblai. 
fonn ; to which, if possible, might be added the very remaricable. 
letters Uddiressed by '^Aprdtestant," to the Hob. Attorney Genial 
McDonald, and latdy published in the' t)Sa<%o?tc Citizen, 

The l»Dr attempt of f£e Reverend OflScial, to represent you as 
the organ of but a contemptible foreign party — with which the bddy 
of GaUipHcs in Canada, has no common sympathy-^is altogether 
vnliBiir and:groiimdlesa; so much so, that I do not hesitate to i^y^ 
and I say it advisedly-^that.yoa hare nndoubfcedly .expressed t£e^: 
views of the entire Bieratt^y in Oaaadar-^miy, of the whole Gathoiie; 
C^rch. ' Any one aV all coiU'ersant with Gathdio unitjr, is aware 
lihat, on the subject of Catholic Education, as well as on any otb^- 
involving Catholic principles, pastors and flo^lcs are always one: 

Has not the principle of the godless Common School system been ' 
rspi^atedly declared dangerous to jaitk and morals^ by o|ir own'. 
ProvineifidjCoumlSy.by.the GouBeik.ol Ireland, more.ffpecially by< 
Ih^cdsi^ratoi CovBoil of Thn tl e a i» G omteaed and piaoded^iover bj 



the Sov^l^gn Pojitiff hnosaLf t Penee; it u ti^at the Ci^olic bodjr, 
whioh beUevet in the unerrioganlhoritj of theOburchin all questions 
appertaining to faith and ;m<>ralsy neyer will^Jj9^a^Se cqnscienc^i 
forhids ii^ approve and countenance this (^nmioa sciiool sjstdm, aa 
now imposed upon us in thia fiectii>n ^f ^q Provin<^. Jlre least, 
th^efoi!Oy that we can do, Bev; Iteat Sr, ia to, offer you our weti 
deserved thanks for the tiohle stand you h&ve taken, and ibo* yocur 
Tery ahle defenoe of Gatkolio edaeation, and ^is despite your 
nnusnaUy arduous oecupations during the protracted absence of yoiir 
venerable Ordinary^ x 

And here, I sinoerdy regret to be under the. painful necessity to 
express nay uttor. disapprobation of the unbecoming language 
used by the Chief Superintendent o£ {klucation, when qpeak- 
ing of my most honored Brother in the Episcopacy. Such 
flippant ex{Nfessions a» these — the Charbonnels ana Bruyeres^ a new 
forti^ elemetUy and others, — ^repeatedly brought forward, a# it were 
with a vengeance — ^imply a disregard of decorum which we certainly 
should not have expected from.,ai^,,^fficial of the Government^ much 
less from the Head of the JEducation OflSce. ' 

It is a painful duty for me to be con]|>elled to administer such a 
rebuke to a gentleman, whom I would fain honor for his high station, 
and would ^adiy euk^e — if I oould — for his impartiality, I can 
not but be. grateful to him for the courtesy he has shown to me, 
when on a recent « occasion — which he has alluded to in his first 
reply^— i consulted him*. about tiie Separate School Bill; but his 
rooiurtefty in private life, must not prevent me from censuring his 
o^cia/ misdemeanor. How a gentlemaii in his station^— evidently 
well lead — could have betrayed, in the above controver^, such 
igncarance of Catholic miatters, aijd'such a gross (fisregard of Catholic 
feelings, I am really at a loss to understand. But, be this as it may,, 
you have said enough to teach him, that, in the Churchy there is no 
foreign element, and that — ^in virtue of tie all powerfull unity of our 
Apostolic Faith— one spirit and one soul pervade the whole body, 
without distinction of native or foreign bom. Besides, nativism bad 
nothing to do with the question at issue, and is ratiier & Jbrei^ ele^ 
».>«n# itself when broliglLtf' repeatedly to be«r-^-^«8> « condniive 
argument^-^against the liberty of conscience, whicE is involved -m 
the present C^tnon Sohoel System. It strikes me that in a oeieny 
where thousandl^of foreigners are yearly ponring tqpon our 8k<Hfes-*^ 
to iJie great benefit of our young country-^ativism is rather oat of 
place, or at least too praoiatiffe for the time beh)g« At ail : events^ 
the native flag shouM not have been hcnsted by die Reverend Chief 
of Bdibeation, who naturally is expected tokeepaKiofftomallpolitkaL 
phitfomts^ Your adversary is not more ^rtnnaite, vn hk oft vepeate^L 
fttempts to thi^w on his side the whole SEiorali weight «fi.1be:.kta 
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SMio(» M5^n«ll<Mi4^Il9(mri H^ mmi! h^ 6mM laHW Mi^' ^vMt 
•fif triiiii, was ttiat tkej^ tol€nitO(i4 to jl oaitam cOEtftiit^ viiftt tt»f 
eovM: not prefFent ; but to pratoad thal^ tli«; wem feroasbkr to mmbd 
«ducfttioii, is kijiifiou* to tMr hoi^ofQcl menioiy^ and untrue i& p^M 
of %k ilecKl I my thai it i»BotonoiM Aitt hoik tfavie. ^sMoim pro« 
kjites uboredr lao^ fiullilklly and most fttranQoiMly*Tr-in their osm 
times— to etta^fih thoipwli OatboUc .Sehool». mkuoimt' «oA 
wberever dn^u&fttftBoeft peyin|(tid then. The. fael.ol Bishop Penreo 
beiti^ a member of the Boaird, onlf' shdvn hib desife of- givia^ a Mr 
trial lb a new system, oogoernij^gi' vhiioh mam a una* havot. I heanl 
him express l^is misgivings, but the deplorable r^ultof which hia 
hanenta^and' pretuktiir6 death prevettte^ him feom. wi^esaingi and 
i^ttkifig. As fer hie ye&erabfe sucoestov, |i^ did whatliis^oenteiieqoei 
pTozQptS him to dO) ae soon aahe kki that he< could ha kngfi cooii* 
tenanoe the wholesale sacrifiee of> Oathofio interesta andr priaaiptee^ 
which he iS;boiiod> to uphold to the utmoet of hoa powpr; mn^ to 
wprfii haye done both til^ ^bore ^[lame^ BbhopiM-rte weU a^ mblj^ 
other. 

Ooneeming what you hay,e, sai^ aboi^t. Pujblfc ^ibn^rie^ Ae que?* 
fjo^, is npjb wh^^ber you were rij^ht or wronc* wit^ regard to the 
e^t i^ujn^ib^ of Catholiq bciofc^ sai^to ^ <m tl^eir rajelyes, but 
^het^r jQii had good! ground ft^r denonncingt^em as dai^geroits to 
^jtp apd.mo^ialB. 'l^qw^ most emphaticaltj: do i endorsoyour sound 
view Qp^ thu quf stjioi^ &r we caif^ l^irdly be tess opposed to mixe<I 
X4.bra|fi.^. Ijb^ to n^fxed* edncatipn,-~tl^e si^iij^e pi^iicipies of ^ith 
^1^^ mpi^M being' equally iiiYoWed' in both.systerb?. Witness. Ilie 
^i)id|4<>us problem es^tracted by you from q^eof the staz^d^.boq^a 
ifflKtf^ by ui^ bepartpieni^ of Bducation.^ And Qod ItnowB t^ov 
map.^, btj^r passages no less oljijectipnable, might. oe.bi^pU^ht to ligh^ 
by % careful pen^ of the various books qbnnectc)^ both yptib; I%V 
^<^ I^^^pe^ ^d Oi^mnjipn Scfhools. 

it. W»ftWi^ ^h^9T^ *ft ^a^tQW of %_ Chip^^ tp %^m^ ti^e.flp<*A 
9(^E^itMl V> tMir.c«re^ a«M.n?t. seeking swh noxj^us i^idiippiscti^pii^ 

Wrtiw^^, «i^ M4i out t)y tb^ Pwp I4bra^^ii,.sp^ W^Jr ^r 

Aflain, gnaateatnaahiascbeep^ 1^: iif|oi\. jon^^p-qf^M mtefeww^e,. 
(fm S' tntk could t0ler%te, ein^> w)^oh vpijl^ |i^i% ': ^ii«hu^ km§n, 
MBb& in ignaoriiMcm ftftitm,'* SQi)»U8l9i(Q»> yff^^ m^ l«^^kr9f^9^ 

doiiOffiosb m Older ta iUu8|<il%TT^ ^ %Qii|d wr9r'^«^3f-tHt|iii| 
4^ and now. stal% efth]|Hiny--n^t^ ^bKPtiif ufip^iM nmuf, ^ 

MNitiajK I But hi»> ptnjy eflSpflt^; iff tMl, r^gftilit wili «9^ m^ t|»ft 
ftte oi ^mikc •(ta«|^tfi f^eiKJPHftl^ ^m^ by imm FfWee^nJi iyi4 d«^ 
ge»oB^ wii^mi^rr4b(kuM^Mr^: m>f^i of ^m ^^iy^^^^i9^mimii 



tfttoatibft, m hit (fiaoomitiii* on. ti» maiii: <|»e$ta!fim ajbrium^.; fi^MWk 

, Kqw, the case i^ this— We ask no favor, but •simple jMkwv M 
the enemies of freedom of educalSon in IJ'^per CbHaiitt, calgiM>i aft(»Td 
to yield us — = willingly and cheerfully — that justice wWeh CfeiihelkMi 
in Lower Canada haye. spontaneously extended long ttgo^ and are now 
extending tp t^ii^ir separated: brethren, at leasts let them bii strictly 
just An4 \mpart.iaU Wle ask no more. But it ia meet they should 
(now that ^enerer the sacred principles of &ith and morals are at 
stake, we cannot, on any account, yield one' ioi(», . 

Let qblo<]my, calumnies, abuses, reviHngs and^' threats be Ilie con- 
sequence. . We expect it — we are prepared for it — ^nay, it is our 
daily lot — ^^ dUeig^luf npin^ 0ft ^tprtf /i^jfi(tpff$»y in mundo pres^ 
iuram habehiti^ ; — tience, no deapi^ndency, no supineness, no relax- 

}f^^ otb^ririsft^ w/eK di^^PJ^,IWEtevP.5i;^^ Wh^' ^?« Jt A losa to 
uiwl^retand. quj pi^ir^veranoe. in this— for. u^^vit^ <^Ml;lo^, vi^ : tp 
procure the entire freedoiji of Ci^iolic efiucati'op. miat iii a njw. 
xery to them,' ii k plain 'question with us ; itfiB but consistency wftfi 
our religik>tts' princi^W which are ilnrom^in thatquertk>n» Bui 
mhm^ k eKwMS to tha& p^iiit, 1^tue^ oocem^ aho H^ n6odHitg& ofi ulieiii 

ii^stiea m Hie hm i>fVhm^:ni Poorer, m^ mi4^m^Jmf»liti^. m 
.9^1arjcij«»m^i9^ \^ tfeeiii IjSg^SpWjte suj^cessp^ in 11^^ Mwi&tjj^ 
ftn4 s^e^ye.Ofr^ ^jjiQ EteyerQud <»ci4 A0t?^i?)^p4.¥i§v There hes( 
the tru^ 8«phl94 9f <>UT so-called, o^tinacy.. w ^ hav;^ b^n forced 
by w^niQS9andi^tole^ance/cpmbhlefiP— iiitbusbg ^'^non pos- 

stimus ;^ it wilt uphold us, as it has ever upheld* our fiKtter&i& ^ 
ftllh, mxler mu^ more trytng -ei^eaoMtasees^ and 4biftSrpHM>oiie]i 
^Br-'hM&t^-^' wilii waAo^buMj' eiiiaret <Kin>aoin^te.aiiM)ceM in .Ibi^ 

we mtw^^ we i0»7/. ^. ., . . 

Ld eonclusion, Bererend dear Suv Ibeg leave to express once more 

you, in tl^^ ewfr^mr^A-, IS^Wv^ V? ?«>}? ^tS^J^Wft ®% ^f^ present 
Common School system, and .ixL your untinng efforts to pro- 
cure the camfkU ke§ism :qS ^fy^(mi^W. U^ ^Wi- <^olic com- 
munity. Most cordially do I cotteur with you on this momentous 
sntgeist^- whiii^ Qlt^ollos ha^ so nuwh ail i^eai^; mgdj resi assisted, 
tiw mjT ney^r irHl giv^ up i)a^ eontosj^ imljl jusd^ lA' gmmted 
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I teke great pleamife in thus aeknowlad^i^ jtmt eSevebt aenrioet 
in bebidf of our poor chiklren, and I think I can ventare to eaj, 
that, not only have jou the sympathies of the whole 'Catholic body 
of the Frovinoer*'^th all the Bishops at its head — enlisted in your 
fiivor, but also those, of a large and most reqiaeteble niini^r of out 
i^mrated hrelbren. 

JBegging your pardon for intrudiDg so mudi on your yaluable 
tinie) I remain, 

With very great regard, 

Tour's affectionately in Christ, 

fADOLPHE,- 
, Bishop of London. 

The Rev. J. M. Bruy^re, 
St. Miohael's Palace, Toronto. 



FROM THE PUBLISHERS. 

' In reply to the proceeding letter from the Cdtholie Biihop of London*, 
to the Rev. 4fr. Bruyere— the Chief Superintendent of Education^ 
addressed to His Lordship^ a long communication which appeared in' 
ike LW'der of the 26th of February. This called forth another letter 
Ircmi the same Prelate, addressed, like the first, to the Rev. Mr. 
Bruyer^, and published in the Leader of March 2nd. It was honored by 
a second but short reply from Dr. RyenKm^ln the Leader of 3id March* 
The latter poblieations caimot pniperiy be considered as peit of the 
Correspondtoce between the Chief Superintendent of fiducatidn and 
his antagonist: they are, therefore, left out of the Pamphlet. The 
&)llowing letter fmm the Rev. Mr. Bruyere, being a reply to different 
charges already refuted hy Hiqci,, but again repeated by Dr. Ryerson, 
bears dlrecfly on the question debated in the pamphlet, and is therefore 
inserted therein. The Chief Superintendent of Education cannot com.<« 
plain if his communication to Dr. Piasoneault, Bishop of London, does 
not appear in the pamphlet, since that of his opponent meets with tho 
same fate. This is but £»ir play. 



REV. J. M. BRUYERE'S LETTER ON DR. RYERSON AUB- 
THE ROMAN cAtOHLIC BISHOP OF LONDON. 

TO THC COHpUCTORS OF TttX VRKSS IN GANADa. 



. A sli^t illness has preveiited me from noticing soimer the laat 
lucubrations of that 0rratic indiv^uali; called jChief Sunerintendent of 
Education in Upper Canada. I allude to his so-callea replies to ihm 
noble letters addressed to me, in the columns of The Leader of the 
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!W& ultimo^ and 8rd ittstant, by the Riglit !Uv. Dr. FinaoiiBattlt, thtf 
distinguished Catholic' Bishop bfLondon, C. W.^ OQ the sul^ect of the 
late controversy between Dr. Ryerson and myself. 
• From past experience, the pnblio was prepared for any ambant of 
temrersatien and niterepresentaticm'on the part of-tlds unflcrapalmi^ 
and unj^ncipled official. His last frantic (natribee, pttrpoftin^ to be 
vepiiea to his Lordship's letters, «but more ai^pro^riately styted-*~<'.yidgar 
lampcKms on 1,000,000 of his fellow citizens''— show eyidently that, m 
addition to his former total absence of candor and honesty, he has in 
Blore an inexhaustible amount of scurrility and malice* As to his 
searrllities aind gross abuse against everythmg Catholic, especially his* 
indecent personalities against a dignitaig^. of the Church, I will ndt 
stop te gather them up and fling them back in the face of ihe contempt 
tible re viler of Ca&olicity. When a man can so far forget himself^ as 
•to apply such choice and polished expression bls wtgentlemaMy and 
Mty tjpisionSy to the amiable Prelate who governs the Dioces#c0f 
London, he may as well be passed by in silent contempt. I win 
merely say, en passant, that, whilst we are wilUng to make great 
allowance for the disturbed and excited state of his mind, we have at 
least a right to expect that he will ke^ a civil tongue in his. mouth 
when addressing those who pay him his wages; and refiain frsm using 
a language *not to be tolerated in the fish market. Had Bishc^ 
I'insoneaidt paid jbemage to the pedantic officialy who claims the 
jnrivilege of msulting every thing Catholic, by upholding ^ae godless 
school system of ^foreign tmportatim ; had he condescended to allow 
his sophistries, his fallacious expressions and malicious insiBuations to 
pass unrebuked ; had he not stooped to lash the reviler of the Pmitifis 
of the Church, he mighf'have been fortunate enough to be eulogized bf 
the Methodist Minister, But because the Bic^op of Lcmdon has laise^t 
his voice in behalf of freedom of education ; o^oause he has no^iy 
and eloquently declared the unanimous sympathy and approbation of 
the whole Hierarchy in Canada; on the all important question of 
Christian educaticm ; because he has come forwani to proclatB that I 
was not the mere orgcm of an insi^Jicant yarty, a new infnnain 
of a foreign elejnent, the Chief Superintendent of Educaticm loses his 
temper, and forthwith gives his Lordbhip of London a lebture on the 
tegatd he owes to the dignity of his office. 

" Shall we who struck the Lion down, staOl we - ' 

Pay the Wolfe homage I ** Bnoir. 

Passing over the sundr) intemperate and uncalled for effiisions which 
ap|»^r in the coAunuaicatiotis mfetred to, and which the public may 
esLSily trace to the late, discranfitare and ignominious prostration of the 
Chief of £ducati<m, I beg leave to touch slightly upon some other 
mistatements perpetrated by him in his so-called answer to the Boman 
Catholic Bishop of London, in The Leader,. of the 5^th ultimo. I 
allude to these fresh instances of teigiversation, because they, concern 
me personally. Dr. Ryerson say^ that I charged him with " having 
excluded all Roman Catholic, civil and ecclesiastical histories 
from the catalogue .of library books." Now, I said no such thin^. 
1 did not so raiich as alhtde to his catalogue (with which he is 
iunuMlf ridicttk>i)s) till he hiought it iii^ i^ ^he course of the 



m 

was met at once by Hsm If^Ua, wbo b^kimg ug ,b^ eat^ilogiMji pouit^ 
\nlAi luB 'fii^iar lo sbme •.h»lf-!^*4o2«n Cathoiic books tiiepeui/ iaseit^. 
Mrwi^ivAiiliig^ctt t1|«w;twled t^ the Mbetkutum i^f Gatdi^§^49if 
tiitWartev 'vpeoid Wfid l<^ , lliej^ouel^vdb&sjreboMniied 

vnlD its -QX^^km ^itb double :pewer^ 'Deteolioa aad^sbame kc^ve beea 
tiieieQii8eqiie6ee^ N<^w, t& return teethe qixofi^n^t 'Sk«|e4r.'*a<i I wpesl 

«f Eduettion^ U) the patronage^ tbe iff u9ioipalitiQ% were aiUogetkar 
BtbtMtaAf <Biadie w of rfetostaat woFka^. sultipted to tbe tn^ -ci' 
#iotefli«tfc oiklyyAJiJ<Km*^q#i^!y ttofit fei <^^ 

The 'fttkiieda willi wbWh aW KevMeiicQ boa^, of bfanong -aot^d bj 
insdrtktg the iiafties'of $tbeat:a^doa^B of Cathoilic \mka, in I^is eatfileffii^ 
^oacaboag 9a>wikfd» of 4^000 Piotoetaat or isifidel wockS) 9110k a^ Gibbon 
lBid^HKBte,'i8:oae ef 4heiQast pitifql ad»iau^te at iii^po^v^^ 
i«iw ^rpBtnited by ^hftl double dealkg omoiai, oalUd Dr. ^y^rwoK 
fVimt 4b k 'to the ipublio) tp CatholioB /and to mot; if the ))are^ oiame ^t 
AtAff^'oi a lew CtelMic woito.%ues in tk* l^t,}(^'sa^^fn oatalqgtle^ 
#htlity 'as ageBeml ^rilei >n9t :one of the above ^meatioQed books iciii^ be 
-tend im the shelres oT his Public libraries ? When you visit .ikese 
<w«ki&raQ£ ^e. Ckief ^f iEdueatiopi his Public libratieS) ^^ou ijoa^y gaae 
ildteuBd 'lill> dodBtsd]fty» 9^1 see aioae but> P^testaol.JiistQrie% Fiotestant 
wyretey Fiotestiilit optes of ^ traveller^ Brotestam essay 8>. Pfotestant 
tliari»B«Miil werin BBM»e<)r ies^ oiSemive 4o & Catkc^c Teader> all Bjose 
^ -^km fenfote wifk iiii^al^u^ inisr^pcesehtatioos of Cathoiio praotieea^ 
>Oalfti0lic So^tmtBf and rCamolicjcustoais or usa^^. In. fierusing tha 
'O^tabgoe eomiimog tine iMmes of over fovur4hfUsaad wprk^y .yo|i oqdM 
iaeioflB'tha natitas iof «bou(t a doten of Catholk books. Ask the &)]feriii»- 
tMnbot ef tte4ibiaKy''fQr-<Na»ef 4hee^ ^^forks^the lUtle |Kiger4>f .wkieh% 
%ithe'^tidogue# It-is aot theie. -A6<1^ ^ A^a^other.; it is not to be fouibd 
there. This i am able to astfsrtfOn the autho^fy of oon^kiential Steads 
Mk> ifaave tried, this expcffkaent. . Now, let xne ^ask it again of hiis 
j(R^9»reaoB> are msh iuwarieft fit :£or a lUiixed ^xanmuaity like oura^ 
We are ia 6om6 |>IaeeS) ^one-foOrth^ hi other pliaces^ oae-»thifd of the 
(pot>aiatian. ' Hare rfe dot a right to a ppoipoitio&ate share of.-worka^ 
In many of the Public libraries not a aingle Catholic wiurkcaa be.pup^ 
cured. Again, isthis an illustration of the fair dealing with whicli. 
Di; Eyerson boaste of having acted in getting^ up these grand humbugs, 

'case, then I say: 



styled "by him, Public Libraries? If such l)e thee 
^Ctod sate tm iMn tyB'h«i«st«adt£aur«deadraig'^fibi8lt 

The iyt^ Stitpeatt^^tont ' df ^Sdaeation goea on salting '^iha^ i 
'chaigM Mib Wtth^ti%^nigikttted4egki'jaBtncF^^ ^irki^ nutiier 
^^Dol aptteAla^ o^ htidts ieeaid be procised for&e Bomin Catholib 
'dhiMiteii of Siipsittile'SobttriB**' I-am aeoufeed by the ^tneiSvtpteafa» 
^Jud^e of the >£dac&ti6ii odUse^'^f t^vinlgaaid that ^' fiomlmCatMib 
^i^iifib^ ift Sep«ttttt '*i^ooU, w^ dtraied «Aool toaps iaiidsiai|i^ 
'-fattxb." I beg' leave to^ltty' Saiva R»nerem$ia^ tei greater felscdiood ina 
not been ^i^t^d skioe iftie daV'of the fall df oar fiibt j^reikts in -^b 
-earthly pankdise. in tlfb'^ole of «Qf oonaipondenoe wt& Dr. Ry«t- 
'tott, I^made iri»^^dh ittiitetifeiit asitke abcnHe*. All I said^ a&d liiepebt 



cipalitle^ w aiiepted DJr;Kim -Ih'tKe.famoiis ciucular^ Uau(N^^ wbt^ 

be tm!^mY ami luirjustly denk ' withj, i)eih^ bcmpeiM /W purobase 

ina|>y ,o^aits„ igjIobeB, etc^ f^c, '^ith their own inoney, whu'st. tlieir 

ifilefe £brtanf^te jPibtestailt neighbours woiiFd hie ablf to pioyidp theia* 

• fel ves wi^ tbe Bajaae/ with the mojsy 'aeofuihg frpmv^o C ler|;)r JReselrye 

¥^SLi». Now if the '^par&t^ schools in iJ^per Cknada'jiiave the samiB 

Ihcriities' for *proy iding'themselves with " maps, charts«s)dbea, etc., eto^ 

as tiie CoRunon schc^ls, thejr -owe no 'thank's to theX^hiejf iSivpennCen-- 

dent of iSdttcation. Bat this is not the question. The point at issue is 

'Slot whether they have now the sailie facilities 'as Prptestants for the 

jHzrohase of the said school apparatus, but whether fhey^t^^^ 

Ihese facilities^, were the fuh(&» or aiw.poirtioh of ihe fund& accruiw 

.fiom the <Jleigy reserves to be . appli^^, io Froiestant . schools and 

Prjrtestant i^librari^ Should Dr. llyerisoh's. su^g^estions be complied 

withy the. Common Frbti^taht schools and Protestant libraries could 

.alone partici]^q in the adrahtages of such ah-^pprnpriation. In hli 

Ant epimsiunication to the piiblie, our unscrupuloiu Chief '§upermte% 

i|eat of Education thought to tknw dust in the eves bf his readers l^y 

johangiiigf ihe question, and then charging me wifh haVingsaiid what 2 

4|^ net say. His answer is but fi paltry quibble, unworthy of aa 

OP^ial, hik in perfect keeping with his characteristic te^rgiversation. 

My woithy antagonist, wi$ the view to insinuate ih^ unpopula^i^ 
«f.ci|r Separate Schools, siiys ; /^ There iare upwatds of three 'hundred 
ahd*filtytownship$ in Upper Canada i!n 'which there is not a aingbi 
^parat^ .School althoogh the iRoman t^aiholics are nuineroiis in many 
of liiem.'' I thank his Iteverence for this admission. Truui, at lajil, 
ocNjses ont. l^he fact thus- lecoided by pr. Ryerson, carried alo^ with jt 
a. orUshu^ weisht against our law ot Separate Schools,, as is at.present 
ifeads. Haw h)ng nave we fioti)een complainihg of tyrannical ciaustie 
and qpipressivB rrestnctlons thrown in our way, in estaoUshii^ Sepaiaie 
-Sohpofi ?7— I, am glad to see that the violent enemy oi freedom of ed~ 
Bcation, the bitter assailant of our rights^ Bi ooinpelled, ^at length, to ad- 
Bait >the cqrrec'tn^s of pux' graevanc^s^ ihoilgh his admission is gather 
«ii unwitty one. tW'Plaia mattejrbrfaict iS|that if ki several ToVnslups, 
w^ have none or few Separate Schpolf^ it is because Uathblics iheet 
with Muurmountable obstacles and didiculties^'when they attempt to e^ 
. tabiish them. The fetters aild shackles wi^ which our Separate School 
I^w is hainpeied} are. the sole reason ef their scarcity. But, in Torontp 
, whcNre our Separate. Schopls do exist, Yioyr many Catholic chilchren attend 
tlue Cofun^on Schools'? Wbuld Dr. Byereon lttjsindenou|^ to.ffi]Ke 
aofla* infprmation to the public on the subject ? jBas he a dozen orhalf 
ai|^K|en CallieUG children frequehdng his pet Common Schools? 1 
. will inlbrm himjen jpa«»»n/, ihat, our Cbristian Brothers alone |iave, at 
tluto iBCNxmt, near eight hundred boys attending, their Schools. Were I 
; aol i^pprehisiisi^ire of hurtins the jpector^'a feelings, i would* tell him 
.plainlF, that wherever and whenever' his State Schools become piacti- 
^»jly KDOwn, the good sense of the people shsinks frojaa them as a 
i.public nuisance. .; ^, 

^Be^fysa, I dismiss Dr. ^Kyerspn and his' miserable ijuibbliesy't-ztiay be 

I nevmitted^toaqty 4hat no obe is imj^KMed u^n by Ikis ndiculousaiui bom* 

MiBftie .pro^MSMO of Lc9«lty» which appealed in his so-oalleii i^ply to 



iHe Bishop of London, on tKe 26th ilt. "Mj Plationn,** shoute tiii 
.Methodist Minifitei, " is the Hearts of CanadAn people for Canada.*? 
^< 'J'he rights of Canadians without oreference, to tne ptotection and en* 
joyment of their own religious teacning.^' Hypocrite son of Wesley! 
say rather, <* My Platform is my bread and butter. My Platform is tne 
money of the people, which. I put in my pocket— My Platform is my 
place, my large government salary and all the pleasant perquisites of 
office^flehbld my Platform ! ! !" ; ^ 

Were the Chief Superintendent of Education in earnest when he as- 
serts, that his platform is the " rights of Canadians,* without prejudice, 
to the protection and enjoyment of their own religious teaching," most 
cheerfully would we subscribe to it. TheSe are the rights we claim, 
we ask no more. We ask them not alone for ourselves, but for all, for 
all denominations, — ^mienibefs of the Church of England, Methodists, 
Presbyterians, Baptists, Christians of every name and shkde. The 
present bill which guarantees to us Separate Schools, was a Denom- 
inational QUB in its original form, and so framed as to secure to all de- 
nominations the privilege of establishing Separafe'Schools if theycftose 
to have them. At the instigation of Dr. Ryerson, its Denominational 
character was struck off, and confined to Catholics only, lest the Com- 
mon School System should suffer ftom Conflict with its rival sister, the 
Separate School System. Thus the Chief Superintendent of Education, 
*at the last Session of the Parliament in Quebec, deprived his fellow 
Christians of the Protestant persuasion, of the rights and privileges 
which it was the earnest desire of Catholics to extend to all without pre- 
judice or exclusion. The wily Chief of Education was well aware that 
to §rant the jprivilege to all denominations of establishing schools to 
their own liking and predilection, would seal the fate of his darling sys- 
'tem but lately iiyiported from^ Yankee laiid. JJe knew, moreoi^^f^ 
that by confinmg it to Catholics only, it'would rendef it impc^lat. 
Such were the motives which actuated the ^eat Patriot of the Ed- 
ucation Office, when he suggested through his friends, to restrict the 
law for Separate Schools to Catholics and Colored people only. '' 
I may, however, assure my friend at the liead of the Educational 
•Department, that all his pious frauds and interested suggestions wiU 
'not serve him much longer. The days of the Common jSmool System 
;^re numbered. Its dissolution is only a question of time. In the di- 
vided state of Christianity in Canada we canpot have common School^, 
common libraries. These institutions are not Catiadiac ; they are not 
of Canadian growth. They are not adapted to Canadian tastes and 
wants. They are a fbreign element, imported in our midst but a few 
years since, and forced upon bur necks by an oppressive and tyran- 
nical legislation, at ihe request of an unscrupulous politician. Publfc 
opinion has already solved the great difficulty, and cut the r^ctud jyot- 
dien. The truly christian and liberal author of the pamphlet styled ; 
**Does the Common School System of the United States prereiit 
■ crime ?" exclaims ; "Let every denomination o%anize its own scbooisy 
■«mploy teachers of its own faith, and daily admit its oWn clergymeni 
to superintend and . assist in the celigious part of the training.^* A 
denominational law, with the motto ; << Protection to all — favor to «one,*' 
authorising all religious bodies recognized by the State, to establish 
'and i govern ^ehr own i^c!nx)Is, without intdrfeTenee'tarthe part t^he 



^Utaitot of. the fi4u6alM»i OAee^**^is Ui# oohjr pbMible sohiliotf IoHm 

great jproblem which now perplexes oar le^j^islfttors and peliticiatts^V 
^darubea our oountiy with painful dissenaiom.aad cUaeord.- Sooha 
measure will restore peace and harmony among the citt^wna cf the 
same communityy and giire satisfaction to all those whose pecuniary 
interest is not conneoted with the ^reat iiVLpOiiitioa of 'tibie Comn&on 
School System. Then shall emulation be excited among the differ- 
ei^ denoniinations: then shatl the -daily attendance of pupils in 
schools be increased to^ tenrtimes its present aveni^. Then, m fine, 
shall we behold a promising youth, a moral seneration. I am happylo 
see that, the above viewsy. already expressed by me in a forfier com- 
munication, meet the full concurrence of the Right Reverend Doc^tor 
Pmsoneault, Bishop of London. In a letter lately addresKsed to me 
through the columns of Ths Leader, Ubi Lordship says ; <^ Let the de* 
nominational system be inUoduoed, without showing &vor to any par^ 
ticulair creed, but allowing all denominations to have their own schools, 
according to their respective views ; Government grants being givea in 

frojpoition to the rels^tive number of children frequenting such schools." 
will add, en pananty that Catholics will never submit to the Com- 
mon School System. The members of the Church of England are heart- 
ily disgusted with it. A large proportion of the Church of Seetfamd^ 
and the most intelligent of all denominatiotis protest *loudlv againut it. 

''My platform/' says the pompous Chief of Educa&m, '< is the 
hearts of the Canadian people for Canada. The rights of Can^ 
dians without preference, to the protection* and enjoyments of their 
owii religious teaching;." Come forward great Canadian patriot* 
join with us in sustaining, instead ot opixwing our demands and 
thwarting the natural emoymeut of onr most sacred privileges. 
Come and assist us, and all who share our views, in obtaining what we 
ask, not for ourselves onlVy but fer all, viz : Denominatioiial Sehool^ 
Free Schools without intolerable ^ interference and odious lestrictioiis.' 
Then your bombastic profession of liberality will be a reality, mstead e£ 
li sham imposition* 

In canolnsioii, I beg to submit whether the time has. not arrived £» 
Dr. Syerson to descend from a station, for which he has proveM^ himself 
utterly unfit. The Chief Superintendent of Education is a public official^ 
a servant of the people, of Catholics as well as froteitants. From both 
he receives the wages^ which make him insolent, and onsufierable. For^ 
getful of the dignity of his offiee and of his vesponsible duty, lor many 
years he has been incessant in his attacks aff^inst the Catholic hie* 
raichy,the Catholic priesthood^ the Catholic church at larjg;e. Catholic 
nations, and every thing. Catholic. The scurrility of his abuse has grown 
more insa&rable, in proportioa as it hs^ been permitted to go unie-> 
bttked. Hi« insulting diatribes haye been multiplied beyond me power 
of eodi^nce. Are we, let me ask all sensible men, are we to be tramr 
nlfid )ipon without hope of redress, because we have been forbearing? 
X am sure that I express the sentiments of all Catholics, and airHberal 
men of every denomination, whenl say the time has come to petition the 
Government for the dismissal of tiiis obnoxious Official. Ao an avowed 
enemy of . Catholics and Catholicity he is evidently unfit to hddftnof- 
fioa ]vhioh requires the greatest impazfiality and liberality. Hehme 
leng since forfeited their cenfidrace and sympathy. It is high time foi 

H 
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tk# Cldef of fidhfoaHon to fedre oiiee Bi»t« io !» foKnwr oeci{MfiMi^ 

Sveh k the ^aniest wish m all senile men fuad pftrtumlarly of the 
tabflcri1)er* i 

J. H. BRUYERE. 



« JrHf H^^ARCHT OF PANADiA AND BR. RlHSBj^Ol^. 

fVtoif nis Oatbouo Gmzxir, Inarch 19th, 1867. 
Tbp following interest!^ oorr^poBdencf ba^ l^f^ liifnd^ \o nf 
Iby the Serer#]id Mr. Bniy^e>-^ . 

IoNDp:Er, C. W., 14th March, 1857. 

RfiTSRKint) MAR Sir,— -Srpce mj letter of the 10th nit, on the 
8]ibject of vonf late controt^rey yrim the Eisv^rend Chief Snpenn- 
i^dmtj Ifave ripc^yed letters of eoiLgratulation JTrom all parts of ilh^ 
jjPrpyiaQQ. I take great p^e^ore in sending you — amongst otbera 
-rthe enclosed eitreeia whlk^ suffieiently sp^]^ for thWiuelyeSk! 
Host wflijDgly dol autlsoma yov to k^rt them in the bn^d^un near 
h^ing j^nted. ' 

' I>r. ttjrcgiBon ^^^ donbtlesS;^ talce great, pl^tire lihewise in ao- 
knowIedi^Dg )h^ error under S^hich hie was labonng, wh^n lie so 
n!ercety denoi^^ you ^ tix^ opptemptible organ of i sinatl ftirHgn: 
i^kf^. '*^. 9^^^^^VV9]^ ^ the. eitir^ j^erarchy pf the Province 
■r-eQ.$ppnteftepi}dy and cpr4iaily gii^e^i jou— ^21 AiQW hi;p? iji^t the 
cause of freedom of Education is more deeply jooted m ^e aoU pt 
Osaada tha>^ heeiddently w^s aware of# 

As for his innocent boasting — when making hisw<m)d-*bedigBiied' 
#sirea^H htte i^eealled to niy memory a passage of tfaeLatin po^t^ 

f W3uM mmrp JPr&km^ft^mi the fcrwy Wfi^t 
• ^ Eednd for shelter to his wonted eave^ ; 
^ Sk ftnny floche ahfmi iheir ^eheppo^ 
*^ JsA ftilina tounihim, sph^ the Utiet sen.*? 



Cbim^e, therefeore, Ber. dear Sir, yp>u msy npw cppaider the gpd^ 
leflB sysfe,^ ^ ieMj efcploded. The bigPtiy pf the coiiiwiitiide ean« 
hotpteyaii much lon^r figftinst the sPber judgment of the greet 
majority o^th^e cpmmunij^. ' 'Oommon sense isefrob^er thitn bigotry ';- 
i||ireadY a strong reaction i§ cpminenced ; alible while ^ore^ n must 
^|9fMJbikGNMx^ oye^whelkping influence assert th^, 

tighto of jus^ce jijod p{ conscieppe ua Vi'edldng asujnder th^ fetters . ihi 
whra they are now so o«tiiaR!Bpi|s]jr t^pbind vp. I^t u& Hpp^. thereto 
Iter4, ihat tiMB good iease pftfo eputirir will eo fiuc pteveii, the4| ese^ 



a aai MHonr, aU over t^ia s^k Ptoymm. 
^•.' B«li«|re DM, ]R«T. deer Sir, ' 

Most aSectJonatel^ yourt in Ctri^'i 

Bfahop<tfI<«n<loti, 
Ber. Mr. BniTw^ 9t. IVushfl^ ^^^I'ce, Toroitte. 



Letter from Hia Once tlie Ar9litiishc^ of ^^fs^ "o^ ^^ii* tiord- 
fehips the Bi^i^ of Tkr»e Kve^ and ue Coadjutor ffiahop of 
QoelMe. 
ArcbeTMhf of Qubw, ;«& Uvrah, )8»r. 
Ut Lobo, — We hasten to ezpreu to yonr Lordship the heartfelt 
Eatisfaotion with which we behold your priqunt e^^qps toTards ob- 
■ttitaag, tor ^ Oatlurfiw ofUpper Cteada, tbe enjoyment of tbOT 
inalienable rights of having free schools for their cbildm. 

Yo^ w>4 npl^eU in jrftnr ^dwrCfB ^J the teachings of Sovereign 
PontJSs, a decree of tl 
aiMite fliftlte BSsh<^s 
duipng tfaat mixed 
B^tect taotbing in si 
wth ft seeulv e^uMt 
Ofed for Cadic^cs tb 
nli^q-^BSd to refill 
MUiund byiha OcMBti.u«.v- w ~i ws wiauiwws vi u»uw» 

We cannot, therefore, bnV naoat «on£alh' ooncor wiA thtf ntpeoib 
vhicb yon make that this aU-^ipport^nt ng^t fit;^ ^t ,^jr ^nger 
remain a dead lett^^ on the pag^ ofoiir L^sl^tion, 
We hare the honor to be, Uy Lord, 

Your most devoted Brothers in Christ, 

. IP. F., An^biahop of Quebec 
' . i3ERi^a,Bp..orTb»e«iUre». 
fCF., Bishop ofTlea. 
Bi^t Rev. pr. I^Dsofu^t, Bidipp ofXoi^oii, p. W. 

Erpm, Hw Lqr49^> % Bifh^ of Ijh'qtfeal, 

Eneheof Hoatrealy Marcb letb, 186^.' 
My Low, — I have, Jong since, read your letter ^f the 101^ 
vh., jtA/Mxii in tji« J^er, in Tbid^ yg^r Lgc^^jjp (vo^j^r^tujAl^ 
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Yocated freedom of Sduoaticm. I legrel - thai up fto the prasent dAf > 
I have been proTented fiom writing to jim onthia«idbjeot«i I shoidd 
have wifdied ; but a$ I am told that the Bev. Mr. Bmyere's pamphlet 
is nearly ready, I hasten to assure you that I most heartily concur with 
the contents of your letter. Indeed, it would grieve me much to miss 
this opportunity of expressing to you my very great sympathy for 
the cause whidi you so boldly sustain, asd with whiqh t^ destiny 
of the Catholic youth in Upper Canada is so intimately connected, 

I remain, with the greatest esteem. 
Your Brother in Christ, 

f Ig., Bishop of MontieaL 
Bight Bev. Dr. Finsoneault, B&hop <tf London, G. W. 

From His Lordship Bishop Fhelan, Adm. of the Dipceets o f 
Kingston* ... 

EnroBTOH, dth March, 1857. 

DsAB LoBD Bishop. — I have the honor to inform you that I 

most cordially concur with your Lordship on the subject of your 

letter to the Bev. Mr. Bruyere, and theref<»e shall lose no time 

in solidting the co-operation of the Clergy and Laity, under my 

.jurisdiction in this I/iocese, to forward your views on &e same.. 

fiifping that the piMicatbll in Pamp3ikft f<Hin of ih^ 4<bti8rti ' 
and correspondence you refer to, will contribute much to favor the 
freedom of Mucation in thi^ Province, . . 

I have the honor to be, dear Lord, 

Your most devoted Brother in Christ, 
fl'ATRICK, 

Bishop of Carrha, Adm. Ap. 
Bight Bev. Dr. PinaoneauH, Bi^op dl London, 0. W. 

•• '•■ r • • . • 

■ - From His Lordship the Bishop ot Bytown. 

Bttoww, Feb. 25th, 1867. 
My LoBDj — ^In perusing the columns of the Leader of the 20th 
ult.,.I read the letter addr^^sed by you to the Fev.Mr. Bruyere, 
and I must say that I, agree most cordially with the penti^tents 
expressed therein. Allow mo also to add that, alter having* cav%- 
fuHy fead it, together wi& the letters of a ^* Protestant " to the 



Honorable Ai^rhey-^enml Ifaoii^hak^ lind effpec^Hy "Oicm tA^ 
dressed by the Bererend Mr. Bruyere fxy Dr. Ryerson-^-^letters 
r<^kte with inodefatieii, good sense and hfc^^^l ronain perfect- 
ly convinced HtmJt the Protestnits, the g^eat' majority of whom i 
Hfee toloe^ iq>onas just aed libfAml, ashamed at'S^ng the CaliiolxeB 
thus oppfesied by an. aknost impraoiicable law, mil thenueltea 
demand of the Ministry and of the ParliameBt to free them from the 
shtMskks of a law in^rodnced by stodUth and under Mse" pretenosa 
by the enemies of edueadon md vf Oathotieity* I also most ecm^ 
fidently hope, that, since Government htti just e^tabljuhj^ a Nor- 
mal School in Lower Canada for the special use of the Protes- 
tants and of those speaking the English languaget it will alsc^ 
feel the necessity of showing itself equally just towiMds the French 
Canadians and Catholics residing in the tipper Province, by es- 
tablishing a NoriotEat School where the French language would be 
principally taught, and where competent teaichers mi^t reeldve 
instruction — since the present ones are fiir from posseessing the 
confidence of the immense majority of the Catholics. 

I have the honor to remain Mj Lord, your Iioidship's most 
devoted Brother in J. C. 

^ tKUGKNB, 

Bishop of Bytowiu 

To His Lordship the Bishop of London, 0. W. 



FtJom His Lordship Bishop La Bocqiie, <}oadj» of the Kshop of 

Montreal, and Administrator <^ the Diocese of St. Hyacintne. 

Eveche of St, Hyacinthe, Feb. 24th, 1857. 

VxRT Dear LeRo, — ^When readingyour Lordship's letter of con- 
gratulation to the Bev. Mr. Bruyere of the 10th inst, and published 
in the Leader^ I could fed rising up in me that secret feeling which 
naturally springs up in perusing a writing which is so congenial to one's 
own views and sentiments, that one becomes entirely preposessed by 
it^ and would feel proud of ita authorship • 

I hasten, therefore, to congratulate your Lordship most cordially 
iipon the excellent idea which you have had of upholding Mr. Bruyere 
in the struggle which he has just sustained in behalf of freedom of 
Education. Having been unable to take the initiative with the val- 
orous champion of mose rights for iihich our Brothers of western 
Canada are struggling, I can at least declare that yoiu' Lordships let- 
ter hiost faithfully esiiibits ray own views and sentiments upon the 
right advocated therein. This mark of sjnmpathy is still far beneath 
what is due to the Rev. Mr. Bruyere for the services rendered by him 

h3 * 



I fbfJ grcMidy pkned that 7001 thonUl luivfi to Mibljf «xpi90Md 
yovr iodifBatiQii at the vi«Qttrt«Qii» livBguagtt vhich Dr. Ryer* 
•on thoagbt fit to 3Diik» asQ <ri^ vh«ft m^hmg of onat wonkr 
sad eoergetio Brother ]» the. fouoopMBjrt Bii^op d« Cbtiboniiw. 
aifau veaenbld FmbrtB lia% aft A Mre, bMif<Q^ tihe Fsilb, if pal 
•i Ae prioe of Jib bloodiy afc laut bf tbi hoedBim of Ua zaail ma& 
]p«i8e»«Eanoe in the «aiiae at faeAwi ofjiiBeatiaii. 

ffi» LorMif Ae Bishop of St. Hyarintiie be% «idt)la td 
"wrfte 'kiiasdf, oegs you to look tipo» my adkaskm tb yoof I0U 
tor as the aza^ ^^qpMsioii <3it his owa sMtlmenta. 

' Tout most aflS^onat^ brodier in Ohrlst, 

AobniniistivftDr <tf &e Dbosaa of Sft. ifyaciothii, 

To Kfi Ii0r3«h\p, 
Bight Bev; Dr. Rnsoneaidty 

' HdMp of tdad^b, O. Wl 
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iEOST. J. M. BRITYERE'S PABXHTQ WGKD TO 

THE FUBUQ* " 



With ihe fiboy^ Poci^iuei^f I beg to dpa^ the eontircrT^j hel^e^ 

th^ Chi^f Superiu^Qdent of ^cation and vijje^ 3;h^ prwiplg 

of reli^iofis and free ef(ti^§^^i(^ ha9 been F^tpnlf 9^Hed ^j vjl^ 

^ijskgpxpal .tiifo^gtipiit the oQatrovep^y. Ift Ui^lf pf fr^pm pf 

^ucation gixHinded on r^lJIgiQH ^^gaia^t g^te AchooUm, I haye i||ijEf@4 

IDj feeble Yoipe. Xhi» Toic^ lA^i^ifio^^ tl^oqg^ H be^ lui^ }m^ 

it^i^Q^ by the whc^e Hierf rdij in t^th G^^n^^d^ In ^e sacreid 

name of justioe and equity, both Pastors and flock proclaim ft^do^ 

of j^uaaiim as foell as freedom of religion. We demand these 

rights not alone for ourselyes, bat for aU-^&r. a]l P^omin<i.tiqns ; 

members of the Church of England, Methodists, Presbyterians, 

Baptists, Christians of every name and shade. ^' Protection to all— 

£siYor to none," is our motto. 

Against the imnatural claims of an oppressive State schoolism 
upheld by Dr. Ryerson, I have appealed to an impartial and 
benevolent Public, through the Press in Canada. "With the facts 
and arguments now laid before it, I hope our common Judge, 
will be able to form a correct estimate of the respective merit of 
both systems, viz: — ^Free schools versus State schools — ^Education 
having Religion for its basis, versus education excluding all religion 
— ^the right of the paneat to educate his child as he pleases, versus 
the claims of the State to snatch the child from the parent's arms 
in order to confide it to the mercy of the law. 

All Christian and civilized nations stand on the side of Free and 
EsLioious Education. Against it the Chief Superintendent of 
Education has nothing to oppose but the practice and antecedents 
of pagan Lacedoemon. Shall Heathenism prevail over Christianity ; 
State oppression^ over parental rights and privileges? Such is our 
position : liuch is the question at issue. 

For having advocated these principles, I have been called every 
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nanit that my opponent could find in his Diotionaiy. I have heea 

styled by him, **a new infnsion'Oi a foreign element" f have been 

held up as a promoter of ignorance, an enslaver of the human mind. 

"tTnmiadfttl of the abuses and scurrilities whick have been heaped 

upon my devoted head, I have not desisted from fighting the battle 

of Frbe Aim RsLioious EbuCAtioir. That the cause of justice and 

truth will, at length, triumph — ^no sensible man need entertain 

{he least doubt The time whmi justice shall be done, is marked 

Oat by an All-ruling Providence. To that happy period, we |look 

03fanly and undisma3red by the storms raised against us by bigotry 

and ignorance. Meantime, the respective claims of the Mends of 

fieedom of education, and of the adherents to State schoolism, are 

confidently submitted to the sense ^6f justice of an enliglttened 

public. Let the tenfiet be awanled. I shall be satisfied; be it what 

it may. 

J. M. BRUYE8B. 

' Toronto, Mar<^ 23, 1857. 
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